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Dear Parents/Carers,
“Prayer to my Guardian Angel”
Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom His love commits me here. Ever this day be at my side,
to light and guard, to rule and guide. Amen
This week staff from the MAC attended the Novena Mass of Our Lady Undoer of Knots on the feast day of
“Our Guardian Angels” at Our Lady of the Angels Catholic church. We often think of guardian angels as a
special angel only for children, but the truth is that we all have a guardian angel for our entire lives. Our
angels are a gift from God. They watch over us, aid us with prayer, enlighten us, guide us and protect us.
We can hope that our Guardian Angel will help us during our journey as a school community.
We are launching a Facebook Appeal on Monday 8 th October for three weeks and would like the whole
school community to get behind this very worthy cause. The Foodbank in the local area is running low on
supplies and needs support. We are asking every child in the school to donate a minimum of one item a
week over the next three weeks. Last term we donated 565.0kgs of items which was a tremendous effortso this time we want to aim higher. Students/parents and carers can bring items into school and give them
to their form tutor. Alternately there are boxes located around the school for items. Please support us with
this appeal so we can help families in the community who are in need of our help.
On Wednesday 10th October we are celebrating World Mental Health Day. For many young people, school
life is a time of anxiety, apprehension and students are vulnerable to mental distress and illness. Much can
be done to help build mental resilience from an early age to help as a preventable measure. Prevention
begins with being aware of and understanding the early warning signs and symptoms. Assemblies and the
Personal Development Programme will help educate our students on this particular issue over the next few
weeks. We have included some information in the newsletter for parents/carers too.
Yesterday evening we held our year 7 Parent/ Tutor Evening. It was great to see so many parent/carers
attending the event and we thank you for your support and commitment to the school. If you weren’t able
to attend, please contact your child’s Form Tutor if you have any concerns or would like an appointment.
We continually strive to improve how we work with parents/carers. If there is anything you feel we can do
better then please email the school on admin@st-thomas-more.net
Finally, a reminder that the Catholic Fellowship Sponsored Walk takes place on Sunday 7 th October at
2pm at Arbury Hall. This is one of our MAC chosen charities and it would be great to see as many of our
families as possible supporting this.

I wish you all a pleasant weekend.
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

News
Key Dates
Thursday 11th October

Year 6 Open Evening. School Closes at 2.30pm

Friday 12th October
Thursday 25th October
Monday 29th October

Year 6 Open Morning
Sixth Form Parents Evening
Half Term

Monday 5th November
Tuesday 6th November

Teacher Training day
Term Starts

Thursday 15th November
Thursday 22nd November

Sixth Form Open Evening. School Closes at 2.30pm
Year 11 Prize Giving

Thursday 6th December
Friday 7th December
Thursday 20th December
Friday 21st December

Year 11 Art Mock Exam
Year 11 Art Mock Exam
Year 13 Prize Giving
Advent mass & Last Day of Autumn Term

Monday 24th December
Monday 7th January
Tuesday 8th January

Christmas Holidays
Teacher Training day
Spring Terms Starts

Catholic Life
Message from the Pope
“Let’s promote friendship and respect between men
and women of different religious traditions in order to
build a world of peace.”
”
Family Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018
On our website we welcome you to explore our
Catholic life which underpins everything we do.
You will find
A gallery of events like our recent pilgrimage to
Lourdes
 A feature on how we celebrate the Liturgical Year.
 Features on our collective worship where Mass is
celebrated for close to 1000 staff and students.
 Prayer opportunities primarily using our 'School
Prayer'.
 Our rosary group and involvement on our MAC
rosary relay chain.
 Information on our retreat programme to Mater
Ecclesiae convent, Alton Castle and Soli House.
 The role of our Chaplain Fr Matthew Pittam and
the Chaplaincy



Weekly Prayer

Angel of God
my guardian dear,
to whom His love
Commits me here.
Ever this day
Be at my side,
to light and guard,
to rule and guide.
Amen

God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus Your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind, gentle and generous,
Welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live Your forgiveness and peace.
Protect all families with Your loving care,
especially those for whom we now pray:
Increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
keep us safe in Your love,
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we
share.
This we ask, through Christ our Lord,
Amen

