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Dear Parents/Carers,
“Treat others as you yourself would like to be treated” Luke 6

This week our assemblies have focused on the new behaviour policy linked to last
weeks Gospel and how we have the power, as Jesus, did to transform our words
and actions to make a positive difference to the lives of others and the school
community. I’m delighted to report that students seem to have returned to the new
term with a positive mind-set; focused on learning which is the culture we promote.
We were saddened to hear about the floods in Kerala which have left many families
badly affected, particularly the Sisters who work in the Parish of St Francis,
Bedworth. As a MAC school we will support the Kerala Emergency Floods Appeal
on Monday 17th September and raise money for those communities that have been
decimated. We are asking students to bring in £1 to contribute to this worthy cause
and in return they will gain an extended break time. There will also be cake sales
run by our sixth form students. Please support us with this event.
Thank you to all our Year 12 parent/carers who attended the Year 12 Welcome
Evening last week. Your support and commitment to the school is much
appreciated.
The funeral of John Jevons, who passed away in the holidays, takes place this
week. Please keep John and his family in your prayers.
May God’s blessing be upon you this weekend.
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

News

Nuneaton Catholic Handicapped Fellowship Sponsored Walk
Sunday 7th October, 2pm
All students and families welcome

This year we would like to encourage as many students and families as possible in the MAC
to participate in the Catholic Handicapped Fellowship sponsored walk. This is one of the
dedicated charities of the Holy Spirit MAC and it would be great to see all our students and
their families taking part and helping to raise money for this worthy cause.
On Tuesday 18th September, all students at St Thomas More School will receive a letter with
the details of this event. They will need to return the reply slip and will then will be issued a
sponsor card.
Please support us....this is a lovely family event and let's pray the sun is shining!

New Staff Joining the STM School
Community
We have welcomed some new staff to the school this term and are delighted to hear they feel
very well supported and are settling into the St Thomas More school way of life. Please pray
for all our new staff joining us. May God's blessing be with them all.
Mrs Hafejee
Teacher of Maths
Mrs Morris
Teacher of History
Mrs Hobbs
Teacher of Computing
Mr Shannon
Teacher of RE
Mrs Julie Sewell
Chief Finance Officer

Key Dates
Thursday 20th September
Thursday 11th October
Monday 29th October
Monday 5th November
Tuesday 6th November
Thursday 15th November
Thursday 22nd November
Thursday 20th December
Friday 21st December
Monday 24th December

Whole School Photographs
Year 6 Open Evening. School Closes at 2.30pm
Half Term
Teacher Training day
Term Starts
Sixth Form Open Evening. School Closes at
2.30pm
Year 11 Prize Giving
Year 13 Prize Giving
Advent mass & Last Day of Autumn Term
Christmas Holidays

Catholic Life
Message from the Pope
“In the Sacrament of Reconciliation we find our way
back to the Lord, and rediscover the meaning of life.”

Family Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018
On our website we welcome you to explore our
Catholic life which underpins everything we do.
You will find
A gallery of events like our recent pilgrimage to
Lourdes
 A feature on how we celebrate the Liturgical Year.
 Features on our collective worship where Mass is
celebrated for close to 1000 staff and students.
 Prayer opportunities primarily using our 'School
Prayer'.
 Our rosary group and involvement on our MAC
rosary relay chain.
 Information on our retreat programme to Mater
Ecclesiae convent, Alton Castle and Soli House.
 The role of our Chaplain Fr Matthew Pittam and
the Chaplaincy



Weekly Prayer
Dear God, I lean on You because I know
you care about me. Your strength
supports me, Your love carries me. You
are here for me: To help me through
every pain. To be my eyes when I feel
the need to turn away. To be my ears
when I can't bear to hear what has to be
said. To be my heart, always filled with
hope and courage. Thank You.
~Amen

God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind, gentle and generous,
Welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace.
Protect all families with your loving care,
especially those for whom we now pray:
Increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
keep us safe in your love,
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we
share.
This we ask, through Christ our Lord,
Amen

Catholic Life
Saint of the Week
St John Chrysostom
(347 ca – 407)

St John Chrysostom was born in Antioch. His
military officer father died soon after his birth and
he was raised by his mother.
St John’s early education was by a pagan teacher
but at 21, he chose a Christian baptism while
continuing to study Theology. He then lived a very
austere existence as a hermit, performing extreme
physical sacrifices to the detriment of his health.

