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Dear Parents/Carers,
Pope Benedict said, “Today, for faith to grow, we must lead ourselves and the persons we
meet to encounter the saints and to enter into contact with the beautiful through inspiring
artwork”.
I mentioned last week that our focus for students this half term is showing compassion and love as part of
our Jesuit Values Pupil Profile. We expect all students to show these values towards others within the
school community especially to those who are less fortunate than ourselves. The new behaviour policy is
underpinned by these values and each half term determines a different focus on these Catholic values.
Please support us by discussing the importance of being compassionate and loving towards others with
your child. As Mother Teresa said “Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with love”.
This week students enjoyed a performance from Callum Fode, Singer/Songwriter who focused his musical
interludes around the theme of mental health illness. It was extremely thought provoking and highlighted
the importance of students’ sharing their feelings with others and to not suffer in silence. Mental health
illness is more prevalent in young people across the country than ever before and as a school this is
something we want to encourage our students to do.
Our house competitions got off to a positive start this week with the house languages. Many students took
part in a series of activities conducted in French or Spanish. Well done to all students that took part and
supported their house. The cross country event this afternoon was a huge success and saw half the
school partake in this including many staff. A huge well done to James Smith Year 10 who was the first
male to cross the line and to Ellie-Mae Locke Year 9 who was the first female. Congratulations to Ms
Adey who came first for the staff, Mr Ireland who achieved a second place and Mr Shannon who came
third.
Next week we look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 parents/carers to school for the Parent/Carer
Tutor evening. This will take place in the hall from 4.30pm onwards. If you haven’t made an appointment
yet then there is still time to do this with your child’s form tutor.
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish Ms Prescott the best of luck this weekend as she embarks on her
mountain leadership assessment in Wales as part of the Duke of Edinburgh award.
Finally, please support us with the Catholic Fellowship Walk taking place on Sunday 7th October, 2pm at
Arbury Hall. This is one of the charities we support as a MAC so it would be great to see as many
parents/carers and students as possible at this event.
I wish you all a pleasant weekend.
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

News
Key Dates
Thursday 4th October
Thursday 11th October
Friday 12th October
Thursday 25th October
Monday 29th October
Monday 5th November
Tuesday 6th November
Thursday 15th November
Thursday 22nd November
Thursday 6th December
Friday 7th December
Thursday 20th December
Friday 21st December
Monday 24th December
Monday 7th January
Tuesday 8th January

Year 7 Tutor Parent/Carer Evening
Year 6 Open Evening. School Closes at 2.30pm
Year 6 Open Morning
Sixth Form Parents Evening
Half Term
Teacher Training day
Term Starts
Sixth Form Open Evening. School Closes at 2.30pm
Year 11 Prize Giving
Year 11 Art Mock Exam
Year 11 Art Mock Exam
Year 13 Prize Giving
Advent mass & Last Day of Autumn Term
Christmas Holidays
Teacher Training day
Spring Terms Starts

Catholic Life
Message from the Pope
“God, who cannot be outdone in generosity, still uses
you and me to help our brothers and sisters.”

Family Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018
On our website we welcome you to explore our
Catholic life which underpins everything we do.
You will find
A gallery of events like our recent pilgrimage to
Lourdes
 A feature on how we celebrate the Liturgical Year.
 Features on our collective worship where Mass is
celebrated for close to 1000 staff and students.
 Prayer opportunities primarily using our 'School
Prayer'.
 Our rosary group and involvement on our MAC
rosary relay chain.
 Information on our retreat programme to Mater
Ecclesiae convent, Alton Castle and Soli House.
 The role of our Chaplain Fr Matthew Pittam and
the Chaplaincy



Weekly Prayer
Father God, my heart is filled
with chaos and confusion. I feel
as if I am drowning in my
circumstances and my heart is
filled with fear and confusion. I
really need the strength and
peace that only You can give.
Right now, I choose to rest in
You. In Jesus’ Name I pray,
Amen

God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus Your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind, gentle and generous,
Welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live Your forgiveness and peace.
Protect all families with Your loving care,
especially those for whom we now pray:
Increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
keep us safe in Your love,
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we
share.
This we ask, through Christ our Lord,
Amen