Catholic Life
Saint of the Week
St Francis of Assisi
(1881 – 1226)

St Francis was born into a prosperous silk merchant family of
seven children at Assisi, Italy. His first name was Giovanni but
his father nicknamed him Francesco – the Frenchman. He
enjoyed the good-life trappings of wealth, despite having been
held captive for a year following a military expedition.
St Francis refused him “spare coins”, but on reflection, he closed
the stall and went searching for the beggar.
When he found him, he gave him all the money he had. Those who saw mocked his actions and his
father was bereft at his behaviour. However, this was only mildly reflective of the man that St
Francis wished to be.
Interestingly, St Francis was never ordained a Priest, choosing instead to live a very simple life of
prayer, preaching and poverty. He set up multiple Orders for men and women, generally referred to
as the Franciscans, and the Poor Clares. Their simple rule was,
“To follow the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and to walk in his footsteps”.
St Francis’ Feast Day is the 4th October. He is the Patron Saint of animals, with St Catherine St
Francis of Assisi:
Prayer for Peace:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Glory be to the…

Siena, Patron Saint of Italy.

Catholic Life
Jesuit Values
This half term we are focussing
on Compassion and Love
as our values.
Please support us by
encouraging your child to show
compassion for others and love
towards others.

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you”. - Ephesians 4:32

Information

Open Evening is on Thursday 11th
October, 6pm - 8pm

Come and see what a fantastic school we are.
Open Morning is on Friday 12th October 9am - 12pm.
If you would like a tour during the school day please contact reception to arrange this.
Call 02476 642400 or email
admin@st-thomas-more.net
We look forward to welcoming you!

ParentPay
Payment for School
Lunches

Advanced
Notice

We use ParentPay to pay for school
lunches. To access ParentPay
parents/carers will be issued with a
letter from school w/c 10th September
outlining details to log on and pay for
school lunches.

Early closure for
students on Thursday 11th October
at 2.30pm for
Open Evening preparations.
Should your child not be able to
leave school at the earlier time, will
be supervised in school until
3.30pm

APPOINTMENTS WITH SCHOOL STAFF
Please endeavour to make an appointment to see a member of staff to discuss any
Issues you are experiencing with your child as we cannot guarantee you will be able to speak to a
member of staff without an appointment. Best practice is to telephone the school and ask for an
appointment with the relevant member of staff. Please do not be offended that
appointments cannot be on the same day that you contacted us because the person you need may be
teaching all day. Our priority as a school is to provide high quality teaching and
learning. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Mrs L Thomas, Acting principal

Information
Privacy Notice
Information is now available on the
school website regarding the Holy
Spirit MAC's privacy notice.

Reminder
Students are expected to wear School
Blazers at all times whilst on school site
unless permission is given from a member
of staff for them to remove them.

The following awards will be on offer for the students who gain the highest number of
merits this half term. These will go into a prize draw at the end of this half term and the 5
students will be selected from the draw.
Who will be the lucky winners of these great prizes........?

Subject
After launching Times Tables Rock stars two
weeks ago in the Year 7 maths lessons, we have
had great participation and excitement from our
students. Students have loved practicing their
times tables in a fun and competitive way.
Some stats for the first two weeks



71707 correct answers (which I think is
amazing)
3987 games played, including 67 from Mrs
Tyrrell (she wants to be the best)

Current Hall of fame
1.
2.
3.

Aayan Kurian
Joshwa John
Shawn Binceman

Most games played: Anna Davidson
Biggest improvement: Jack Healy
This is great start to helping our students improve their times tables recall speed, and we
look forward to our tutor groups battles towards the end of the month to see which tutor
will be crowned times table champions!
I had the great pleasure of visiting one of our MAC primary schools this week. This was
my first visit to St Francis Primary school and I was able to see our students learning
maths from reception to year 6. The students were a credit to their school and were able
to talk about what they were learning and how they were going to tackle the problems
that they were set. The experience gave me a chance to see how the Holy Spirit MAC
offers a maths education from reception to the Sixth form at our school.

Subject
Well Done
Well done to the Students of the month for
September whose work is now displayed in
the
Humanities and MFL Faculty area
Health and Social Care
Georgia Rayne 9MS

Early Morning Study
Facilities
The School Library and ICT
Room 28 are open each
morning from 8.30am –
9.00am for homework,
reading and private study.

