11th November 2022

Dear parents and carers,
November is the Month of the Holy Souls when we remember in prayer all members
of our family, friends and school community who have gone before us to their heavenly
reward. We continue to pray for loved ones and members of our school community
who have died. We especially pray for Martin Moore, former headteacher at St
Thomas More, who sadly passed away in June. All students and staff are invited to
write down the names of their loved ones, and place them on the Remembrance Tree
in the foyer area by reception for us to pray for this month.
A huge thank you to those students who led the virtual Remembrance Service
shared with the whole school today as part of our respect for all those who have
died in battle and conflict. You did a fantastic job! As part of Remembrance Day,
we observed a two minutes silence with the rest of the country to pray
for all those who have sacrificed their lives in conflict to serve others.
A reminder that on Wednesday 16th November, we are hosting our Sixth Form Open
Evening for Year 11 students. It provides an opportunity to come and look around the
Sixth Form and speak to Sixth Form teachers and the Sixth Form Leadership Team
about the fantastic array of A Level and BTEC courses on offer. Please share this
date with family and friends who have children in Year 11 and who may be interested
in a course of study with us next September.
I was delighted to hear that Year 9 were a credit to the school and their families on
Tuesday at Mass. As part of our commitment as a Catholic school to developing links
with our parish, all students attended Mass at Our Lady of the Angels Church,
celebrated by Fr Paul & Fr Simon. Students' behaviour and reverence throughout
Mass was exemplary. Well done Year 9!
Hopefully, you received a text this week regarding the MAC Foodbank which is now
running again. With the increasing energy and living costs, we are here to help
families. From Friday 18th November, the MAC Foodbank will be open every Friday
at St. Thomas More and is available to all Holy Spirit MAC families. All you need to
do is text 07741 280959 by Wednesday each week, letting us know your name and
the number of people in your family. You can then collect your food from the old
caretaker’s house at the entrance to STM between 12pm and 2.30pm every Friday.
The extra-curricular programme has been updated and includes a fantastic range of
different clubs and activities taking place before and after school for all students.
Please click on the link https://bit.ly/3E2TfGV to access this.

Wishing you a restful weekend.
Leearna Thomas
Principal
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KEY DATES

THE HOLY SPIRIT MAC FOODBANK

Wednesday 16th November
Sixth Form Open Evening

THE HOLY SPIRIT MAC FOODBANK IS BACK!!!

Thursday 17th November
Year 11 GCSE PE practical exam
Tuesday 29th November
School photographs for years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13
Friday 9th December
Year 11 Mock examinations results morning
Tuesday 13th December
Christmas Carole Service at 6pm
Thursday 15th December
Year 13 Prize Giving Evening starting at 6pm

If you are struggling to make ends meet, we are here to
help!
From Friday 18th November, we are opening the MAC
Foodbank every Friday at St. Thomas More.
The foodbank is open to all Holy Spirit MAC Families.
All you need to do is text 07741 280959 by Wednesday
each week, letting us know your name and the number
of people in your family. You can then collect your food
from the Old Caretaker’s House at the entrance to STM
between 12pm and 2.30pm every Friday.
If you are unable to collect at this time please let us
know in your text and we will reply with an alternative
arrangement.

DATES FOR PARENTS EVENING
Thursday 1st December
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 5th January
Year 11 Parents Evening
Thursday 16th February
Year 10 Parents Evening
Thursday 2nd March
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 20th April
Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday 11th May
Year 8 Parents Evening
Thursday 15th June
Year 7 Parents Evening

YEAR 9 MASS
On Tuesday 8th November, Year 9 joined the
congregation for Mass at Our Lady of the Angels. They
walked to Mass in their form groups with tutors and
Learning Mentors. Year 9 were a credit to the school
and participated in Mass with reverence and dignity.
Fr. Simon spoke to the students after Mass and thanked
them for the way they had conducted themselves.
Students returned in time for period 2. Some students
completed an evaluation, and one in particular
commented that it made them feel that they should go
to Mass more often!
Well done year 9!

CATHOLIC LIFE
November is the Month of the Holy Souls when we
remember in prayer all members of our family,
friends and school community who have gone
before us to their heavenly reward. All students,
their families and staff are invited to write down the
names of their loved ones, hand them into Mr
Lomas and they will be placed in front of the Altar in
our chapel during November. Mass will be offered
for all of these intentions at St Benedict's,
Atherstone by Fr. Paul at the end of the month. You
can email the names to Mr Lomas
lomas.a@st-thomas-more.net

ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH
Celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King at
St. Benedict’s Atherstone.
Mass on Sunday 20th November at 9.30am will be
for Youth Sunday. Students and their families at
STM have been invited by Fr. Paul and the
parishioners to come along and take part in this
special celebration. Students will be serving the
Mass, leading the prayers, readings and the
Offertory.
If you went to St. Benedict’s Primary, why not come
along to see some familiar faces?
St. Benedict’s is on Owen Street in Atherstone,
CV9 1DG.

