9th September 2022

Dear parents and carers,
This morning, we gathered together as a school community to thank Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II for a lifetime of service to the United Kingdom and Commonwealth who reigned
with dignity, honour, and selflessness. Her passing marks a moment in history. A Queen
who was graceful and strong and a woman of loyalty and strength. She was a national and
worldly treasure who pledged her life to her community worldwide and who will be sadly
missed. Although the Queen’s life has been long and full, this is a time of sadness, first of
all for her family, but also for so many people who have admired the Queen’s dignity and
dedication throughout her life.
In particular, as people of faith, we have valued her frequent references to her own faith in
Christ, which has given her strength and guidance in all the circumstances of her life. We
pray for Her Majesty and for all those who mourn her loss, especially her family. In the midst
of his own sadness. We pray for our new sovereign King Charles III, as he assumes his
new responsibilities, and for the Queen Consort who stands by his side.
We pray for our country at this time: that the Kingdom of God which is our final destination
may influence our life on earth and our hope of Heaven.
God bless the Queen.
For the repose of HM The Queen Elizabeth II
Almighty God,
You are the author and sustainer of all human life;
grant that your servant, Elizabeth our Queen,
whom you granted a long and happy reign as Monarch of
these lands may be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that eternal life
promised to all those born again
in the water of baptism and power of your Spirit.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit God, forever and ever,
Amen.
Eternal rest, grant to her O Lord,
And let Perpetual light shine upon her.
May she rest in peace.
Amen.
Well done to year 7 and year 12 who have joined the St Thomas More community this
week. It has been a very positive start to the new term. I have been so impressed with the
way students have returned, how professional and smart they look in their school uniform
and their positive attitudes to learning. During the ‘welcome back’ assemblies, I shared our
expectations of students regarding attendance, uniform, behaviour for learning, attitude to
learning and showing kindness. In a world where our students can be anything, we ask
them to be kind to others in this school and to be kind to themselves.
Kind regards
Leearna Thomas, Principal

I'm really sorry about that It may have been
potentially if the mail
merge button you inserted
was deleted or there was
an accidental backspace,
however it wasn't in the
final sent message before
it was sent unfortunately,
leading to the names not
appearing as you advised.
I'm not able to replicate
this at the moment but if
you find you are
experiencing this with
other SMS messages
please do let me know the
details and I will attempt to
Prayeragain.
–
re-replicate
God is the source of all
Further on from your issue
wisdom and knowledge.
the him
'???'to
coming
Letwith
us ask
bless up in
the who
placeseek
of the
names,
those
to learn
and
theiryou
teachers.
were
able to pinpoint
For
students,
the that
any
specificthat
families
Spirit of God may grant
raised this with you so I
them the gifts of wisdom
follow up, as it is likely
of can
understanding.
a teachers,
name/account
issue if it's
For
that they
may
notshare
affecting
their every
knowledge
recipientwith
- If you could
gentleness,
patience,
supply any
specificand
names
concern for their
where this happened so
students.
we
cantogether
pinpointinusers
We
pray
the to
test/replicate
it on.
I have
words
our Saviour
gave
us.raised
Our Father….
this with our
St.development
Thomas More.
Pray
team
for us.
regardless for them to
Our Lady Seat of
investigate while we await
Wisdom. Pray for us.
the names for you. My
apologies again for any
inconvenience caused.

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE

KEY DATES

The importance of good attendance for future life
opportunities cannot be over-estimated. There is a clear
and undeniable link between regular school attendance
and success in examinations. It is also important to
recognize what “good” attendance actually is: attendance
of 90% might sound good but, in reality, this equates to
one day off every two weeks. An employer would certainly
not consider this to be good attendance. By supporting us
in encouraging your child to aim for attendance of 95%
and above you are not only providing them with the best
opportunities to gain educational success, you are also
helping to prepare them for the rigorous expectations of
the work place. Please avoid taking your child out of
school during term time as this will not be authorised, and
could lead to a referral for a fixed penalty notice in line with
Government guidelines.

Monday 12th September and Tuesday 13th September
Year 9 residential trip
Thursday 15th September
Year 12 parent/carer welcome evening at 6pm
Tuesday 20th September
Year 7 welcome Mass
Thursday 29th September
Year 7 parent/carer welcome evening at 6pm
Tuesday 4th October
Year 12 welcome Mass
Thursday 6th October
Year 6/7 Open Evening from 6pm. School closes at 2:15pm
Friday 7th October
Year 6/7 Open Morning 9:30am – 11:30am

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022
Autumn Term
Half term
 Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022
 Monday 31st October 2022 – teacher training day
Term ends
 Friday 16th December 2022
Christmas holiday
 Monday 19th December to Monday 2nd January
2023
Spring Term



Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – teacher training day
Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Term starts (for
pupils)
Half term
 Monday 20th February to Friday 24th February
2023
Spring (Easter) holiday
 Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023
Summer Term
Term starts
 Monday 17th April 2023
Half term
 Monday 29th May 2022 to Friday 2nd June 2023
Term Ends
 Friday 21st July 2023

TOGETHER WITH AUTISM CONFERENCE

WHAT ARE WE READING

Join Act for Autism in person for the 'Together
with Autism' Conference on 19th November 2022.
Held at Whitley Academy to launch the Local
Autism Strategy and share/listen to advice and
information. Please join them for inspiring talks,
workshops and to meet with your local services
representatives.

Over the summer I have really been enjoying
reading James Joyce’s Ulysses. It is a dystopic
story with a twist; written as a satirical take –
making comment on the unrealistic ideals of
human heroes portrayed in Greek mythology.
Instead of a God like muscle man, with mystical
powers; Joyce uses as his hero a normal everyday
guy – with warts and all! There is shocking yet
very engaging rudeness, swearing and sexual
references – which are often crude and always gut
wrenchingly funny and sad at the same time.
References to the Bible, the hypocrisy of the
established Church and Shakespeare.

This event is for Warwickshire and Coventry
parents/carers of autistic adults and children, and
professionals wanting to better understand
autism.
Find out more and buy tickets via their website
https://actforautism.co.uk
CAREERS
Making applying to university easy. Please find
the links for a step-by-step guide to writing a
standout personal statement below
https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/heguidance-making-applying-to-university-easy-astep-by-step-guide-to-writing-a-standout-personalstatement-with-higher-education-advisers-fromuniversity-of-east-anglia/
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/free-wp
Please find a link for new free career guides
below
https://bit.ly/3RTgpVt
CHALLENGE SET FOR ALL STUDENTS
Set your alarm!
A challenge has been set for all students to
arrive for school on time Monday 12th
September. Students will be rewarded with a
chocolate bar

Along with reading the book perse’; I am reading
the in depth analysis which acts as a sort of
precise – which is very illuminating. I have only
read this after getting about halfway through the
book; as I wanted to form my own opinions and
think deeply. I read alongside, a very expansive
dictionary; as I love to improve my vocabulary – to
keep my old grey matter working – and stave off
dotage.
Some quotes from the preface analysis, reminds
me of a character portrayed in the film of
C.S.Lewis’ life “Shadowlands”, where one of
Lewis’ university students said that we read to
realise we are not alone. I very much identify with
this and often find it very therapeutic and cathartic
to read of other peoples’ lives; when they have
experienced very similar things to myself. I also
read for the pure delight of the richness and the
beauty of words, poetry, song and just good
conversation. A meeting of human hearts.
Joyce’s books like Dickens and our own dear
George Elliott, attack the inhuman ways society
can exclude and destroy the human soul and
celebrates the often unhallowed human lives of
suffering and beauty.
Mrs Stapleton

