4th November 2022

Dear parents and carers,
The return to school on Tuesday this week began with a reflection for students to
mark the Solemnity of All Saints’. As we know, November is a month of remembrance
where we remember loved ones who have died and pray that they will be with God in
heaven. As a school, throughout the month of November, we will pray for members of
our school community who have gone before us. We have a remembrance tree in the
foyer area of school where students and staff have the opportunity to write the name
of a loved one whom they wish us to pray for each week. As we remember loved ones
this month, we do so with the belief that we will see them again because of what Jesus
has done for us. “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will
live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”
On Friday 11th November, we will hold a special remembrance service for all students
to commemorate the end of the First World War and to remember all those who fought
and died in the service of our country. Any students who are members of Scouts,
Guides, Cadets, Girls/Boys Brigade Unit may come dressed to school in their service
uniform.
Please continue to pray for Year 11 students who are completing their mock
examinations at this time. We have been so impressed with the high levels of maturity
and commitment shown by students during the exam period. We hope that the hard
work is reflected in the results students will receive over the next few weeks. We would
like to invite parents and carers into school to meet with your child’s mentor during the
week beginning the 5th December. This will provide an opportunity for us to share your
child’s mock results with you and to discuss the post mock phase of learning and
revision.
On Wednesday 16th November, we are holding our sixth form open evening for all
Year 11 students. It provides an opportunity to come and look around the sixth form
and speak to sixth form teachers and the sixth form leadership team about the
fantastic array of A Level and BTEC courses on offer. Please share this date with
family and friends who have children in Year 11 and who may be interested in a course
of study with us next September.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate two students on their recent
fantastic achievements. Firstly, to Ashryah Dewar in Year 12 who played in Corps of
Drums of the Massed Band of Sea Cadet Corps at the National Trafalgar Day Parade
last Sunday. Ashryah has also been promoted to Petty Officer Cadet!
Secondly, to Adisa Osayande in Year 11 who has recently secured a scholarship at
Derby County Football Club. A huge congratulations to Ashryah and Adisa on their
success. We are very proud of you both.
Wishing you a restful weekend.
Leearna Thomas
Principal
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KEY DATES

WHAT ARE WE READING

Wednesday 16th November
Sixth Form Open Evening

The City of St Peter.

Thursday 17th November
Year 11 GCSE PE practical exam
Tuesday 29th November
School photographs for years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13

DATES FOR PARENTS EVENING
Thursday 1st December
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 5th January
Year 11 Parents Evening
Thursday 16th February
Year 10 Parents Evening
Thursday 2nd March
Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening
Thursday 20th April
Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday 11th May
Year 8 Parents Evening
Thursday 15th June
Year 7 Parents Evening

NATIONAL POETRY DAY COMPETITION
WINNERS
Well done to all students who participated in this
year's National Poetry Competition hosted by Miss
Chapman. There were some phenomenal entries
that really showcased great talent. Congratulations to
Annaliese Underwood for winning this year's
competition with her beautiful poem
titled Remember. Honourable mentions go to
Rebecca Dennison, Maya Gurung-Lukaszewska,
Lexi Finch,Vyharan Srirakulan, Nieve Bineesh and
Ruby-Jayne Vaughan.

One of my favourite places to go and visit is Rome – I
love the food, the atmosphere, the people, the
restaurants, the food, the gelato and you guessed it…
the food!
I do not really enjoy reading fiction books. Instead, I
enjoy reading non-fiction. I have recently been given a
very special book by a friend. He realised that he had a
book a about St Peter’s Basilica in Rome that he had
read but had left it on a shelf for a very long time. He
knew that I love travelling to Rome and knew it would
be going to a good owner.
Perhaps you have some books that you could share
with someone else – if they are sat on a shelf they are
not being read and not being used for the purpose they
were intended.
If you have a love of a particular subject get a book
about it and increase your knowledge, immerse yourself
in the information. You never know it may inspire you!
Happy Reading.
Mr Lomas.

