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Mission Sunday,18th October 2020
World Mission Sunday is celebrated in every Catholic community in the
world. It’s a moment of grace to express solidarity with our brothers and
sisters in Christ who are living in situations of poverty, violence and
oppression. Every parish, school and community is invited to join this special
event, and every penny, pound and prayer you give to Mission helps
missionaries everywhere continue their work.
We are all called to share God’s love
In the Holy Father’s message for World Mission Sunday, he says:
‘The Church continues the mission of Jesus and sends us everywhere so that, through our witness and the
proclamation of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his love and transform hearts, societies and cultures’.
On this day through prayer, reflection and material help we express our support of missionaries from all continents
who are striving to preach and live the Gospel among those have yet to receive it.
We are delighted to be joining in with this event in school next week, with a special virtual assembly on Tuesday for
all students.

Mass in school for students
Given the current COVID-19, unfortunately, we are restricted with whole school masses or year group masses at
present and have been developing creative ways for collective worship. We are delighted and grateful that Fr John is
able to come into school to celebrate mass for individual classes on Tuesday mornings. We are also able to access
the live streaming of Mass at Our Lady of the Angels Church with Fr Simon and St Francis Church in Bedworth with
Fr Michael. As a Catholic school, it is important that we continue the Church’s mission to is to carry out and continue
the work of Jesus Christ and to share the Word of God.

CAFOD Family Fast Day
On Friday 23rd October, we would like to raise money as a school for CAFOD as part of
Family Fast Day. This means that students and staff can wear non uniform and
contribute a £1 to CAFOD and the many great charitable causes they support. We
welcome your support in helping us raise money to help hard-to-reach communities
around the world. Every little helps……..

Email: admin@st-thomas-more.net
Tel: 024 7664 2400
www.st-Thomas-more.net
Facebook: @stthomasmorecatholicschool
Twitter: @StThomasmoreNun
St Thomas More Catholic Academy & Sixth Form College is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff, volunteers and parents
carers to share this commitment.

Information

Black History Month 2020

The RE department has been looking at the teachings of Jesus on equality and
the Catholic Church's history in working across the world in supporting all
communities. In particular looking at modern saints from all over the globe who
have defended the rights the all people.

The Creative faculty, members of each subject are discussing inspirational black people.
In Design Technology, staff have been discussing and setting tasks on inspirational
designers including: Lonnie Johnson, (inventor of the super soaker) Virgil Abloh (creator of
the brand 'Off White') and Sarah Boone (inventor of the folding ironing board).

In PE, staff are discussing the story of Jesse Owens who achieved international fame at the
1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin Germany, by winning four gold medals: 100 meters, long
jump, 200 meters, and 4 × 100-meter relay. He was the most successful athlete at the Games
and, as a black man, was credited with "single-handedly crushing Hitler's myth of Aryon
supremacy".
In Art, students are looking at life and work of Yinke Shonibare. His work explores issues of
colonialism alongside those of race and class, through a range of media which include
painting, sculpture, photography and installation art,

In Music, students are researching the work of Thomas Wiggins who was an
American musical prodigy on the piano. He had numerous original compositions published
and had a lengthy and largely successful performing career throughout the United States.
During the 19th century, he was one of the best-known American performing pianists and one
of the best-known African-American musicians.

Foundation Governor Vacancy
Our Education Standards Committee currently has a vacancy for a Foundation Representative. We welcome
applications from enthusiastic members of our school community who could use their skills to work in
partnership with the school to promote and drive school improvement. Foundation Governors are practising
Catholics who represent the interest of the Archdiocese of Birmingham by supporting and promoting the
Catholic foundations of the school. A reference from your Parish Priest is required as part of the application
process. Meeting are held once every half term from 6pm—7pm on Monday evenings. For more information
please contact Jane White, PA to the Acting Principal for more information white.j@st-thomas-more.net

Information

Sixth Form virtual Opening Evening

The virtual open evening for the Sixth Form will be live from Thursday 19th November on our school website
and social media pages. There will be lots of information pertaining to A Level subjects, and the opportunity
to hear from staff and current year 12 and year 13 students.

Year 7 Virtual Tutor evening
The virtual year 7 Tutor evening will take place on Thursday 12th November. Parents and Carers will be
invited to a 5 minute Zoom meeting with your child’s Form Tutor. If you do not have access to Zoom and
would rather receive an update via telephone then this can be arranged with your child’s Form Tutor. We will
send further communication about the year 7 Virtual Tutor evening to parents and carers via ParentMail
after half term.

Information

Word of the Week: CHRONOLOGICAL

The word of the week this week comes from the History department.
Chronological refers to the order in which a series of events happened, or a list or explanation of
these events in the order in which they happened. In History, the knowledge of chronology is about much
more than remembering dates and understanding the terms and conventions used to label different periods
of time – important as these are. A secure knowledge of the order of events underpins any attempt to
explain cause and consequence or to chart the process of change and continuity.
Students will be expected to understand this word from Year 7 to 11; it is a key part of their History studies.

Think Higher

Attendance and Punctuality
Well done this week’s attendance winners!
1st Place: 7 CT & 9AM with 100%

6th Place: 9ZI & 7DC with 98.6%

2nd Place: 8TE with 99.6%

7th Place: 7RS & 8WN with 98.5%

3rd Place: 7PN & 8NA with 99.3%

8th Place: 10GH with 97.9%

4th Place: 7EL, 7SB & 9HT with 99.2%

9th Place: 8JN with 96.0%

5th Place: 11TAH with 98.7%

10th Place: 9CE with 95.6%

Information

Face coverings on school transport

A reminder that all students travelling to and from school by bus are required to wear a face
covering. This is in line with Government guidelines. Please support us by stressing the
importance of this.

Visitors to school site

All adults entering the school site and/or Sixth Form in the Holy Spirit MAC are required to wear a face
covering. This will support our ongoing effort to keep our students and staff safe. If for any reason you are
unable to wear a face covering, please speak to a member of the Senior Leadership Team.

Self isolation
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals and is self isolating as a result of COVID -19 they are still
entitled to a Free School Meal from school. Please text or call 07552800402 and we can support you with
this.

Remote Learning
In the event of a whole year group or class having to self-isolate, or in the event of a partial closure of
school, we will be providing work for students via Google Classroom. All students will be provided with a
Google Classroom code for each of their subjects. If your child does not have internet access and/or a
computer at home, please let us know. We have a few spare computers in school that we can loan out.
Alternatively, we are happy to provide hard copies of any work to complete on paper instead .

Blazers

Reminder that all students are required to wear their school blazer after October half term.

School Photographs
Ordering School Photographs
Placing your order is easy:
* Order online at https://schools.lafayettephotography.com/ using your unique reference number (URN)
found along the side of your child’s photograph.
NB. Images will be viewable online within 5 working days of the event date.
* Call our dedicated call center team on 037 024 32085 quoting your unique reference number (URN)
Orders will have free delivery back school if you order before 2nd November, or you can have them
dispatched directly to your home address.

Lafayette upload all images to their secure website for you to view before you purchase, you are only able to
view your own child’s image using the unique reference number found on the proof card which you will
receive on the day of the event.

Message from the Pope
“How much openness is needed to welcome people who feel alone and confused as
they search for a meaning in life”

