History Knowledge Organiser: Why did the world go to war in 1914 (part 1)?

Key Terms

Definitions

KPI 1: To be able to analyse the key reasons to explain the outbreak of war in 1914.

Nationalism

The belief that your country is better than anyone
else's.

In 1914, the situation in Europe was tense. Secret alliances, internal politics, and the
desire to grow empires had built up distrust and dislike between many of the European
powers. All it would take was one international event and Europe would be at war.

Alliances

A group of countries who agree to support each other
when needed.

Imperialism

The desire to take over and conquer other countries.

Militarism

Building up of armed forces, navy and so on.

Triple Entente

France, Russia and Britain.

Triple Alliance

Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy.

Think about
how these
events help
us
understand
what
was
happening in
Europe pre1914. was
war
inevitable?

•
•

Long term causes (things that built up over a period of time): nationalism,
imperialism, militarism, alliances
Short term cause (an event that happened and makes an impact quickly): the
murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

KPI2: To be able to analyse and evaluate sources about a key conflict in
World War One.
Gallipoli 1915 – key points to bear in mind:
• In 1915, the allies realised they needed to plan an attack that would
prevent Germany from gaining any more territory, and allow them to
make headway in the war. Trenches may have been a useful strategy
in the early stages, but they caused stalemate meaning that sides
made very little movement into the areas they either wanted to
occupy or gain back.
• The Allies therefore decided to attack Turkey, specifically the Gallipoli
peninsula. Turkey were allied with Germany. They hoped that if they
did this, they could attack Germany ‘from behind’ – meaning they
would surprise Germany and take them out of the war.
• If the Allies could capture Constantinople (capital of Turkey) this
would enable them to take control of Turkey, as well as have control of
the Dardenelles Strait (stretch of water). This was important as it
would allow them to have easy access to Russia and get supplies and
equipment to them without being attacked/under threat.
• In terms of troops, Britain and France were limited due to forces
needed on the Western Front as this was the main fighting arena.
Therefore we called upon our empire. Australia and New Zealand sent
troops known as the ANZACS. As good as it was to have allies, the
ANZACS had little time to prepare and equip themselves appropriately
as well as train for the territory they would be fighting in. However,
British troops were not well informed either.
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KPI 2: To be able to analyse and evaluate sources about a key conflict in World War One.
What happened?
• The Royal Navy tried to bomb Turkish forts in the Dardanelle Straits in March 1915, but all this
did was warn Turkish forces that the Allies were thinking of attacking there.
• The landings on 25th April were in the wrong place. The ships got lost and landed a mile away
from the correct beaches. Instead of a shallow beach, the landing force was faced by steep cliffs
and Turkish defenders who were well dug in.
• Some seniorKey
commanders
thinking of evacuating the troops and giving up.
Terms were already
Definitions
• The situation was made worse when Bulgaria entered the war on the side of Germany.
• This would mean that Germany would now have a direct land route (via Bulgaria) to Turkey,
enabling Germany to supply heavy siege artillery which would devastate the Allied trench network.
• After visiting the front at Gallipoli himself Lord Kitchener agreed that evacuation of British Empire
troops was the only action left.
• The evacuation was the most successful part of the whole operation, and was carried out without
any further fatalities in December 1915.
• The Gallipoli Campaign never recovered from the failures of the first days. Over the succeeding
months more and more Allied troops were thrown into the battle and the Turks matched the Allies
man for man.
• The objectives assigned for the first day were still distant dreams when the British finally
admitted defeat and evacuated the Peninsula in January 1916.
• The Turks saw this as a resounding victory.
• The defeat of the British Empire at Gallipoli shocked the whole world.

