Friday 17th June
2022

Dear parents and carers,
On Wednesday next week, we celebrate the Feast day of Saint Thomas More, our school patron saint
and we will be holding spiritual reflections. ‘With grace and humility glorify the Lord by your life.’ We try
to follow in the footsteps of St. Thomas More by living in peace with everyone around us and showing
that our faith is important to us.
O God, who in martyrdom
have brought true faith to its highest expression,
graciously grant
that, strengthened through the intercession
of St Thomas More,
we may confirm by the witness of our life
the faith we profess with our lips.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen
As you are aware, we asked parents and carers to complete a parent questionnaire recently. We would
like to thank everybody who took part and found time to complete this. We were delighted with the
results and proud of the support we receive from parents and carers at St Thomas More. The
overwhelming majority of parents reported that their child was safe in school, is making good progress
and that you would recommend this school to other parents and carers. We are working hard to develop
the extra-curricular programme for students for the next academic year as some parents have asked us
to expand on this provision in the feedback.
On Thursday 23rd June, we will hold our Year 11 leavers' Mass for students. We look forward to a
special Mass to give thanks for their time at this school and within the MAC. It will provide an
opportunity for us to reflect on their time and all the wonderful memories that students have made. If
Year 11 parents and carers wish to join us for Mass, you are most welcome. Mass starts at 12pm and is
being held in the hall and celebrated by Fr Paul, Parish priest of St Benedict's.
Please continue to pray for Year 11 and Year 13 students as they complete some final examinations
next week. We are so proud of all our students who have coped so well with the extra pressure over the
last few weeks, the resilience shown and the dedication to their revision. We look forward to celebrating
results with students on the following days:
A Level results day Thursday 18th August
GCSE results day Thursday 25th August
Thank you to Year 7 parents and carers who were able to attend parents evening last night and for the
positive feedback you provided about the school and the communication. It is very much appreciated. If
you were not able to attend and would like some feedback on your child's progress, please email Mr
Bown, bown.s@st-thomas-more.net
Wishing all our fathers and grandfathers a very happy Father's Day on Sunday. We hope you enjoy
your day!

Kind regards
Leearna Thomas
Principal

Prayer –
O God and Heavenly
Father, Grant to us the
serenity of mind to
accept that which
cannot be changed;
courage to change that
which can be changed,
and wisdom to know
the one from the other,
through Jesus Christ
our Lord,
Amen.

YEAR 7 – DRAYTON MANOR TRIP

BACK TO THE EIGHTIES

Year 7 trip to Drayton Manor will be taking place on
Tuesday 19th July.

We are currently trying to find the props listed
below for the school production “Back to the 80's”.
We are wondering if anyone in the school
community would be willing to support the school
and lend any of these items for the show. If you
are able to please can you contact Mr Neale or
Mrs Strying by emailing neale.a@st-thomasmore.net or styring.j@st-thomas-more.net

YEAR 10 HOME STUDY
Year 10 students have home study on the morning
of Thursday 23rd June and should attend school at
1pm for the start of their English Literature exam at
1.30pm. Any students who have extra time for their
exam should arrive in school at 12.45pm for a 1pm
exam start time.
If any parents or carers wish for their child to attend
school as normal, please text 07493 034

YEAR 11 LEAVERS MASS
The Year 11 leavers' Mass is at 12pm at St Thomas
More on Thursday 23rd June.

YEAR 11 – ALTON TOWERS TRIP
Year 11 trip to Alton Towers will be taking place on
Thursday 30th June.

CAREERS
Our Careers, Higher Education & Volunteering Fair is
taking place on Thursday 30th June 2022 to allow
students to research potential future routes and build
on their employability skills. We have over 50
providers attending across a variety of sectors
including a vast array of universities and training
providers. We would like to extend an invitation for
parents to attend the Fair at the time slot allocated to
their child’s year group.
If you would like to attend please sign in at the sixth
form reception during the time allocated below:






Year 12: 11.10am-12.40pm
Year 10: 11.55am -1.10pm
Year 9: 12.40pm-1.10pm
Year 8: 2.10pm -2.40pm
Year 7: 2.40pm -3.10pm

Year 11 & Year 13 students and parents are
welcome to attend at any time.







Karate Headband
American football
Baseball bat
BMX style bike
2 Star Wars cloaks
 Walkmans
 Eighties Headphones
 Old gettoblaster

BRONZE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Congratulations to Year 9 and Year 10 bronze Duke of
Edinburgh participants for all of their volunteering
endeavours.

ATHELICS
Last weekend several of our students represented
Northern Warwickshire in the Warwickshire School
Athletics Championship at the Pingles.
A huge congratulations to Christopher Bloomer,
Andrew Currie, Aimee Dunnion, Ebonie Locke, and
Isle Thornley- Yates, you did our school and area
proud. A Special mention to Christopher Bloomer
whom came 2nd in his event.

