30th September 2022

Dear parents and carers,
Open Evening
We will be holding our annual Open Evening for Year 6/7 on Thursday 6th October therefore to allow us to get
prepared for such a big event, school and sixth form will close early to students at 2.15pm. A huge thank you in
advance to students who are supporting us on this evening as tour guides and helping out in classrooms, it is great
to have so many wonderful students we can rely on. We have an Open Morning on Friday 7th October from
9.15am - 11.30am for any parents and carers who wish to come and look around and see the school in action.
There's no need to book, just turn up. If you have family or friends who are considering secondary school places
soon, please let them know about us. Full details about booking are on our website.
Behaviour and safety reminders
Our school is on a busy main road. We ask parents and carers to remind your child about being alert and careful
when crosing the road. We will continue to remind students of the importance of road safety over the next few
weeks. As the dark nights approach, we ask students to go straight home in the evening too. A reminder to
parents and carers to not drive into school or park on school site at the start of the school day or at the end of the
day to drop off your child. Please use the Jubilee carpark where there is more space for parking.
This week, I have spent some time visiting lessons and speaking to students about their learning experiences at St
Thomas More. It has been great to see our new teachers settling in so well and I know they are an asset to the
school already. We are blessed to have such committed staff at this school who are passionate about it is so
encouraging to see the overwhelming majority of students back into the 'full swing' of learning and school routines.
It's such a real privilege to walk around the school and witness high levels of engagement in lessons. Well done to
all our students.
Year 7 welcome evening
Thank you to parents and carers of Year 7 who attended the welcome evening last night and for your positive
feedback on how well your child has settled into the school and how they feel cared for and safe. We can never
underestimate how overwhelming transition to secondary school can be for year 7 students and I'm so pleased that
we have been able to help students on this next stage of their learning.
COVID absence
There is no longer COVID specific guidance for schools to follow regarding absence from school as a result of
COVID. Students are no longer required to isolate with COVID absence and should attend school as normal they
feel well enough to do so.
Punctuality and attendance
We are having a real push on good punctuality and attendance to school this term so please support us by
ensuring that your child is on time for school every day and attends every day. We know that sometimes there are
mitigating circumstances preventing this and we will always work with parents where this is the case. Attendance
and punctuality are life skills and in school we strive to support our pupils to maintain high levels of attendance.
Students who are regularly late and absent from school are not accessing the curriculum every day and will fall
behind in their learning. Poor attendance and punctuality also affects your child's wellbeing and sense of
belonging. Every second counts: 5 minutes late each day to school means three whole days of education lost each
year.

Reminder that the sponsored walk is taking place at Arbury Hall on Sunday 2nd October at 2pm. This is a fantastic
afternoon for the whole family and all monies raised will support the Nuneaton Catholic Fellowship who support
vulnerable people in the local community.
Wishing you a pleasant weekend.
Leearna Thomas, Principal
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STUDENT LOGBOOK REMINDER

WHAT ARE WE READING

Please remember to check and sign your child’s
logbook at the end of each week. This is imperative
to ensure that students are keeping up with home
learning and any events that are happening within
the school week. It is also a way for us to
communicate with parents/carers if needed.

I really enjoyed this book, due to its imagery
and the scenery the book implants in one mind.
Owen creates complex characters, which is
now brought to life as a motion picture. For
years, rumours of the "Marsh Girl" have
haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the
North Carolina coast. So, in late 1969, when
handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the
locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so
called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they
say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived
for years alone in the marsh that she calls
home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons
in the sand. Then the time comes when she
yearns to be touched and loved. When
two young men from town become intrigued by
her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life
- until the unthinkable happens.

BACK TO THE 80’S
The show must go on!
Our school show, "Back to the 80s", is back and will
be on the following nights: Tuesday 18th October and
Wednesday 19th October.

Miss S Bachu

CATHOLIC LIFE IN THE SCHOOL

PRAYER

The Archdiocese of Birmingham Climate Action Group
are hosting a Zoom event on Monday 3rd October
5pm - 6pm.

Prayer of St. Thérèse

The topic - Listen to the Voice of Creation: Pakistan.
In July, Sindh Province in Pakistan received a
staggering 500% increase in rainfall, causing
catastrophic floods. Hear directly from Pakistan in this
online event, hosted by the Diocesan Climate Change
Group

O God, who open your Kingdom to those who are humble
and to little ones, lead us to follow trustingly in the little way
of Saint Thérèse, so that through her intercession we may
see your eternal glory revealed. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Hail Mary….
St. Thomas More. Pray for us.

Guest speaker, Columban Fr. Liam O’Callaghan, who
lives and works in the Sindh Province of Pakistan
which has been badly affected by catastrophic floods,
will speak of his experiences of climate change and
the devastating effect it is having on the province of
Sindh in Pakistan where he lives and works.
The impact of the flooding in Pakistan is significant.
The Met Office said Sindh received 680.5mm of rain
since July, whereas it would normally receive 109mm
on average. This has had a devastating impact on
crops and livestock that will lead to food shortages
and inflation over the coming months.
The evening will include prayer, a talk from Fr Liam,
an opportunity for questions and answers and an
invitation to action.
For more information and to register please follow:
Listen to the Voice of Creation: Pakistan | Birmingham
Diocesan Trust (birminghamdiocese.org.uk)

Our Lady Seat of Wisdom. Pray for us.