Why did the attack on Gallipoli fail?
• The British would not send their best ships or officers because they
wanted to keep them on the Western Front.
• It was very badly planned. The British did not even know how many
Turkish troops were in the area. They were even using some old tourist
guide books for intelligence!
• There were disagreements between the army and navy commanders.
• The officers made some very bad decisions. For example, soldiers were
told to wait on beaches when they could easily have moved inland. This
gave the Turks time to regroup and attack.
• The Turkish forces proved to be very determined fighters.
• The climate was very inhospitable and many soldiers died of heat and
disease.
• The Allies still used trench warfare even though this had caused a
deadlock on the Western Front.
Were there any successes?
• The evacuation of Suvla Bay and Anzac Cove was a brilliant success. It
was accomplished on December 19th to December 20th. Not one
casualty occurred.
• The evacuation of Helles occurred on January 8th to January 9th, again
with no loss of life. Thus the campaign ended with two successes.
• Some believe today that it was a daring and unorthodox (not the norm)
amphibious assault.
• Was some limited damage to Turkish ships/equipment.
• We remained in Turkey from April to December 1915, dealing with the
conditions as best as we could.

KPI 3: To be able to explain why the Battle of the Somme played out as it
did.
• 1st July 1916 saw another important battle happen to try and break the
situation of stalemate.
•It was becoming increasingly clear that we were not making enough
progress on the Western Front. In fact we weren't going anywhere and
were remaining in the front lines of our trenches. In order to win the war
we needed to make a move on Germany.
• Sir Douglas Haig was put in charge of this attack. He was a veteran of
other wars, namely the Boer War and seemed to have a good command.
However, despite this, the Battle of the Somme is one of the most
debated battle of WW1 due to the insufficient outcomes.

History Knowledge Organiser: Why did the world go to war in 1914 (part 1)?
KPI 3: To be able to explain why the Battle of the Somme played out as it did.
• The Battle was planned as a joint attack by the British and the French, however the
French were under pressure at Verdun so they could not join in.
• Haig wanted to delay the fighting so that his would have more time to prepare, but the
French insisted so Haig organised the attack.
• The attack would begin with a week-long artillery bombardment of the German front
line to destroy their defences. (Haig claimed, 'not even a rat would be alive' at the end of
it.)
• The Infantry (foot soldiers) would then advance to take hold of the German positions,
closely followed by a charge of Cavalry (soldiers on horses) who would sweep through
breaking the enemy line in two.
• The week-long artillery bombardment actually warned the enemy that an attack was
coming. This gave them plenty of time to prepare for it.
• The German dugouts were well made and heavily defended. The German soldiers were
able to hide in their underground bunkers until the infantry attack started.
• The bombardment had churned up the ground badly making the British advance more
difficult.
• Many British artillery shells failed to explode, so some parts of the German defences
had not even been touched.
• When the men went over-the-top at 7:30 am on 1st July, wave after wave were simply
mown down by enemy fire.

Key Terms

Definitions

Stalemate

Sides aren't moving forward, staying in the same
position.

KPI 3: To be able to explain why the Battle of the Somme played out as
it did.
Outcomes of the battle
• Approximately 60,000 men were killed or wounded by the end of the
first day.
• The French, attacking where the German defences were weaker,
were more successful but without back up from the British they were
unable to hold on to their advance.
• Haig allowed the bloodshed to continue despite the growing losses.
By the time he called off the attack on 28th November 1916, more
than 450,000 British, 200,000 French and 650,000 German soldiers
had been slaughtered.
• After four months of fighting the Allies had advanced a distance of no
more than five miles.
• Due to the fact lack of land was gained and the amount of casualties
and deaths we suffered in the first day and then in the battles entirety,
there is still debate about whether Haig should be called ‘The Butcher
of the Somme’.
“ The next morning we gunners surveyed the dreadful scene in front of
our trench. Immediately in front, and spreading left and right until
hidden from view, was clear evidence that the attack [hadn’t worked].
Hundreds of dead … were strung out like wreckage washed up to a
high-water mark. Quite as many died on the enemy wire as on the
ground, like fish caught in the net. They hung there in grotesque
postures. Some looked as though they were praying; they had died on
their knees and the wire had prevented their fall.
From the way the dead were equally spread out, whether on the wire
or lying in front of it, it was clear that there were no gaps in the wire at
the time of the attack”
Extract from a book written by George Coppard, a machine-gunner at
the Battle of the Somme.
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KPI 4: To know why Germany surrendered at the end of World War One and explain how
the Allies tried to prevent another war from happening.

