18th November 2022

Dear parents and carers,
I hope this newsletter finds you well.
This week, our assembly focus linked to Anti-Bullying week. This year’s theme is “Reach Out”
and the idea behind this is to empower young people to do something positive to counter the
harm and hurt that bullying causes. Whether bullying is online or offline, we encourage students
to reflect on their own behaviour, to set positive examples and create a kinder world. Bullying
is never acceptable and will not be tolerated at St Thomas More. We need all students to
“Reach Out” to somebody trust if they need to talk or to “Reach Out” to somebody they know
who is being bullied.
A huge well done to Year 11 students who have now completed their first set of mock
examinations. Year 11 Mentors are in the process of organising meetings with parents/carers
and Year 11 students during the week beginning 5th December. This will provide an opportunity
to discuss your child’s progress in the mocks and the next steps.
We are delighted that we have updated our Extra-Curricular offer for students before and after
school. We have a fantastic array of activities available to students in addition to the Holy Spirit
MAC Experience so please encourage your child to avail of these opportunities. Please see
updated offer in the newsletter each week.
A huge thank you to parents and carers for your £1 donations today as part of non-uniform day
and supporting “Children In Need”.
I was delighted to receive a letter from Nottingham Hospitals Charity this week regarding two
of our students who have been involved in some fundraising activities for this fantastic charity.
A huge congratulations to Codey Darliston and Ruby Baker on their fantastic achievements.
Ruby climbed Snowdon in September for the ward that had been looking after her friend Codey
during his treatment and raised £1,192. Codey took on a 100-mile hike and raised a
phenomenal £880 to donate to the caring and hardworking staff who looked after him during
his treatment in hospital. Together they have raised £2,072, for the Paediatric Oncology wards.
Reverse Advent – during the season of Advent, our social action campaign will focus on a
Reverse Advent Calendar. We would like students to donate a food item (tins, packets etc.)
each day as part of our support for Doorway, a local charity which supports vulnerable and
homeless people in the community. This will commence on Thursday 1st December and will
end on Tuesday 13th December. We know that with the cost of living and energy increases,
this may be difficult, so please donate whatever you can.
On a final note, I am aware it is the start of the World Cup next week with England playing Iran
at 1pm on Monday 21st November. As a treat, we will be allowing students to watch the match.
For those students who are not interested in watching the football, they will be able to complete
revision instead. This is the only football match being shown during the school day throughout
this tournament so it is a fantastic opportunity for students to watch this if they wish and to
support the England squad. If you would prefer your child not to participate in this event, please
text 07918748834.
Wishing you a restful weekend.
Leearna Thomas
Principal
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KEY DATES

THE HOLY SPIRIT MAC FOODBANK

Tuesday 29th November
School photographs for years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13

If you are struggling to make ends meet, we are
here to help!
The Foodbank is now open every Friday.

Tuesday 13th December
Christmas Carole Service at 6pm in the Hall
Thursday 15th December
Year 13 Prize Giving Evening starting at 6pm

DATES FOR PARENTS EVENING
Thursday 1st December
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 5th January
Year 11 Parents Evening

The foodbank is open to all Holy Spirit MAC
Families. All you need to do is text 07741 280959
by Wednesday each week, letting us know your
name and the number of people in your family. You
can then collect your food from the Old Caretaker’s
House at the entrance to STM between 12pm and
2.30pm every Friday.
If you are unable to collect at this time please let us
know in your text and we will reply with an
alternative arrangement.

Thursday 16th February
Year 10 Parents Evening
Thursday 2nd March
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 20th April
Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday 11th May
Year 8 Parents Evening
Thursday 15th June
Year 7 Parents Evening

WELL DONE – CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX
APPEAL
A huge well done to some Year 9 students and Mr
Neale who have supported the Christmas Shoe
Box Appeal over the last few weeks and collected
items to fill shoe boxes for families this Christmas
in Ukraine, Moldova, Bulgaria and Romania who
are experiencing war, to give them some hope for
Christmas.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Well done to James and Emily who represented
the school on Sunday 13th November at the
Nuneaton and Bedworth Remembrance Sunday
Service.

CATHOLIC LIFE
Mass will be offered for all those names that have
been put in the box before our altar in the chapel
and all the Holy Souls named on our remembrance
tree at St Benedict's Atherstone at 9.30am on
Sunday 27th November. You are most welcome to
attend to pray for your loved ones.

ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH
Celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King at
St. Benedict’s Atherstone.
Mass on Sunday 20th November at 9.30am will be
for Youth Sunday. Students and their families at
STM have been invited by Fr. Paul and the
parishioners to come along and take part in this
special celebration. Students will be serving the
Mass, leading the prayers, readings and the
Offertory.
If you went to St. Benedict’s Primary, why not come
along to see some familiar faces?
St. Benedict’s is on Owen Street in Atherstone,
CV9 1DG.

AMAZING ACHIEVEMENTS

SENDIAS WEBINAR

Recently two of our students fundraised for
Nottingham Hospitals Charity. Ruby Baker climbed
Snowdon back in September to raise funds for the
ward that had been looking after her friend Cody
during his treatment. Ruby raised £1,192.00. An
amazing achievement, well done Ruby!
Cody Darlison took on the 100-mile hike for Your
Hospital challenge and raised a phenomenal
£880.The money raised went to the ward that cared
for him, to show his thanks for their hard work as he
spent a long time on the ward during his treatment.
Together they raised £2072.00 for the Paediatric
Oncology wards. By coincidence, their cheque
presentation day was on the same day, which meant
a surprise reunion, as they had not seen each other
in over a year. It was a very special moment for both.

