21st October 2022

Dear parents and carers,
Welcome to the final newsletter of this half term. Tomorrow, we celebrate the Feast of Pope
John Paul II and one of his famous quotes is particularly apt for the difficult and turbulent
times we are facing as a nation with increasing energy costs, increasing living costs and a
very unsettled parliament. We trust in the Lord, to guide us, give us strength and that the
radiance of Christ's love and mercy permeates every heart and reaches out to everyone
offering comfort, hope and peace. “I plead with you--never, ever give up on hope, never
doubt, never tire, and never become discouraged. Be not afraid.
One of the highlights of the week was the school production of 'Back to the 80s' that took
place on Tuesday evening. Everyone left with a 'feel good factor' having enjoyed a fantastic
show hosted by students and staff. A huge thank you to all of the students involved and
particularly to Mr Roxburgh, Mr Neale, Mrs Styring and Mrs Norton for the countless hours of
rehearsals that have taken place over the last few months. Despite some COVID related
obstacles, we were determined to go ahead with the show and it didn't disappoint! Well done
to our fabulous students who made us proud.
This week, a group of Year 8 students visited Warwick University as part of the 'Inspire
Through Esports' programme. The programme for Year 8 students has been designed to give
students an exciting one-day taster of working in the creative and digital sector. Bringing the
county together, students from across Warwickshire were united through teamwork, intensive
video games and students got to work with another school to design, market and compete in
an Esports tournament. Well done to Year 8 students on your behaviour and engagement
during the day.
Please keep Year 11 students in your prayers as they prepare for their forthcoming mock
examinations after half term. The overwhelming majority of students are working incredibly
hard and are engaged in their learning and revision in and out of school. Please click on the
link to access the Year 11 mock examination timetable. https://bit.ly/3VN53VB
We are delighted to announce that all year 7 students have the opportunity to take part in a
residential trip to Alton castle in January 2023. A letter has been communicated to all parents
and carers outlining details of the trip. Students will participate in a variety of activities, such
as rock climbing, archery, trekking and mountain biking, whilst also having the chance to find
out more about God, in an engaging and fun way and to make new friends and memories.
Yesterday we held a memorial service for Martin Moore, formerHeadteacher of St Thomas
More (1993 - 2012) who sadly passed away in the summer term. It was wonderful to be able
to welcome Martin's wife Jose and children David and Catherine, as well as other family
members, friends and colleagues to celebrate Martin's time here as Headteacher. We
celebrated Mass together and paid tribute to Martin's leadership, the catholic community he
served and the positive impact he had on so many staff and students during his time as
Headteacher. We will continue to pray for Martin and for his family. RIP Martin Moore, you
will always be remembered.
Wishing all our students and their families, a restful half term break. A reminder that Monday
31st October is a training day for staff so school and sixth form are closed to students.
Students should return to school and sixth form as normal on Tuesday 1st November.
Thank you for your continued support.
Leearna Thomas, Principal
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KEY DATES

PE NOTICE

Monday 31st October
Training Day

Badminton is moving for 3 weeks due to the mock
examinations taking place. This will be held at the
Jubilee Sports Centre on a Wednesday not Tuesday
starting 2nd November 3.20pm -5.00pm. Students
should be picked up from the Jubilee rather than school

Tuesday 1st November
Year 11 Mock examinations begin
Wednesday 16th November
Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 17th November
Year 11 GCSE PE practical exam
Tuesday 29th November
School photographs for years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13

DATES FOR PARENTS EVENING
Thursday 1st December
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 5th January
Year 11 Parents Evening
Thursday 16th February
Year 10 Parents Evening
Thursday 2nd March
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 20th April
Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday 11th May
Year 8 Parents Evening
Thursday 15th June
Year 7 Parents Evening

WHAT ARE WE READING
Hello! My name is Miss Cuthbertson and my favourite
book is called Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. This
story was written in 1813 and is about the main character,
Elizabeth Bennet and her family. The dream of
Elizabeth’s mother is to have her five daughters married
off to good, wealthy men so they can lead happy,
comfortable lives. Therefore, when the very rich Mr
Bingley and his even richer friend Mr Darcy arrive in
town, their mother is over the moon that there may be a
future marriage! I love this book because not only is the
main character, Elizabeth, intelligent and witty, but she
also learns a valuable lesson about her pride and her
prejudices. First impressions aren’t always what they
seem! I would recommend this book to anyone who loves
a romantic novel or who wants to try a book that’s a more
challenging read!

CATHOLIC LIFE

REFLECTION

November is the Month of the Holy Souls when we
remember in prayer all members of our family,
friends and school community who have gone
before us to their heavenly reward. All students,
their families and staff are invited to write down the
names of their loved ones, hand them into Mr
Lomas, they will be placed in front of the Altar in
our chapel during November. Mass will be offered
for all of these intentions at St Benedict's,
Atherstone by Fr. Paul at the end of the month.
Please email the names to Mr Lomas
lomas.a@st-thomas-more.net

Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary - The
Coronation – Mary is crowned queen of Heaven
and earth.

