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Dear Parents/Carers,
“If you give some of your own food to feed those who are hungry and to satisfy the needs of those
who are humble, then your light will rise in the dark, and your darkness will become as bright as
the noonday sun”. Isaiah 58:10
It certainly has been a busy week at school and one of the highlights was Open Evening on
Thursday evening. It was a great opportunity to show off the school to so many prospective year
7 parents/carers who were very positive about the changes we are making and have made to the
school.It’s always a pleasure to receive positive feedback about our students who supported the
evening as tour guides or helpers in classrooms.
A huge thank you to all students who helped out with the event. - You did a tremendous job. We
are very proud of you all.
This week we celebrated World Mental Health Day in school and raised awareness of the
anxieties facing young people today. We talked to students about the importance of building
mental resilience as a preventative measure. A huge well done to Matthew Rayson in Year 13
who set up some fundraising for MIND (charity for Mental Health) this week and raised a
substantial amount. We will continue to focus on the importance of understanding mental illness
and how being aware and understanding the early warning signs and symptoms is essential to a
young person’s future wellbeing.
As you are aware we have launched the foodbank appeal which will run over the next few weeks.
The Nuneaton Foodbank really needs our help and we are asking every student and member of
staff to donate at least one item of food or drink. There will be a prize for the form group that
raises the most items for this very worthy cause.
All students will receive a copy of The Holy Spirit MAC Experience today which sets out the
commitments to producing outstanding opportunities above and beyond the National Curriculum
for every child in The Holy Spirt MAC. This is a fantastic opportunity for all students and we are
very proud to be part of this.
Thank you to all students and their families who supported the Catholic Fellowship Walk at Arbury
Hall last Sunday. It was a great to see so many families there. A huge congratulations to Matthew
Jenkinson in year 7, who raised £120.00 for this worthy cause. Well done Matthew.

I wish you all a pleasant weekend.
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

News
Key Dates
Thursday 25th October

Sixth Form Parents Evening

Monday 29th October
Monday 5th November
Tuesday 6th November

Half Term
Teacher Training day
Term Starts

Thursday 15th November
Thursday 22nd November

Sixth Form Open Evening. School Closes at 2.30pm
Year 11 Prize Giving

Thursday 6th December
Friday 7th December

Year 11 Art Mock Exam
Year 11 Art Mock Exam

Thursday 20th December
Friday 21st December
Monday 24th December
Monday 7th January
Tuesday 8th January

Year 13 Prize Giving
Advent mass & Last Day of Autumn Term
Christmas Holidays
Teacher Training day
Spring Terms Starts

We still have a number of parents/carers in each year group who have not activated their ParentMail
account. This means that you will not be receiving key information about your child. It is vital that you
set up your account to receive this. We have written to all parents/carers who have not activated their
account with guidance on how to do this successfully. If you have any issues, please contact Lisa
McCord, Finance on Mccord.l@st-thomas-more.net

Catholic Life
Message from the Pope
“Grandparents are a treasure in the family. Please,
take care of your grandparents: love them and let
them talk to your children!
”
Family Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018
On our website we welcome you to explore our
Catholic life which underpins everything we do.
You will find
A gallery of events like our recent pilgrimage to
Lourdes
 A feature on how we celebrate the Liturgical Year.
 Features on our collective worship where Mass is
celebrated for close to 1000 staff and students.
 Prayer opportunities primarily using our 'School
Prayer'.
 Our rosary group and involvement on our MAC
rosary relay chain.
 Information on our retreat programme to Mater
Ecclesiae convent, Alton Castle and Soli House.
 The role of our Chaplain Fr Matthew Pittam and
the Chaplaincy



Weekly Prayer
Dear God, I lean on You because I
know you care about me. Your
strength supports me, Your love
carries me. You are here for me: To
help me through every pain. To be
my eyes when I feel the need to turn
away. To be my ears when I can't
bear to hear what has to be said. To
be my heart, always filled with hope
and courage. Thank You.
~Amen

God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus Your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind, gentle and generous,
Welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live Your forgiveness and peace.
Protect all families with Your loving care,
especially those for whom we now pray:
Increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
keep us safe in Your love,
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we
share.
This we ask, through Christ our Lord,
Amen

Catholic Life
Saint of the Week
Pope St John XXIII
Pope St John was born the fourth of thirteen children into a
shared farm at Sotto-il-Monte, Italy. Three of his siblings
died in childhood.
Pope St John was ordained a Priest in Rome at the age of
23 and quickly appointed to a series of roles that led to
Archbishop, Cardinal and Patriarch of Venice.