Geography
Kusum Gurung 11AY

History
Hannah Somers 11PW

Modern Languages
Sona Cense SPANISH 10NL

Nuneaton Catholic Handicapped Fellowship Sponsored Walk
Sunday 7th October, 2pm
All students and families welcome
This year we would like to encourage as many students and families as possible in the MAC
to participate in the Catholic Handicapped Fellowship sponsored walk. This is one of the
dedicated charities of the Holy Spirit MAC and it would be great to see all our students and
their families taking part and helping to raise money for this worthy cause.
will be issued a sponsor card.
Please support us....this is a lovely family event and let's pray the sun is shining!

Events
World Mental Health Day
World Mental Health Day takes place on 10 October every year. This year’s theme is
‘young people and mental health in a changing world’ and to mark the occasion, Mental
Health First Aid (MHFA) England is launching a new set of free resources designed to
support young people aged 8 to 24.
The #Handsp[Up4HealthyMinds toolkit has been developed to empower anyone in
contact with young people, including teachers, tutors and parents/carers, to better
understand youth mental health and offer support. It includes guidance on
self-care, stress and tips and further resources to support young people’s mental health

Small jars of
coffee
Custard
Tinned
Potatoes
Tinned Carrots
Fruit Juice;
Jars of Pasta
Sauce;
Instant Mash
Tinned Fruit
Biscuits;
Puddings

We would like all pupils from across the MAC to donate at
least one item to the food Bank each week over the next
three weeks.
Thank you for your support

Events

Information
Information

The Importance of Good Punctuality to
School

Good punctuality to both school and lessons leads to higher achievement. In the world of work
being punctual is something that is required so we try and teach our young people good habits
for their future lives. If a student is 5 minutes late three times a week it equates to almost 10
hours of education missed in a year.
We recognise that parents/carers play an integral role to supporting good punctuality and we will
work with parents/carers and other agencies to resolve any punctuality issues. The school
expects all students to arrive by 9.00am to school and to be on time to lessons. This ensures that
students;
 Maximise their opportunities at school
 Avoids the disruption to lessons and learning
 Develop good habits which will be expected by employers
Students who arrive after 9.00am with a legitimate reason (note provided by Parents/Carers) will
be given a L code (late for the morning session). Students who arrive after 9.30am without a valid
reason will be given a U code. This means that they have arrived to school after the morning
register has closed and therefore the session is recorded as unauthorised.
A 'U' code affects a student's attendance. Poor attendance will require interventions and could
result in a referral to the ACE (Attendance, Compliance and Enforcement Service). Any student
who arrives late to school without a valid reason will be issued a lates detention on that day.
The school gates are locked at 9.00am. Students arriving after 9.00am should sign in at
Student Reception before going to their form room. If a student arrives to school after 9.00am
without valid reason then a lates detention is issued at lunchtime on that day. Students will
receive a Lates Notice informing them that they are in a Lates Detention and should go to Room 2
at start of lunchtime. (1.25pm). The detention lasts 15 minutes.
If a student is persistently late, this will be picked up by the Head of Year in the first instance and
then by Mr Rowlett, Assistant Principal if the situation does not improve. We will involve
parents/carers at the first stage of the process.
Thank you for your support
Mrs Thomas
Acting Principal

Subject

ATTENDANCE LADDER
TOP TEN FORMS
24th – 30th SEPTEMBER 2018

10SH

-

100%

7AM

-

98.6%

7TL

-

97.9%

7NT

-

97.8%

7HE

-

97.1%

11CE

-

96.8%

7WL

-

96.6%

9TAH )
10CL )

-

95.3%

8ES

-

95.2%

Information
LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has
clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of
compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme
Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every
day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without
authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the
Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged
to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to
determine the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances
warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made
by the ‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be
in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded
as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a
Fixed Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to
the parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance,
Compliance and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council
It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2
children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling
£240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the matter
will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal
proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for
Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic
Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 8,895 half day sessions of absence
year
2017/18. This is an increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during academic year 2017/18. This is an
increase of 1,816 on the previous year.