Psalm 129

Reflection - Revelation 12:1-3, 4-5 – A great sign
appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars. She was with child and wailed
aloud in pain as she laboured to give birth. Then
another sign appeared in the sky; it was a huge red
dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on its
heads were seven diadems. She gave birth to a son,
a male child, destined to rule all the nations with an
iron rod.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleading.
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you.
My soul is waiting for the Lord.
I count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord
more than watchman for daybreak.
(Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord.)
Because with the Lordthere is mercy
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem
from all its iniquity.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen
Let us pray.

PRAYER
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail, our life, our
sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor
banished children of Eve: to thee do we send up our
sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears.
Turn then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of
mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto
us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus, O merciful,
O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Amen.

SAFEGUARDING - SEARCHING
Schools have the statutory right to search
students if it is believed that the student is in
possession of a prohibited item.
In accordance with DfE guidance, Searching,
Screening and Confiscation - Advice for schools:
School staff can search a pupil for any item if the
pupil agrees but the member of staff should
ensure the pupil understands the reason for the
search and how it will be conducted so that their
agreement is informed.
The Principal and any member of staff authorised
by the Principal also has a statutory power to
search pupils or their possessions, without
consent, where they have reasonable grounds for
suspecting that the pupil may have one or more of
the following prohibited items in their possession:
knives or weapons; alcohol; illegal drugs; stolen
items; tobacco and cigarette papers; fireworks;
pornographic images; indecent images of
children; any article that a member of staff
reasonably suspects has been, or is likely to be,
used to commit an offence or to cause personal
injury to or damage to the property of any person
(including the pupil).
The Principal and authorised staff can also search
for any item identified in the behaviour policy as
prohibited and an item which may be searched
for.
When searching or authorising other staff to
search a pupil, the Principal will consider the age
and needs of pupils being searched. This
includes the individual needs or learning
difficulties of pupils with SEN and making
reasonable adjustments that may be required
where a pupil has a disability.
School staff can confiscate any prohibited item
found as a result of a search. They can also
confiscate any item they consider harmful or
detrimental to school discipline.

In the event that a member of staff suspects that a
confiscated device contains indecent images of
children, they will pass the device to the DSL and will
not examine the device themselves. The DSL will take
advice from the Police and/or Children’s Social Care
via the Children and Families Front Door before
examining the device.
Further information relating to searching students for
prohibited items can be found in the child safeguarding
policy on the school website or click the link below.
https://bit.ly/3F8AG5Y

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE
The importance of good attendance for future life
opportunities cannot be over-estimated. There is a
clear and undeniable link between regular school
attendance and success in examinations. It is also
important to recognise what “good” attendance actually
is: attendance of 90% might sound good but, in reality,
this equates to one day off every two weeks. An
employer would certainly not consider this to be good
attendance, by supporting us in encouraging your child
to aim for attendance of 95% and above you are not
only providing them with the best opportunities to gain
educational success, you are also helping to prepare
them for the rigorous expectations of the work place.
Please avoid taking your child out of school during term
time as this will not be authorised, and could lead to a
referral for a fixed penalty notice in line with
Government guidelines.

ATTENDANCE PERFORMANCE FOR LAST
WEEK

CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS

BACK TO THE 80S

We had nearly 700 students in total take part in
the cross country on Friday 14th October and the
individual results are below:

What a fantastic show. Well done to our amazing
students on such a brilliant production. You were
amazing and we are so proud of you all.

Male race:
Overall winner - Andrew Currie
Second place - Luke McCafferty
Third place - Harry Poultney
Fourth Place - Alex Blaszkow
Fifth Place - David Daniel
Female race:
First place - Caitlin Frankum
Second place - Mia Youson
Third place - Phoebe Martin
Fourth place - Maddie Richards
Fifth place - Zofia Koscieniewicz
Winning teacher: Mr Neale

ASSEMBLIES
In the week after half term all year groups will be
having assemblies on the topic of sexual violence
and sexual harassment. These assemblies will be
delivered by Mrs McSweeney and Mrs MurphyLong, and while the message is strong they will be
delivered sensitively. This is a requirement of
schools, as laid out in the Keeping Children Safe
in Education Statutory Guidance from the
Department of Education.
If you have any concerns regarding this, please
contact your child's Head of Year or Mrs
McSweeney/Mrs Murphy-Long

PUNCTUALITY
In order to support pupils with punctuality to
lessons, if pupils are 10 minutes late to lessons in
a week, without just reason, they will be placed in
a lates detention. This is so that excellent
progress and learning are ensured.

.

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parentperspective-podcast/

