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Dear parents and carers,
This Sunday we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent and in Mass we will light the candle for Peace. Jesus
gives us inner peace and because of his work on the cross, we have a have a chance to receive salvation and
be indwelled by the Holy Spirit. Not only do we have the peace that comes from our assurance of salvation,
but we also have the peace of mind knowing God will lead this broken world and will come again. In this
troubled world that we live in, let us pray for peace; peace in our school, peace in our local community, peace
in war-torn countries and peace in our hearts.

Our Lord of All, come and fill this world with your peace. May there be an end to
hatred and division among your people. Cease all the fighting and war in this world.
Heal the bitterness and hurt in my own heart. In this season of Advent, prepare my
heart for the coming of Jesus, our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Fill my heart with your peace which passes all
understanding. For of the greatness of his government and peace, there shall be no
end. Amen.
A huge thank you to our parents and carers who have generously donated items to help us make hampers for
the homeless this winter. If every child in the school donated at least one item, we would make a significant
amount of winter hampers to give to vulnerable people within our local community. Please support us with our
appeal for such a worthy cause during Advent and send items into school with your child/ren next week.
On Friday 10th December we are celebrating Christmas Jumper Day to raise money for Save the Children. All
students and staff are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper if they wish as part of non uniform. Don’t feel you
have to rush out and buy a jumper though, students can wear non-uniform with Christmas accessory if they
wish. We are encouraging all students to pay £1 towards this national campaign.
Congratulations to Tyler Freeman who has been selected to represent the GB Junior Lions American Football
squad as a Linebacker. Well done Tyler!
We have lots of students in school living out their “Faith in Action” by leading various social action projects
during Advent. It’s always a pleasure to be able to support with this as a school. A huge thank you to Ruby
Denston in year 11 and her younger sister in year 6 who have designed Christmas baubles with
chocolates to raise money for Myton hospice.
As you are aware, students and staff are now required to wear face coverings in corridors in all secondary
schools. I have been so impressed with the resilience shown by students who have embraced the return of
face coverings so well. Thank you to parents and carers for providing your child with a mask to wear in school
every day.
A reminder to continue to support us with twice weekly COVID testing on Wednesdays and Sundays. We will
issue more COVID tests next week to all students to use over the Christmas holidays. The government have
asked all secondary schools to test students in January before they return to school in the new year. I will
communicate the plan for this, next week. Our aim is always to minimise the disruption to learning.
Wishing you a restful weekend
Leearna
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St Thomas More Catholic Academy & Sixth Form College is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff, volunteers and parents
carers to share this commitment.

COVID-19 vaccine update on second doses
for 12 to 15 year olds and booster doses
for adults
Following the emergence of the Omicron variant, including confirmed cases in the UK, the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has urgently reviewed vaccine response
measures.
JCVI now advises that:


All adults aged 18 to 39 years should be offered a booster dose, in order of descending age
groups. To be given no sooner than three months after the primary course



All severely immunosuppressed individuals should be offered their booster dose no sooner than
three months after completing their primary course of 3 doses



Young people aged 12 to 15 years should receive a second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine, no sooner than twelve weeks after the first dose

These measures aim to accelerate the deployment of COVID-19 vaccines and raise levels of protection
across the population, and have been accepted by the government. Vaccinating young people should
help to reduce the need for young people to have time off school and should reduce the risk of spread
of COVID-19 within schools.
Further information on how 12 to 15 year olds will be able to access a second dose of the vaccine, and
how adults below the age of 40 will be able to access a booster vaccination, will be provided shortly.

JCVI previously advised that those aged over 40 years and those at higher risk from COVID-19 should
be offered a booster. Those eligible can book their appointment on the NHS website.

We have some BTEC mock examinations taking place next week in school.

Please pray for our students as they complete these important examinations next week.

Term ends for students on Thursday 16th December. This is a normal
school day. Students are not required to attend on Friday 17th
December and can use this day to do something nice in preparation for
Christmas. We wanted to give our students a little treat to reward them
for their hard work and resilience shown in what has been a challenging
term. This also allows us the opportunity to give the school a deep
clean in preparation for the new term.

17th March 2022 - Year 12 and 13

12th May 2022 -Year 8

7th April -Year 11 2022

19th May 2022 -Year 10

28th April -2022 Year 9

16th June 2022 -Year 7

We are supporting national Christmas Jumper day
again this year on Friday 11th December. Don’t
worry if your child hasn't got a Christmas jumper,
they can wear something Christmassy instead or
simply non uniform. All students are asked to
contribute £1 towards Save the Children.

Attendance
If your child is absent from school please contact the school to report your child’s absence. This can
be by email, attendance@st-thomas-more.net, calling 02476 642400 or on ParentMail
We ask all our parents/carers to notify the school of your child’s absence or this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.



As part of our commitment to safeguarding our young people, we have added another way for
students, parents and carers to report an issue. This can still be face to face and/or alternatively
via a designated email address reportanissue@st-thomas-more.net and/or via the mobile number 07551493572. This is a confidential service and any issues will be treated with sensitivity.

Peer on peer abuse is not okay…..
St Thomas More Catholic Academy is committed to preventing all forms of abuse. Abuse, of any kind, is never
acceptable, and we are dedicated to supporting any members of our school community that are affected by
abuse, as well as working with abusers to help them to change their behavior.
Abuse can take many forms, including the examples listed underneath:


Bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying);



Abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers;



Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm
(this may include an online element in which threats of violence are made through text messages or social
media)



Sexual violence



Sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, which may
be one-off comments or repeated over a period of time



Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent



Sexting



Upskirting



Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include an online element).

If you, or someone you know, have been the victim of abuse, it is essential that you talk to a trusted adult in
school. Listen to your early warning signs; if something is making you feel unsafe, speak to someone about it.
There will always be someone there to listen.

Charlie Bray - Nicole Kaserek - Scarlett McInteggart Eloise Read - Wiktoria Wilczek
Anthony Amechi - Ruby Baker-Sarah Biju - Ione-Marie English
Theo Shelton - Lewis Taylor - Finley Varden Thomas
Amelka Albrighton - Anna Creighton - Aimee - Archie Shaw
Florence Staley
Cameron Clarke - Anna Davidson - Ruben Magalingham Niamh Murphy - Izzie Walkinshaw - Darci Whitelaw
Carlotte Cheneler - Amy-Rae McGrath - Jeffery Mensah-Twum
Violet Osborne - AMELIA Rooke- Holly Westwood

Tuesday 06 December – Friday 10 December
Sixth Form Dance Studio
KS3: During English lesson
KS4: During Lunch time
Do you feel like reading something different?
Do you need to buy Christmas gifts for your friends?
Do you just love new books?
Come along and browse our fantastic collection!

You’re guaranteed to find just the book you’re looking for!

Please find below the
lunch menu for the week.
To cut down waiting time at
the canteen we ask that
students have an idea of
what they would like to eat
each day.
Thankyou for you
cooperation.