St John was appointed Archbishop of Constantinople and became renowned for his
preaching; readily confronting ecclesiastical and political leaders.
St John once wrote: “Do you wish to honour the body of Christ? Do not ignore him when he
is naked. Do not pay him homage in the temple clad in silk, only then to neglect him
outside where he is cold and ill-clad. He who said: “This is my body” is the same who said:
“You saw me hungry and you gave me no food”, and “Whatever you did to the least of my
brothers you did also to me”… What good is it if the Eucharistic table is overloaded with
golden chalices when your brother is dying of hunger? Start by satisfying his hunger and
then with what is left you may adorn the altar as well”.
St John is a Doctor of the Church. His Feast Day is the 13th September. He is the Patron
Saint of Constantinople and preachers

Information

Open Evening is on Thursday 11th October, 6pm - 8pm

Come and see what a fantastic school we are.
Open Morning is on Friday 12th October 9am - 12pm.
If you would like a tour during the school day please contact reception to arrange this.
Call 02476 642400 or email
admin@st-thomas-more.net
We look forward to welcoming you!

School
Photographs
Thursday 20th
September

Information
Please can you ensure we have the most
up-to-date email contact address for you.
Please advise the school if you do change
any of your emergency contact details.
Kind regards STM School

Have you logged into
your account?

Have you down loaded
the app?

ParentMail
We are using ParentMail for all communication and with the added benefit that you will also be
able to book Parents Evening meetings online using this tool.
If you have an Android or Apple smartphone, we would highly recommend you download the
free ParentMail App asap so you are up and ready for the new term. To do this, simply search
for “ParentMail” in your App store.
Please ensure the school has an up to date mobile number and email address to ensure you
get the best benefit from this app.
If you need any additional information or assistance, please use the help site:
www.parentmail.co.uk/help/parenthelp/
or please contact Lisa McCord in the school Finance office.

All communication goes through ParentMail

Information

ParentPay – Payment for School Lunches
We use ParentPay to pay for school lunches. To access ParentPay
parents/carers will be issued with a letter from school w/c 10th September
outlining details to log on and pay for school lunches.

Attendance and Punctuality
Excellent attendance and punctuality to school are imperative to ensure students achieve their
very best. This year we are having a real drive on these two key areas and we expect students to
attend school regularly and be on time each day. I would like to take the opportunity to remind
parents/carers that each day absent from school is equal to 5 hours
of learning lost. Holidays in term time will not be authorised (only in exceptional circumstances)
and parents/carers may receive a fixed term penalty notice.
In regards to punctuality the school gates close at 9am so any student arriving to school after this
time will be late and consequently given a C1.
If a student is late twice in a week a C3 consequence will be issued.
If your child has an illness related absence please contact the school by either calling 02476
642400 or email attendance@st-thomas-more.net.
We require all our parents/carers to notify the school of your child’s absence or this absence will
be recorded as unauthorised.

Students Wishing to sit GCSE in a Foreign Language other
than French or Spanish
Any pupils who wish to sit an external GCSE in their mother tongue should please come
and see Miss Adey in Room 17 by the end of the day on Monday 17th September.

Family Support Worker
Hi; I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself. I’m Natalie
Moore. Some of you may have already met me on the main school
reception however I have recently changed role.
My new role is Family Support Worker. I’m here to encourage all of our
students to attend school regularly which is linked to high achievement.
. I will be working with students and their families and helping them get the support that they
need to ensure their school experience is one that they enjoy in order for them to develop and
succeed. Any questions please contact me on moore.n@st-thomas-more.net or 02476 640400

Subject
House Languages Competition 2018
Competitions will be held in the Modern Languages Department at lunchtimes during the week beginning
th
24 September. This is always a popular house activity and the Languages teachers are always very well
entertained by the wonderful performances of each team. This year we have decided to limit the
languages allowed to just those taught in school, but the teams are still encouraged to bring in and use
their own props, costumes, back drops and music.
We look forward to a great competition and
may the best team win!