Catholic Life
Saint of the Week
St Vincent de Paul
(1581 – 1660)
St Vincent de Paul was the third child in a poor peasant farming
family at Pouy, France. Although a talented student, family
priorities meant that he was required to help on the family plot.
At 15, St Vincent de Paul went to Seminary College and then
studied at Toulouse University receiving a Bachelor of Theology.
He part-paid for his studies by tutoring other students.
At 19, St Vincent de Paul was ordained a priest and appointed
Parish Priest a few years later.
However, he resigned his Parish Priest role to avoid legal appeals against his appointment because
of his young age.
On a return boat trip to Marseilles, St Vincent de Paul was taken captive and, for the next two
years, he was sold and passed on as a slave from one master to another. When he was finally
released from slavery, he returned to France and went to Rome to resume his studies. On his
return to France, he ministered as Chaplain and Priest.
St Vincent de Paul founded, “The Ladies of Charity”, a group of wealthy women, to collect funds for
missionary projects, hospitals, victims of war and to pay ransoms for the release of gallery-slaves in
Paris. He also became the leader of, “The Congregation of the Mission” and was diligent in
conducting retreats for clergy at a time of great clergy laxity.
St Vincent de Paul was well known by his flock for his compassion, humility and generosity. He was
referred to as, “The Great Apostle of Charity”.
St Vincent de Paul’s Feast Day is the 27th September. He is the Patron Saint of Charities including
the St Vincent de Paul Society.

Catholic Life
Jesuit Values
This half term we are focussing
on Compassion and Love
as our values.
Please support us by
encouraging your child to show
compassion for others and love
towards others.

“And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you,
and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
will have compassion” Exodus 33:19

Nuneaton Catholic Handicapped Fellowship Sponsored Walk
Sunday 7th October, 2pm
All students and families welcome
This year we would like to encourage as many students and families as possible in the MAC
to participate in the Catholic Handicapped Fellowship sponsored walk. This is one of the
dedicated charities of the Holy Spirit MAC and it would be great to see all our students and
their families taking part and helping to raise money for this worthy cause.
will be issued a sponsor card.
Please support us....this is a lovely family event and let's pray the sun is shining!

Information

Open Evening is on Thursday 11th
October, 6pm - 8pm

Come and see what a fantastic school we are.
Open Morning is on Friday 12th October 9am - 12pm.
If you would like a tour during the school day please contact reception to arrange this.
Call 02476 642400 or email
admin@st-thomas-more.net
We look forward to welcoming you!

ParentPay
Payment for School
Lunches

Advanced
Notice

We use ParentPay to pay for school
lunches. To access ParentPay
parents/carers will be issued with a
letter from school w/c 10th September
outlining details to log on and pay for
school lunches.

Early closure for
students on
Thursday 11th October
at 2.15pm for
Open Evening
preparations

School Photographs
If you wish to purchase your child’s school photograph via the school,
the last day to place your order will be

Thursday 4th October
Any orders received into school after this date will not be
processed, however you can still order online or via the customer services at Lafayette
Late orders cannot be delivered to the school and therefore will incur a postage charge.
Order online at www.lafayettephotography.com/schools
Customer services on 03702432085

Information
Reminder
Students are expected to wear
School Blazers at all times whilst
on school site unless permission
is given from a member of staff
for them to remove them.

Information
Please can you ensure we have the most
up-to-date email contact address for you.
Please advise the school if you do change any
of your emergency contact details.
Kind regards STM School

The following awards will be on offer for the students who gain the highest number of
merits this half term. These will go into a prize draw at the end of this half term and the 5
students will be selected from the draw.
Who will be the lucky winners of these great prizes........?

Subject
House Languages
Thank you and well done to all those pupils who took part in the House
Languages competition this week. It was a great success, with some
excellent displays of linguistic talent. Congratulations to our winners.
The results were as follows:
Year Group
7
8
9
10&11

Winners
Webster
Sherwin
Kirby
Sherwin

Paris Trip
I have created a google classroom for the Paris trip 2019
Students who are going should see me to get the code to access
all the news updates for this trip.
Mrs Griffiths

Millionaire’s Club
Congratulations to Joshwa John and David Daniel!
Both have joined the Millionaire’s Club as part of
the Accelerated Reader Programme. Josh and
David have both read a million words in record
breaking time.
Well Done Boys!
Miss Wright

Subject
Science and Computing Faculty Notice
Fantastic start to Educake in Science
All students from year 7-11 have now been introduced to the Educake website during
their science lessons, http://www.educake.co.uk . A letter has been sent home with
students following their introductory session so Parents and Carers can help and
support access to this fantastic site. If students forget their password, not to worry,
this website offers direct support and help.
It is fantastic to see so many students have already answered over 100
questions using this resource to complete homework set but also by setting
themselves questions to recap learning from their lessons.