SENDIAS webinar to provide special
educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) support for families in
Warwickshire
Warwickshire County Council is hosting another
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)
webinar on Monday 21 November covering
the support available for families through
Warwickshire SENDIAS.
Warwickshire’s Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities Information Advice and Support
Service (SENDIAS) provides free and
impartial information, advice and support to
disabled children and young people, and those
with SEND from birth to 25, and their parents and
carers living in Warwickshire. The service is
commissioned by Warwickshire County Council
however all information and advice provided to
families is completely impartial.
A team of local advisers can assist families on all
matters related to SEND including, but not limited
to, speaking to schools about SEND support for
their child, understanding professional reports as
well as the law and local policy and going through
the process of mediation and tribunals.
During the session, attendees will hear from
members of the SENDIAS team who will explain
their role and the support they can provide to
families, and when and how this can be accessed.
There will also be the opportunity to take part in a
question-and-answer session.
The webinar will take place on Monday 21
November, 12.30pm - 1.30pm and you can
register to attend
at: https://bit.ly/WARKSSENDIAS

Competition
Decorate your own Christmas jumper, template
attached.
When you have finished, take a snap and send it to
charity@nuh.nhs.uk or tag us on Social media. The
closing date for entries is 5th December 2022

SAFEGUARDING
This week is anti-bullying week and in school, our
students have received assemblies looking at the
issues around this subject. As a parent or carer,
you play a crucial role in tackling bullying. You
have a unique part to play in guiding your child
through their school years and supporting them.
There are many positive steps that you can take to
help your child. One of the steps is knowing when
to ask for support. This year's anti-bullying week
theme is 'Reach Out', so we are reaching out to you
as parents to say thank you for your support and
please continue raising the amazing children that
we enjoy teaching each day here at STM.
We know that children sometimes target aspects
about people they feel are ‘different’, this could
include disability, race, faith, gender, sex,
sexuality, poverty, talent, skin conditions, allergies,
or situation at home. Children are influenced by the
home, community, and society they grow up in, by
the things they see, read, and hear, and the people
around them. We all have a role to play in creating
communities where children feel safe and valued,
where we stand up to prejudice and are united
against bullying. Most children will experience or
witness bullying during their school years: they may
be the target of bullying, may be involved in bullying
others, may stand by while others are being bullied,
or may take positive action to stop bullying. We will
continue to teach our students the values of love
and respect for all individuals, and we appreciate
your standing alongside us in this journey.

If you have any worries or questions about bullying please
do not hesitate to speak with your child's Form Tutor or
Head of Year or for any further information, please look at
the following websites where there is a wealth of resources
and information for parents/carers;









Family Lives www.familylives.org.uk
Parent Zone (digital family life)
www.parentzone.org.uk/home
Red Balloon Learner Centres
www.redballoonlearner.org
YoungMinds (for support with mental health)
www.youngminds.org.uk
Papyrus UK (suicide prevention support)
www.papyrus-uk.org
Report Harmful Content (for cyberbullying and online
harms) www.reportharmfulcontent.com
Childnet International (for cyberbullying and online
harms) www.childnet.com
Internet Matters (for cyberbullying and online
harms) www.internetmatters.org/issues/cyberbullying/

SCHOOL CLUBS

New players are always welcome!

ATTENDANCE PERFORMANCE FOR LAST
WEEK

WHAT ARE WE READING
If you ask me what I’m reading at the moment my
answer is entirely dependent on the season! At
the start of the year, you will find me buried in a
pile of Philip Larkin poems or Larkin biographies.
I have adored Philip Larkin since studying him at
A level. In fact, Mr Sherratt and I even met over a
Philip Larkin poem over 30 years ago!
During the summer holiday there is nothing better
than a trip to the local library and a chance to
mooch about finding books I’ve never read before;
this summer I discovered ‘The Ripper Secret’ by
James Becker and devoured it within a few days.
I also take any opportunity to re-read the Harry
Potter series as this takes me back to summers
nearly 20 years ago, when I was a young mum
avidly reading Harry Potter books during the night
whilst waiting to feed my son!
In the autumn, I am usually reading a horror and
it is usually a Stephen King or a William Blatty. I
have just finished re-reading King’s ‘Salem’s Lot’
and I absolutely love his descriptions of smalltown America. I collect phrases that captivate me
in a small fluffy notebook and there is many King
and Blatty quotes in there!
November sees me reading mediaeval murder
mysteries and my favourite of all time is the ‘Owen
Archer’ series by Candace Robb. She includes
real characters like Geoffrey Chaucer in her work
and weaves the most wonderfully evocative tales
of intrigue.
However, my absolute favourite book of all
time, and one which I’ve read at least 50 times, is
Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’; reading
this is like returning to a very familiar friend each
Advent, and I simply cannot imagine my run up to
Christmas without it.
Reading enables me to travel to Derry in Maine,
Victorian London, mediaeval York or even
Hogsmeade and Hogwarts, every single year
without leaving the comfort of my armchair and
that is why I love it!

.

VIRTUAL BOOK FAIR
We are very excited to announce that we have
a discounted Virtual Book Fair starting very
soon with Books for Bugs; this will begin on
30/11/2022. This is a great opportunity to
purchase amazing books at just £2.50 each
with free delivery to school!
There are hundreds of books to choose from for
babies through to teens, including lot of wellknown titles and authors.
You cannot order just yet, as you will be
charged postage, but you can start to view and
even create your own wish list via their website.
We will announce the date and further
instructions very soon.
Not only will you save on purchasing at these
low prices, but school will also benefit from
every purchase earning a free book for every
five £2.50 books sold.
Start browsing today
at www.booksforbugs.co.uk