LICS
Careermag is a free magazine for students and
parents which covers:










Results Day Support
Employers by Region
What are your options?
Get in-demand skills
The Apprenticeship Application Process
Apprenticeship myths BUSTED
Why digital?
University support
Student mental health

Click the link to access the magazine and subscribe to
future issues:
https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-students-teachers/

SAFEGUARDING NOTICE
There is much evidence supporting mindfulness as a
quick and simple way to alleviate stress and anxiety
and increase positivity. Included below is a simple
mindfulness activity that families can practice together.
Further helpful strategies can be found at
https://www.mindful.org/mindfulness-for-kids/:
A Mindfulness Practice for Families
By Christopher Willard
One easy way to introduce mindfulness to your
children is through informal practices that you can do
along with them. Start with a simple kindness
meditation, offering good wishes and compassion to
others.
1. To begin, find a comfortable sitting
position. You can even place a hand on the heart.
Allow your eyes to close or lower your gaze toward
the floor.
2. Bring to mind someone who you really respect
and look up to, and who really loves you in return.
3. Notice how you feel as you bring this person to
mind.
4. Make a kind wish and send it their way. What
would make them happy?
5. Next, bring to mind someone else you love and
care about: A family member, a friend, a beloved
colleague. Just bring this person to mind, sending
this person a kind wish.
We’ll move from here to a more neutral person.
Perhaps someone you don’t know very well: A parent
you see occasionally in the pick-up line, a person
who delivers your mail, or makes your coffee in the
morning. Just bring this person to mind and imagine
yourself sending them some kind of kind wish.

6. Lastly, bring to mind someone who has
frustrated you lately, someone who is a little
difficult. Send this last person a kind wish
something nice for them in their life.
7. Check in with your mind and body as you
conclude this practice. Allow your eyes to open
if they’ve been closed. Notice if there’s any shift
THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE
As we enter the final part of the Summer term, I
wanted to take this opportunity to thank parents and
carers for the fantastic support you have given us
as a school in ensuring good school attendance for
your child. The last few years have been difficult,
and some students have struggled with readjusting
to normal life after lockdown, but the support that
you have given them in getting back to normality
has been invaluable. Nationally, school attendance
rates have suffered since the Pandemic, yet our
attendance rates have remained consistently above
the national average.
The importance of good attendance for future life
opportunities cannot be over-estimated. There is a
clear and undeniable link between regular school
attendance and success in examinations. It is also
important to recognize what “good” attendance
actually is: attendance of 90% might sound good
but, in reality, this equates to one day off every two
weeks. An employer would certainly not consider
this to be good attendance. By supporting us in
encouraging your child to aim for attendance of
95% and above you are not only providing them
with the best opportunities to gain educational
success, you are also helping to prepare them for
the rigorous expectations of the work place. Please
avoid taking your child out of school during term
time as this will not be authorised, and could lead to
a referral for a fixed penalty notice in line with
Government guidelines.
Dean Sherratt, Assistant Principal in charge of
attend and punctuality.

PRAYER

King Henry VIII wanted to be free from his
marriage to Catherine of Aragon so he asked the
Pope for an annulment. The Pope said no to
Henry’s request because he felt that Henry’s
marriage was valid. Henry had no way out of the
marriage, as divorce is not allowed in the
Catholic faith. When the Pope said no, Henry
was very angry and asked Thomas More for his
advice.
Thomas was a devout man and said that he did
not agree with Henry’s wish to end his marriage;
as such, he told Henry that he would not disobey
the Pope by agreeing with Henry. King Henry put
Thomas in the Tower of London where he stayed
for many months.
Henry tried to convince Thomas to agree. When
he would not agree, Henry demanded that
Thomas should be beheaded. Thomas was
beheaded in 1535. Just before he died, Thomas
said the following words, “I am the King’s good
servant, but God’s servant first.” Thomas loved
God, and tried hard to make the world a better
place by following God’s rules. He was a good
example to people, and showed them that faith in
God was very important. Thomas died for his
beliefs. He would not turn away from the Church,
even though it could have saved his life.
Thomas was made a saint in 1935. Our school is
named after him, the motto for our MAC is:
‘With grace and humility glorify the Lord by your
life.’ We try and follow in the footsteps of St.
Thomas More by living in peace with everyone
around us and showing that our faith is important
to us.

O God, who in martyrdom
have brought true faith to its highest expression,
graciously grant
that, strengthened through the intercession
of St Thomas More,
we may confirm by the witness of our life
the faith we profess with our lips.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

MONTHLY INTENTION – POPE FRANCIS
CATHOLIC NEWS – JUNE: For families
We pray for Christian families around the world;
may they embody and experience
unconditional love and advance in holiness in their
daily lives.

DAILY RETREAT- John 20:21
[Jesus] said to them again, "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you."

REFLECTION
The lack of peace in our world is a sure sign of the
presence of sin. Sin, a separation from the loving
presence of God, distances us from the ultimate
source of peace. When we succumb to sin we are
not at peace with God, others, or ourselves. When
Jesus appeared to the disciples after the
Resurrection, he gave them the gift of forgiveness
and peace. In the Sacrament of Penance we
experience the forgiveness of sins and the healing
of our relationship with ourselves, others, and God