Pope St John was unexpectedly appointed Pope in 1958 and to many people’s surprise, he
quickly embarked upon a series of major church reforms, now referred to as the Second
Vatican Council. Following one of the council meetings, he addressed a crowd in St. Peter’s
Square saying, “Dear children, returning home, you will find children: give your children a
caress and say – this is the caress of the Pope”.
Pope St John was a persistent advocate for human rights including the unborn child and the
elderly. He intervened on many occasions to help save the lives of persecuted and interned
Jews, children and other suppressed groups. He offered to mediate between President
John F Kennedy and the Russian leader Nikita Khruschev during the Cuban Missile Crisis.
He is often affectionately known as, “The Good Pope”.
Four and a half years into his papacy, Pope St John died from the effects of stomach
cancer. His Feast Day is the 11th October.
Pope St John XXIII:

O Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I would like to be filled with love for You; keep
me closely united with You, may my heart be near to Yours.
(Extract from prayers by Pope St John XXIII)

Glory be to the Lord

Catholic Life
Rugby Deanery Visitation
Once every seven to ten years Bishops from Birmingham
Archdiocese visit all parishes in the Rugby Deanery. The
visitation will run between October 2018 and March 2019.
Archbishop Longley and Bishop Kenny will immerse
themselves in the life of each parish as part of this work.
Please pray for all priests during this time as they prepare
for this visitation.
A Prayer for Priests
God our Father, we praise you for the gift of the priesthood in your
Church, and for the ministry of priests in service of your people. We
thank you for the precious gift of your Son, received at the hands
of your priests.
We pray for all the priests of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. May
they find inspiration and encouragement from the laity, deacons
and religious, and from each other.
We recall, with gratitude, the priests who have been a source of
grace in our lives. [We pray especially for Fr…] Be watchful over
your priests, Lord, we pray. Give courage to those who serve you,
and grant them their eternal reward. Have mercy on those who
have struggled to stay close to you.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place all priests of the
Archdiocese of Birmingham under your protection. Be present in
the hearts of all our priests. May their hearts burn with love for you.
We pray that all priests experience the joy of the Gospel in their
lives, and are constantly enriched by your Word.

Catholic Life
Jesuit Values
This half term we are focussing
on Compassion and Love
as our values.
Please support us by
encouraging your child to show
compassion for others and love
towards others.

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love never fails." ~ 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Subject
Maths - Year 9
On Monday 4 year 9 students went to Saint
Peter and Paul primary school in Coventry to
deliver a maths lesson on probability.
The students planned the lesson designed the
resources and delivered it with confidence to a
mixed ability class. All students got involved
with Sophie and Leah taking a lead role.
The year 6 students really enjoyed the change,
andvery excited by our visit and maths as a
subject.

Year 8 – STEM Club
The science and computing faculty will soon be offering an after school
STEM club. We will start by making a model glider from plans and then
hope to fly them. Any year 8 student interested in attending and taking
part should meet with Mr Tasker in R27 at the start of lunch on
Wednesday 7th October.
Mr Tasker - Science and computing Faculty

Events
Early Morning Study
Facilities
The School Library and
ICT Room 28 are open
each morning from
8.30am – 9.00am for
homework, reading and
private study.

Small jars of
coffee
Custard
Tinned
Potatoes
Tinned Carrots
Fruit Juice;
Jars of Pasta
Sauce;
Instant Mash
Tinned Fruit
Biscuits;
Puddings

We would like all pupils from across the MAC to donate at
least one item to the food Bank each week over the next
three weeks.
Thank you for your support

Subject

ATTENDANCE LADDER
TOP TEN FORMS
1st – 7th OCTOBER 2018
8MEG

-

99.4%

7TL

-

99.3%

9BW

-

99.0%

7AM

-

98.6%

7NT

-

98.5%

7WL

-

98.3%

11PW )
8MH )

-

96.3%

7SN

-

95.7%

9BU

-

95.3%

Information
LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has
clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of
compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme
Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every
day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without
authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the
Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged
to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to
determine the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances
warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made
by the ‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be
in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded
as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a
Fixed Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to
the parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance,
Compliance and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council
It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2
children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling
£240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the matter
will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal
proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for
Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic
Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions of absence
year
2017/18. This is an increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic year 2017/18. This is an
increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