READING CORNER
I am excited to announce the opening of an amazing
reading corner for all students! Head down to room
eleven to browse books, discover new authors and
delve into your next adventure. Where will your reading
take you?
Happy reading!
Miss Chapman

CATHOLIC LIFE

PRAYER

November is the Month of the Holy Souls when we
remember in prayer all members of our family,
friends and school community who have gone
before us to their heavenly reward. All students,
their families and staff are invited to write down the
names of their loved ones, hand them into Mr
Lomas and they will be placed in front of the Altar in
our chapel during November. Mass will be offered
for all of these intentions at St Benedict's,
Atherstone by Fr. Paul at the end of the month. You
can email the names to Mr Lomas
lomas.a@st-thomas-more.net

Christ Jesus,
You understand the pain of loss,
the grief that seems to take
the air from my lungs.
You are the Resurrection
and the Life.
All our hope is in you.
Lord Jesus,
may I find a way through
the darkness
to the light of your love.
You are the Resurrection
and the Life.
All our hope is in you.
Christ Jesus,
you wept at the death of your friend, Lazarus.
Now your compassion wipes the tears from our
eyes.
May we find comfort in reaching out to others
who feel lost and alone.
You are the Resurrection and the Life.
All our hope is in you.

ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH
Celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King at
St. Benedict’s Atherstone.
Mass on Sunday 20th November at 9.30am will be
for Youth Sunday. Students and their families at
STM have been invited by Fr. Paul and the
parishioners to come along and take part in this
special celebration.
Students will be serving the Mass, leading the
prayers, readings and the Offertory.
If you went to St. Benedict’s Primary, why not come
along to see some familiar faces.
St. Benedict’s is on Owen Street in Atherstone,
CV9 1DG.

THE BURDEN OF GRIEF
You have turned my mourning into dancing,
You have stripped off my sackcloth and clothed me
with joy.
Psalm 30:11

POPPY APPEAL
We will be supporting this year's Poppy Appeal.
Poppies will be on sale during tutor time from Friday
4th November until Thursday 11th November 2022.

SAFEGUARDING

Home Secretary says
‘Enough’ to violence
against women and
girls

No one should live in fear of abuse
The Government has put together a campaign
called “Enough” which has been created in
collaboration with victims and survivors of abuse.
This campaign offers resources, information and
support for violence against women and girls.
Please click on the link below for more information
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/homesecretary-says-enough-to-violence-againstwomen-and-girls

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE
The importance of good attendance for future life
opportunities cannot be over-estimated. There is a
clear and undeniable link between regular school
attendance and success in examinations. It is also
important to recognise what “good” attendance actually
is: attendance of 90% might sound good but, in reality,
this equates to one day off every two weeks. An
employer would certainly not consider this to be good
attendance, by supporting us in encouraging your child
to aim for attendance of 95% and above you are not
only providing them with the best opportunities to gain
educational success, you are also helping to prepare
them for the rigorous expectations of the work place.
Please avoid taking your child out of school during term
time as this will not be authorised, and could lead to a
referral for a fixed penalty notice in line with
Government guidelines.

ATTENDANCE PERFORMANCE FOR LAST
WEEK

.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ASHRYAH

STUDENT LOGBOOK REMINDER

A huge congratulations to Ashryah Dewar who
played in Corps of Drums of The Massed Band of
Sea Cadet Corps at the National Trafalgar Day
Parade 2022.
Ashryah played a total of 9 songs representing the
Sea Cadet Unit (Nuneaton & Bedworth and
Warwickshire District).
We are proud of you!

Please remember to check and sign your child’s
logbook at the end of each week. This is
imperative to ensure that students are keeping up
with home learning and any events that are
happening within the school week. It is also a way
for us to communicate with parents/carers if
needed.

CAREERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO ADISA
Congratulations Adisa on securing a scholarship with
Derby County Football Club. What a fantastic
achievement and so well deserved. We are so proud
of you!

SPORT CLUBS

Sports clubs for this half term. New players are always
welcome!