Educake comes to STM
We are very excited in Science to announce that we will be using http://www.Educake.co.uk to
support students learning in years 7,8,9,10 and 11!
Educake can be accessed via mobiles, tablets and PCs. Next week students will be introduced to the
website by their Science teacher, who will give out usernames and passwords, and show students step
by step how to use this fantastic site. Your child will be given a letter to take home which will have all the
information about access and how to navigate the site, and give Parents/Carers details of how to support
students at home. Lunchtime session will be made available so students can complete their Educake
homework during lunchtime and afterschool, this can be arranged with class teachers.
We are particularly excited about using Educake as it provides immediate feedback, allows students to
show progress whereby they can re-submit questions after using revisiting their knowledge organisers,
Parents and Carers can see progress at home, it can track progress throughout the year which in turn will
support revision for assessments and support students to become autonomous learners as they can set
themselves questions.
Science will be creating league tables each month for the highest achieving students in years 7,8,9,10
and 11 who will all receive 3 merits. There will be a further 3 merits for the students who set themselves
and completes the most questions each month in KS3, year 9, year 10 and year 11.

Lourdes 2018
Year 9 students have the fantastic opportunity to travel to Lourdes in France this year during May.
Students will spend a week in Lourdes where they will form part of the Birmingham Diocese to Lourdes the first time the school has joined with the Diocese. This means that students will
get to visit the site where Mary appeared to St Bernadette, will spend time with and help some of the sick
and elderly pilgrims who travel to Lourdes for healing and will get to meet, spend time with and make
friends with some of the hundreds of other young people who will be attending from across the diocese.
The pilgrimage will cost £450, a cost which will be heavily subsidised by the fundraising students will do.
Anyone who would like to go, or would like any more information, needs to speak to Mr Shannon in RE.

Information

Information
The Importance of Good Punctuality to
School
Good punctuality to both school and lessons leads to higher achievement. In the world of work
being punctual is something that is required so we try and teach our young people good habits
for their future lives. If a student is 5 minutes late three times a week it equates to almost 10
hours of education missed in a year.
We recognise that parents/carers play an integral role to supporting good punctuality and we will
work with parents/carers and other agencies to resolve any punctuality issues. The school
expects all students to arrive by 9.00am to school and to be on time to lessons. This ensures that
students;
 Maximise their opportunities at school
 Avoids the disruption to lessons and learning
 Develop good habits which will be expected by employers
Students who arrive after 9.00am with a legitimate reason (note provided by Parents/Carers) will
be given a L code (late for the morning session). Students who arrive after 9.30am without a valid
reason will be given a U code. This means that they have arrived to school after the morning
register has closed and therefore the session is recorded as unauthorised.
A 'U' code affects a student's attendance. Poor attendance will require interventions and could
result in a referral to the ACE (Attendance, Compliance and Enforcement Service). Any student
who arrives late to school without a valid reason will be issued a lates detention on that day.
The school gates are locked at 9.00am. Students arriving after 9.00am should sign in at
Student Reception before going to their form room. If a student arrives to school after 9.00am
without valid reason then a lates detention is issued at lunchtime on that day. Students will
receive a Lates Notice informing them that they are in a Lates Detention and should go to Room 2
at start of lunchtime. (1.25pm). The detention lasts 15 minutes.
If a student is persistently late, this will be picked up by the Head of Year in the first instance and
then by Mr Rowlett, Assistant Principal if the situation does not improve. We will involve
parents/carers at the first stage of the process.
Thank you for your support
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

Subject

ATTENDANCE LADDER
TOP TEN FORMS

5th – 7th SEPTEMBER 2018
7TL
7HE
7nt
8MEG
9TAH

-

100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%

7WL
11AY

-

98.9%
98.9%

7SN

-

98.8%

8MH

-

98.4%

10SH

-

98.3%

Information
LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has
clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of
compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme
Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every
day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without
authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the
Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged
to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to
determine the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances
warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made
by the ‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be
in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded
as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a
Fixed Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to
the parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance,
Compliance and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council
It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2
children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling
£240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the matter
will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal
proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for
Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic
Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions of absence
year
2017/18. This is an increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic year 2017/18. This is an
increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