Merits will be given out each month to:

Merits will be given out each month to:

All merits will be going towards giving students the chance to win the fantastic prizes
on offer announced in last weeks newsletter. Please keep an eye out for certificates!
Mrs Hacklett will be setting all Year 11 students revision questions every Monday,
which will be due the following week. Each week will be a different part of the
curriculum to support students revision and preparation for the January mock exams. It
will start at Biology topic 1.

Events

Thursday 4th October, Main School Hall
Appointments are with Form Tutors only as a second Parents
Evening is scheduled for 11th April 2019 when you will have
the opportunity to speak to subject teachers. However if you
have concerns in the meantime, please do contact the relevant
member of staff.
10 minute appointment slots between 4.30pm – 7.30pm

Lourdes 2018
Year 9 students have the fantastic opportunity to travel to Lourdes in France this
year during May. Students will spend a week in Lourdes where they will form part
of the Birmingham Diocese to Lourdes the first time the school has joined with the
Diocese. This means that students will
get to visit the site where Mary appeared to St Bernadette, will spend time with
and help some of the sick and elderly pilgrims who travel to Lourdes for healing
and will get to meet, spend time with and make friends with some of the hundreds
of other young people who will be attending from across the diocese.
The pilgrimage will cost £450, a cost which will be heavily subsidised by the
fundraising students will do. Anyone who would like to go, or would like any more
information, needs to speak to Mr Shannon in RE.

Information
Information

The Importance of Good Punctuality to
School

Good punctuality to both school and lessons leads to higher achievement. In the world of work
being punctual is something that is required so we try and teach our young people good habits
for their future lives. If a student is 5 minutes late three times a week it equates to almost 10
hours of education missed in a year.
We recognise that parents/carers play an integral role to supporting good punctuality and we will
work with parents/carers and other agencies to resolve any punctuality issues. The school
expects all students to arrive by 9.00am to school and to be on time to lessons. This ensures that
students;
 Maximise their opportunities at school
 Avoids the disruption to lessons and learning
 Develop good habits which will be expected by employers
Students who arrive after 9.00am with a legitimate reason (note provided by Parents/Carers) will
be given a L code (late for the morning session). Students who arrive after 9.30am without a valid
reason will be given a U code. This means that they have arrived to school after the morning
register has closed and therefore the session is recorded as unauthorised.
A 'U' code affects a student's attendance. Poor attendance will require interventions and could
result in a referral to the ACE (Attendance, Compliance and Enforcement Service). Any student
who arrives late to school without a valid reason will be issued a lates detention on that day.
The school gates are locked at 9.00am. Students arriving after 9.00am should sign in at
Student Reception before going to their form room. If a student arrives to school after 9.00am
without valid reason then a lates detention is issued at lunchtime on that day. Students will
receive a Lates Notice informing them that they are in a Lates Detention and should go to Room 2
at start of lunchtime. (1.25pm). The detention lasts 15 minutes.
If a student is persistently late, this will be picked up by the Head of Year in the first instance and
then by Mr Rowlett, Assistant Principal if the situation does not improve. We will involve
parents/carers at the first stage of the process.
Thank you for your support
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

Subject

ATTENDANCE LADDER
TOP TEN FORMS
Week starting 17th September

9TAH
11CE
10SU
7SU
7WL
9MS
11AY
11GH
7NT
9BW
10CE
8MEG

– 99.3
– 98.7
– 98.6
– 98.6
– 98.3
– 97.9
– 97.7
– 97.7
– 97.4
– 97.3
– 97.0
– 96.8

Information
LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has
clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of
compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme
Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every
day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without
authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the
Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged
to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to
determine the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances
warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made
by the ‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be
in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded
as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a
Fixed Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to
the parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance,
Compliance and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council
It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2
children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling
£240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the matter
will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal
proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for
Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic
Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions of absence
year
2017/18. This is an increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic year 2017/18. This is an
increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