DAILY RETREAT- Luke 10:16
“Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever
rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me
rejects the one who sent me.”

REFLECTION
Reflect, today, upon your duty to rebuke the evil one and
his works in Jesus’ name. But reflect even more upon
your calling to holiness of life and growth in
virtue. These, more than anything else, are the pathway
to Heaven!
Lord of true holiness, help me to have confidence in Your
power to overcome the evil one and his works. But more
importantly, help me to continually turn my eyes to You
and Heaven, making holiness of life my primary
goal. Jesus, I trust in You.
.

SAVE THE DATE
10:00 Monday 10 October
A Livestream Event for Schools from the Church of
the Immaculate Conception, Bicester. Further
details and links hymn sheets and backing tracks
will be sent out separately.

SAFEGUARDING

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE

What is sexual abuse and How to Report it?
Sexual abuse includes forcing or enticing a person
to take part in sexual activities. The person may or
may not be aware of what is happening. The
activities may involve physical contact, including
penetration (rape/oral) or non-penetrative acts
such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and
touching the outside of the clothing. Sexual abuse
and sexually inappropriate behaviours also include
non-contact activities such as involving children in
looking at, or in the production of, sexual images,
watching sexual activities, encouraging children to
behave in sexually inappropriate ways or grooming
a child in preparation for abuse (including via the
internet). Sexually inappropriate behaviours and
sexual abuse have been perpetrated by both males
and females.

The importance of good attendance for future life
opportunities cannot be over-estimated. There is a
clear and undeniable link between regular school
attendance and success in examinations. It is also
important to recognize what “good” attendance actually
is: attendance of 90% might sound good but, in reality,
this equates to one day off every two weeks. An
employer would certainly not consider this to be good
attendance. By supporting us in encouraging your child
to aim for attendance of 95% and above you are not
only providing them with the best opportunities to gain
educational success, you are also helping to prepare
them for the rigorous expectations of the work place.
Please avoid taking your child out of school during term
time as this will not be authorised, and could lead to a
referral for a fixed penalty notice in line with
Government guidelines.

Report any suspicions of sexual abuse to
Warwickshire Children and Families Front Door on
01926 414144, you can do this anonymously if you
wish. If you want to make a report out of hours
(after 5pm and before 9am) then ring 01926
886922 and ask for the Emergency Duty Team. If
a child, young person or adult is at immediate risk
please ring the police on 999.

CAREERS
The Careers Office is located off Room 23 (previously
the library) and we now have a hub area where you
can browse information, leaflets and prospectuses on
anything Careers related. We have information on
colleges, universities, apprenticeships, work
experience and volunteering. The Careers hub is
available for students to drop in at break or lunch if they
have any questions or would like any support with their
next steps. Parents and carers are more than welcome
to come and have a chat too about their child's future
options. An appointment can be made via emailing
way.v@st-thomas-more.net

KEY DATES

SPORTING FIXTURES

Tuesday 4th October
Year 12 welcome Mass

Tuesday 4th October
Year 10/11 Rugby

Thursday 6th October
Year 6/7 Open Evening from 6pm. School closes at
2:15pm

Wednesday 5th October
Under 14’s football at STM

th

Friday 7 October
Year 6/7 Open Morning 9:30am – 11:30am
Tuesday 18th October
Back to the 80’s production
Wednesday 19th October
Back to the 80’s production
Monday 31st October
Training Day
Tuesday 1st November
Year 11 Mock examinations begin

Thursday 6th October
Under 15’s football at Etone College

SPORTING RESULTS
It has been a very busy week fixture wise for the school, with
some exciting results. Year 10 & 11 Netball Tournament
Our Girls played against a number of year 11 teams in their
tournament this week beating The Nuneaton Academy 7-1
Higham Lane 9-1, Twycross 2-3
The team then went through to the next round, playing Etone
College winning 3-2. Unfortunately the team lost to Higham
Lane. Well done ladies on your effort.

Apprenticeships
Please click on the link below for information and
resources for parents and carers

DATES FOR PARENTS EVENING
Thursday 1st December
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 5th January
Year 11 Parents Evening
Thursday 16th February
Year 10 Parents Evening
Thursday 2nd March
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 20th April
Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday 11th May
Year 8 Parents Evening
Thursday 15th June
Year 7 Parents Evening

https://bit.ly/3DNHuWj

How can we make Warwickshire more child friendly?
We're looking to hear the views of children and young people to help shape the county and create a Child
Friendly Warwickshire. The council has just launched Dialogue, a new online discussion platform, and
Child Friendly Warwickshire is the first initiative to use the tool to engage with young people, their
families, and schools.
Dialogue provides a safe space to form constructive ideas and make comments on what they think would
make Warwickshire a better place to grow up in and more child/young person friendly! The Child Friendly
Warwickshire Dialogue forum asks our Children and young people for more ideas to make Warwickshire
as child friendly as possible, to enable all children and young people to be heard, safe, healthy, skilled,
and happy.
We're encouraging children and young people to comment on existing ideas and add new ones
here: https://discuss.warwickshire.gov.uk/

