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Dear parents and carers
A happy new year to you all. I hope this newsletter finds you well.
Let us pray, O God, who on this day
revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star,
grant in your mercy, that we, who know you already by faith,
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
It has been a great start to the spring term and students have returned, well rested, ready for learning and the
challenges that face them this term. We welcomed all new students back to school with an assembly to remind
students about our high expectations regarding attendance, punctuality to lessons and school, behaviour for learning,
showing kindness and compassion and being resilient. As you know, all students are now required to wear a face mask
in lessons as well as in communal areas. I've been so impressed with the adaptability of students to this change in rule
and so proud of students who are simply 'getting on with it' without much fuss. Well done to all our students!
Hopefully you have had an opportunity to read the letter from Mrs Smith, Senior Executive Principal sent to all parents
and carers on 3rd January. Click on the link here to access this letter. It's important that you are aware of the
challenges we are facing with Covid related staff absence in school yet feel reassured that we are doing our very best
to reduce the impact on students and their learning. In the current climate, we will always aim for consistency of
teachers for students, but sometimes this may not always be possible. There may be occasions where we have to ask
teachers to teach multiple groups together to ensure students are taught by a specialist teacher or make changes to
groups to best meet the needs of learners. We appreciate your understanding in these challenging times.
A huge thank you to parents and carers for your support with COVID testing this week in school prior to students'
return to school. The overwhelming majority of students were able to be tested to help us stop the spread of the virus in
school and keep staff and students safe. A reminder that if your child does show symptoms or tests positive to let the
school know as soon as possible. As you are aware, the isolation period has now reduced to 7 days which means that
students can return to school or sixth form on day 7 providing they have a negative LFD test on day 6 and day 7. As of
Tuesday 11th January, students are no longer required to obtain a PCR test following a positive Lateral Flow Device
test. Please ensure you inform the school by calling 02476 642400 or emailing admin@st-thomas-more.net if your child
tests positive and do not send them into school. All work is posted on Google Classroom for your child to complete if
they feel well enough and all students have been informed of the Google Classroom code for each of their
subjects. These are also posted on the school website, in the COVID 19 tab. If you do have any concerns about your
child's remote learning whilst they are self-isolating, please do contact us and we will resolve any issues with this. We
appreciate all of your support in encouraging your child to maintain twice weekly testing in helping us control the virus
in school. Should you need any additional tests then please let us know.

We have some students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 completing public BTEC examinations next week in school as well
as Year 10 mock examinations. Please keep students in your prayers as they complete these all-important
assessments. We wish them all the very best of luck!
Wishing you a peaceful weekend.
Mrs L Thomas
Principal
Email: admin@st-thomas-more.net
Tel: 024 7664 2400
www.st-Thomas-more.net
Facebook: @stthomasmorecatholicschool
Twitter: @StThomasmoreNun
St Thomas More Catholic Academy & Sixth Form College is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff, volunteers and parents
carers to share this commitment.



As part of our commitment to safeguarding our young people, we have added another way for
students, parents and carers to report an issue. This can still be face to face and/or alternatively
via a designated email address reportanissue@st-thomas-more.net and/or via the mobile
number 07551493572. This is a confidential service and any issues will be treated with
sensitivity.

Peer on peer abuse is not okay…..
St Thomas More Catholic Academy is committed to preventing all forms of abuse. Abuse, of any kind, is never
acceptable, and we are dedicated to supporting any members of our school community that are affected by
abuse, as well as working with abusers to help them to change their behavior.
Abuse can take many forms, including the examples listed underneath:


Bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying);



Abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers;



Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm
(this may include an online element in which threats of violence are made through text messages or social
media)



Sexual violence



Sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, which may
be one-off comments or repeated over a period of time



Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent



Sexting



Upskirting



Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include an online element).

If you, or someone you know, have been the victim of abuse, it is essential that you talk to a trusted adult in
school. Listen to your early warning signs; if something is making you feel unsafe, speak to someone about it.
There will always be someone there to listen.

If your child is absent from school please contact the school to report your
child’s absence. This can be by email, attendance@st-thomas-more.net,
calling 02476 642400 or on ParentMail.
We ask all our parents/carers to notify the school of your child’s absence or
this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Please find below the lunch menu for the week. To cut down waiting time at the canteen we ask that students have an idea
of what they would like to eat each day.
Thankyou for you cooperation.

This term we welcome a new Chair of the Board of Directors for the Holy Spirit MAC. Avril Staley
has been a member of the Board since the formation of the MAC and is also a former pupil of
St. Francis and St. Thomas More. Avril has a wealth of experience in HR and leadership
development and so brings a great skillset to the role.
Whilst we are delighted that Avril is taking the helm, we are also very sad to see Jim Foley leave
the role of Chair. Jim has been Chair of the Holy Spirit MAC for over six years, during which time
he committed countless hours to the schools in the MAC and has ensured that we put children
and families first at all times. We offer sincere thanks to Jim for his unfaltering commitment and
enthusiasm to achieving the best for every child in our schools.
Sinead Smith

Foundation Governor Vacancy
Our Education Standards Committee currently has a vacancy for a Foundation Representative. We
welcome applications from enthusiastic members of our school community who could use their
skills to work in partnership with the school to promote and drive school improvement.
Foundation Governors are practicing Catholics who represent the interest of the Archdiocese of
Birmingham by supporting and promoting the Catholic foundations of the school. A reference
from your Parish Priest is required as part of the application process. Meeting are held once
every half term from 6pm—7pm on Monday evenings. For more information, please contact Jane
White, PA to the Acting Principal for more information white.j@st-thomas-more.net

