Friday 13th May 2022

Dear parents and carers,
I hope this newsletter finds you well.
A huge thank you to those parents who were able to complete the parent/carer
questionnaire we issued before the Easter break. We are so pleased to receive
such positive feedback from you about the educational experiences we
provide for students within a caring and nurturing environment and how happy
your child is at St Thomas More. Your feedback on our extra - curricular offer
is helping us shape our provision from next year. We look forward to
introducing some new and exciting clubs for students.
Thank you to Year 8 parents and carers who were able to attend year 8
parents' evening last night and for the positive comments about the support
your child receives in school to help improve his/her learning. It was
reassuring to hear that the overwhelming majority of you found the booking
system very user friendly and welcome the face to face interaction again with
your child's teachers in the sixth form environment. If you were not able to
attend parents' evening, please do not worry. If you would like an overview of
your child's progress from Mrs Glass, Head of Year 8, please contact her at
school on 02476 642400 or email her on glass.l@st-thomas-more.net
Please keep Year 11 and Year 13 students in your prayers whose GCSE, AS
and A Level examinations commence next week. We are so proud of the hard
work and resilience shown by students these past few months and we are
confident that the commitment and dedication will pay off in the summer when
students receive their results. We wish all students the very best of luck for
their exams. We have some revision sessions running on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday of half term for students to attend. This has been
communicated to students today along with breakfast revision sessions we are
running on the morning of all examinations.
Well done to members of the student leadership team who attended St
Chad's Cathedral for the 'The Light has Come' tour with Mr Lomas yesterday
evening. It was an inspiring evening of worship with recording artist Sarah
Kroger and international speaker Dom Quaglia from Tennessee.
Wishing you all a restful weekend.
Kind regards
Leearna Thomas
Principal

Prayer –
Gracious God, I bless
you. I want to do your
will. I freely place my
whole being in your
hands. Amen
St. Thomas More, pray
for us.
St. Joseph, pray for us.
Our Lady, Seat of
Wisdom, pray for us.

STUDENT LOGBOOK
It has become apparent that some students have got
out of the habit of bringing their logbook to school. The
logbook provides an essential form of communication
between school and home, and enables students to
record important information, messages and the
details of any revision tasks that are completed at
home. It is our expectation that students will bring their
logbook to school every day, that form tutors check
them weekly, and parents also to check the logbook
for any messages from school. Please support us by
ensuring that your child brings the logbook to school
each day.

PE AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

CLEANERS WANTED
We are looking for cleaners to join our team. Working
hours 3:15pm till 5:45pm, Monday – Friday, term
time only. Please contact Sue Whitmore on:
07769 157422

SAFEGUARDING NOTICES
Keeping Children Safe and the Importance of
Every Child Having Five Trusted Adults
It is horrible to think that anyone might want to
intentionally hurt a child and thankfully it is a rare
occurrence- but, unfortunately, it does sometimes
happen, and it’s important that children have someone
they feel they can trust enough to talk to about it.
Safeguarding professionals recommend that a child
needs to have five adults that they can trust. These
can be adults from inside or outside the family home,
or a combination of both. They do not have to be the
obvious ones. For instance, just because your child
might be encouraged to talk to their Head of Year if
they are worried about something, if they feel more
comfortable talking to a dinner supervisor or a
neighbour, then that is fine. All that matters is that the
person is trustworthy and will act responsibly with the
information they are given.
The Website listed underneath gives useful further
information about this topic. I do wish to warn parents,
though, that it does contain real-life case studies that
some readers might find upsetting.
https://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/primaryschool/does-your-child-know-5-safe-adults/newsstory/6bd4e87216c573e4d23d87da2bfc400f
If any child or parent are concerned about anything, I
would encourage them to let us know through the
confidential email reportanissue@st-thomas-more.net
All safeguarding concerns that are raised through this
email are dealt with sensitively and discreetly and
safeguarding information is only ever shared on a
need to know basis. This email is monitored during
school holidays as well as during term time.

Dean Sherratt
Assistant Principal

TALKING ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH
Helpful information for parents can be found on the
Young Minds website for all parents who are
worried about their child's mental health. Talking to
your child about how they are feeling can be hard.
You might feel like you don’t know where to start or
when a ‘good time’ to talk is. By taking 20 minutes
to do an activity you both enjoy, you can create a
relaxed space for getting the conversation started.
On the Young Minds website there is a range of tips
and 20 minute activity suggestions for parents of
children of all ages that you may find helpful.

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

THE LIGHT HAS COME TOUR
Members of the Student Leadership Team went
to an event at St. Chad's Cathedral, Birmingham
on Thursday 12th May - ‘The Light has Come’
tour.
It was an inspiring evening of worship with a
recording artist Sarah Kroger and international
speaker Dom Quaglia all the way from Nashville,
Tennessee!
The music was led by an American band and the
evening ended with prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament and Benediction.
It is good to know that our students on the
Leadership Team take their role seriously and are
leading the Catholic Life of the school at St.
Thomas More Catholic Academy. Erin Duffield,
Enya Williamson, Hellen Frimpong, Anthony
Amechi & Annaliese Underwood. The students
travelled with Mr Lomas and represented the
school with great enthusiasm. Well done to them
all.

MONTHLY INTENTION – POPE FRANCIS
CATHOLIC NEWS – MAY : For faith-filled
young people
We pray for all young people, called to live life to the
fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen,
the depth of discernment, the courage that faith
generates, and the dedication to service.

DAILY RETREAT- Luke 19:38
"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of
the Lord."
REFLECTION
Blessed are we who live our lives in the name of the
Lord. But do we always remember what it means to
be a disciple? We must remind ourselves that our
lives are about dying as well as rising. There is no
resurrection without death. Life in the Lord requires
glory one day and dejection the next. As disciples,
we have hope, because we know that God holds us
the entire time.

