Friday 1st April 2022

Dear parents and carers,
I hope you are well.
From 1st April there are some changes to the governments’ guidance for schools
regarding testing and self-isolation periods for students. Students who are unwell
and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact with other
people. They can return to school when they no longer have a high temperature, and
they are well enough to attend. The isolation period for children has now reduced to
3 days, which mean that if your child is COVID positive, they should self-isolate for 3
days. Asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended for students in school and we
will no longer provide test kits. Tests will now need to be paid for and can be ordered
online or obtained from a local pharmacy.
May I take this opportunity to remind parents and carers of our uniform expectations
regarding the school blazer. All students should wear their school blazer at all times
in school and should have their school blazer in school everyday. We pride ourselves
on our high expectations of uniform and would like to thank you for your support with
this.
Today we had a theatre company in school who delivered a powerful production to
all year 9 students called ‘Kindness: A legacy of the Holocaust’. This play is based
on the testimony of Hungarian survivor Susan Pollack MBE, who was aged only 13
when she was sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau in the summer of 1944. It follows on from
a series of lessons which have focused on Nazi Germany and the Rise of Hitler as
part of the History curriculum. Although the production was extremely moving, Year
9 students were a credit to us and asked such mature and responsible questions
afterwards. Well done Year 9!
A huge congratulations to George Wright in Year 13 who won the
silver medal in Junior Male I Dan Patterns and the bronze medal
in Junior Male Team Patterns. George is participating in the
European Taekwon-do competition in Croatia. Well done George!

We are delighted that some staff are willing to offer Easter revision sessions during
the Easter holidays to year 11 and 13 students. Please click on the link to see which
subjects are being offered. https://bit.ly/3NEQJdE
Wishing you all a pleasant weekend.
Kind regards
Leearna Thomas
Principal

Prayer –
God, sometimes it feels
as though our country
has strayed so far from
your ideals that we’ll
never get it back, but I
know You are a God of
miracles. Please
change the hearts of
the people in our
country. Give them a
longing to return back
to You, and let it start
with me.”
St. Thomas More. Pray
for us.
Our Lady, Seat of
Wisdom. Pray for us.
.

;

CAREERS
The following link will take you to an online Careers
Magazine for parents, which is free to subscribe to.
It contains lots of really useful information and advice
to help you support your child with anything Career
related.
https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-parents/
We are very keen to build our links with any local or
national businesses and would very much welcome
any support that could be offered to our students
across any of our Careers activities.
If you would like to get involved with
any
of the following:
 Careers Fair
 Mock Interviews
 Talking to students about your Career
 Supporting students during an Enterprise activity
 Hosting a workplace visit
 Hosting a student on a work experience
placement
Please get in touch with Mrs Way via email:
way.v@st-thomas-more.net

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Over the last two weeks a small group of Year 12
students have planned and delivered Collective
Worship to Year 4 and 5 students in all of our
MAC primary schools. Students prayed together,
read the Good Samaritan Parable and then
engaged in an activity. The activity meant
students were able to reflect on when they have
been a good Samaritan in the past and how they
could be a good Samaritan in the future. It was so
lovely to see all of the kind and caring ways the
students have helped people in the past and their
imaginative and inspiring ideas on how they can
help people in the future. A huge well done and
thank you to those involved.

YEAR 11 GROUP PHOTO

STRANGER DANGER

The Year 11 group photo will be taking place on
Tuesday 5th April.

As promoted by Warwickshire Safeguarding
Partnership, Taking Care Scheme please do not
teach blanket ‘stranger danger’ messages to
children. The reason for this is that sometimes a
stranger is the only person who can help us and is
a far safer option than not talking to anyone. E.g.
a child lost in a shop is far safer to tell a stranger
they are lost than to wander off looking for the
person they have separated from. We may
choose to discuss the likely ‘safest’ strangers in
such scenarios such as a mother with a pram or
small children or someone who works in the shop.

STAFF TRAINING DAY
Reminder that Friday 8th April is a staff-training day
therefore students are not required to attend school /
Sixth Form on this day

MONTHLY INTENTION – POPE FRANCIS
CATHOLIC NEWS – APRIL: FOR HEALTH
CARE WORKERS
We pray for health care workers who serve the sick
and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by governments
and local communities

However, we do need to clarify the stranger
issue as plainly there are situations we may
want to warn children about for their own safety
e.g.
 Not to get in a car with anyone (NOT just
someone they do not know) unless their
parent/guardian knows who/ where/ when etc.
and has given permission.
 Not leaving school with someone other than
who they were expecting unless their
parent/guardian knows who/ where/ when etc
and has given permission and they have
checked with a school staff member.
Sometimes a password system is used so that
children are only released into the care of an
adult who can give the correct password – this
is usually changed as soon as it has been used
once.
 Not to walk off with anyone (NOT just someone
they don’t know) unless their parent/guardian
knows who/ where/ when etc. and has given
permission.
 If someone tries to grab them it is ok to break
all the rules of politeness to others e.g. scream,
kick, punch, bite…etc. Whatever they need to
do to draw attention to themselves and alert
others to the fact they are in danger.
Please reinforce these safety messages to the
children regularly without giving them the idea
that ALL strangers are ‘bad’.

COUNTY LINES
What does it mean?
County lines is a form of criminal exploitation. It is when criminals befriend children, either online of offline, and then manipulate
them into drug dealing. The 'lines' refer to mobile phones that are used to control a young person who is delivering drugs, often to
towns outside their home county.
Young people aged 14-17 are most likely to be targeted by criminal groups but there have been reports of children as young as 7
years old being groomed into county lines. It affects all communities regardless of social background, however those with financial
issues/lower income households and who regularly skip school or have problems at home may be more at risk. In addition, it is not
a big city problem, we are aware that it is an issue for young people in Nuneaton, Bedworth and Atherstone, so we need to ensure
that all parents are aware so they you can help to safeguard your children with us.

Signs of Child Exploitation
Is your child…
Travelling alone, particularly in school hours, late at night or frequently?
Anxious, frightened, angry or displaying other behaviours that make you worried about them?
In possession of more than one mobile phone?
Carrying lots of money or additional items that you haven’t bought for them eg expensive clothes.
Potentially under the influence of drugs or alcohol?
Being controlled by a ‘friend’?
Accompanied by individuals who are older than them?

How to report concerns


Call the police on 101 or 999 in an emergency



You can also report to the police online. Only report your concerns when it is safe for you to do so, even if this is after the
event that your concerns initially arose. Do not attempt to intervene yourself.



Text the British Transport Police on 61016



If you are on a train, you can text the British Transport Police. Information on routes of travel, addresses, appearance,
and behaviour of a child can all help to protect young people.



Call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111



If you have information on child exploitation and abuse or suspect it may be happening but want to remain completely
anonymous, you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online or on the phone.



Call the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000



The NSPCC helpline is staffed by trained professionals who can provide expert advice and support if you’re concerned
about a child.