VIRTUAL BOOK FAIR

CAREERS OPORTUNITY

We are very excited to announce that we have a
discounted Virtual Book Fair starting very soon with
Books for Bugs; this will begin on 30/11/2022. This is
a great opportunity to purchase amazing books at
just £2.50 each with free delivery to school!
There are hundreds of books to choose from for
babies through to teens, including lot of well-known
titles and authors.
You cannot order just yet, as you will be charged
postage, but you can start to view and even create
your own wish list via their website. We will
announce the date and further instructions very soon.
Not only will you save on purchasing at these low
prices, but school will also benefit from every
purchase earning a free book for every five £2.50
books sold.
Start browsing today at www.booksforbugs.co.uk

We have a very exciting upcoming event, with a
huge company that I think you will know of...

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
'A Christmas Carol' at the RSC
Students had a fabulous time visiting the RSC
to watch a stage version of Charles Dickens',
'A Christmas Carol'! We took a fabulous group of
Year 10 and Year 11 students who are studying the
novella as part of their GCSE course. All students
engaged with the performance and members of the
public praised their conduct in the theatre. The
adaptation included Adrian Edmundson as
Ebeneezer Scrooge and Sunetra Sarker as the
Ghost of Christmas Present. The play served as a
fantastic revision of the plot and included some key
details about the suffering of the poor in the
Victorian Era. Well done to all students involved and
a huge thank you to the staff who attended the trip.

Are you ready to take your career to new heights?
From Pilots to Cabin Crew, Project Management or
Business, to Engineering and Digital careers.
British Airways, one of the U.K’s most iconic brands
has the right career waiting just for you!
On Monday 14th November from 5:00pm – 6:00pm,
we will be hosting an exclusive event with British
Airways to showcase the huge range of career
opportunities that are available to you after school!
British Airways are the UK's largest international
scheduled airline, flying to nearly 600 destinations
around the world!
It is an exciting time to be at British Airways. They
are growing their global route network, investing in
their fleet, and transforming the experience they
offer their customers. From Customer Service to
Aircraft Engineering, you need not know everything
about the world, or even be well travelled! Provided
you are curious, mindful and open to new
experiences, you can make a real impact from day
one.
Their apprenticeship opportunities appeal to the
adventurous and those who want to start earning
right away, whilst getting a head start in their
careers. Whether you aspire to work in their global
head office, be face-to-face with customers at
Heathrow Airport, or behind the scenes in their
engineering and operations teams, there is an
opportunity for you.
Discover where a career with British Airways could
take you. Click the link below to register yourself for
our upcoming online event. This event will be held
virtually via Zoom, so you can tune in from
anywhere in the country!

Registration Link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BA-InsightEvening

SAFEGUARDING
Stress Awareness Week 7th - 11th November.
Search the Family Information Service
website for activities and resources for children &
young people on;

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE

• Developing resilience top tips - taking steps to
look after your wellbeing can help you deal with
pressure, and reduce the impact that stress has
on your life. This is sometimes called developing
emotional resilience.

The importance of good attendance for future life
opportunities cannot be over-estimated. There is a
clear and undeniable link between regular school
attendance and success in examinations. It is also
important to recognise what “good” attendance actually
is: attendance of 90% might sound good but, in reality,
this equates to one day off every two weeks. An
employer would certainly not consider this to be good
attendance, by supporting us in encouraging your child
to aim for attendance of 95% and above you are not
only providing them with the best opportunities to gain
educational success, you are also helping to prepare
them for the rigorous expectations of the work place.
Please avoid taking your child out of school during term
time as this will not be authorised, and could lead to a
referral for a fixed penalty notice in line with
Government guidelines.

• Stress Bucket - consider what makes you
stressed and some ways to help those stresses
go away.

ATTENDANCE PERFORMANCE FOR LAST
WEEK

• Coping with stress - looks at what stress is,
what causes it, how it might feel to be suffering
from stress and ways to cope with stress.
• Wellbeing bingo - activity to get you talking and
thinking about what you have done in the last
week to look after yourself. It could be reading a
good book, spending time with a friend or visiting
somewhere new.

• NHS Every Mind Matters - there are plenty of
things you can do to help cope with stressful
events, and simple steps you can take to deal with
stress or burnout. Learn about: What stress is,
tips to deal with stress, signs and symptoms of
burnout and much more!

.