• Ludendorff announced in 1918 that if Germany was to win the war then the allies had
to be defeated on the Western Front before the arrival of American troops.
• Although his offensive was initially successful the allies held ground and eventually
pushed the Germans back.
• By 1918 there were strikes and demonstrations in Berlin and other cities protesting
about the effects of the war on the population. The British naval blockade of German
ports meant that thousands of people were starving. Socialists were waiting for the
chance to seize Germany as they had in Russia. In October 1918 Ludendorff resigned and
the German navy mutinied. The end was near. Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated on November
9th 1918.
• On 11th November the leaders of both sides held a meeting in Ferdinand Foch's railway
carriage headquarters at Compiegne.
• The Armistice was signed at 6am and came into force five hours later.
• Germany had to accept the War Guilt Clause that was set out by The Treaty of
Versailles;
“The Allied governments affirm, and Germany accepts, the responsibility of Germany and
her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied governments and their
peoples have been subjected as a result of the war.”

Who were the key players?

Georges
Clemenceau
President of
France. He was
a fiery politician
nicknamed ‘The
Tiger’.

David Lloyd
George
British Prime
Minister. Lloyd
George was an
experienced
politician.

Woodrow
Wilson
The American
President. He had
brought the US
into the war in
1917.

The key players all wanted what was right for their countries, and this caused
problems in getting the Treaty exactly right.

Key Terms

Definitions

Stalemate

Sides aren't moving forward, staying in the same
position.

SelfDetermination

Countries should rule themselves rather than be ruled
by a country that is trying to create/maintain an
empire.

KPI 4: To know why Germany surrendered at the end of World War One
and explain how the Allies tried to prevent another war from happening.
Terms of the Treaty of Versailles (key ones)
A. The German navy was only allowed six battleships and not allowed to build any
tanks, planes or submarines
B. The Austrian Empire was broken up into independent nations. Austria was
forbidden to unite with Germany
C. Germany had to pay £6.6 billion in damages
D. Germany had to accept blame for starting the war
E. Germany was not allowed to keep any troops on the area that bordered France
F. Germany’s colonies were taken back and returned to the people to self govern
or given to the allies
G. The German army was cut by 100,000 men and only volunteers could join
H. The League of Nations was set up to allow countries to talk over their problems.
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KPI 4: To know why Germany surrendered at the end of World War One and explain how
the Allies tried to prevent another war from happening.

Georges Clemenceau
I want Germany
punished. They have
invaded France
twice in the last 50 years; they
have occupied our land and
burned our towns. We have
suffered and the Germans have
not! I want them to suffer as
France has suffered.
I demand that Germany face a
peace that is just to France and
leaves Germany too weak to ever
threaten us again.

KPI 4: To know why Germany surrendered at the end of World War
One and explain how the Allies tried to prevent another war from
happening.

Clemenceau

Woodrow Wilson
Certainly, Germany
needs to be punished,
but the victors need to
look at the issue of how to avoid war.
There should be self-determination –
the people of Europe, and indeed the
World, should be allowed to rule
themselves rather than being the
subjects of great empires.
And there can be no more ‘old alliances’
– there needs to be a League of
Nations to solve international disputes.

Wilson

The Treaty did not keep the ‘Big Three’ happy as not one really
believed that they had benefited fully from it.
• Clemenceau did not think it was harsh enough and believed that
France had not benefited from it. He wanted Germany to be broken
into smaller states so they had little chance of rising to power or being
a threat again.
• Wilson was not impressed with the fact that the Treaty was focusing
on punishment rather than peace and the fact that the concept of selfdetermination had not been dealt with. This meant that empires still
existed which caused tensions.
• Lloyd George predicted that the treaty would lead to another war in
25 years time (from 1919) and was literally smack on with his
prediction. He believed that he had a good treaty for Britain, but not
for Germany and not for peace.

This will be my legacy.

David Lloyd George
When I was elected, I
told the British public I
would squeeze Germany
“until the pips squeak”, but Britain needs
trade to recover from the war. The
Germans must be punished, but not so
much that we can’t trade with them.

Lloyd George

And what about the Bolshevik threat? If
we make the Germans too poor, they
could be attracted towards Bolshevism.
We don’t want a revolution in Germany.
There needs to be a balance for
peace to work.

German Reaction
• Germany was not allowed to participate in the negotiations. The
draft treaty was presented to the Germans in May 1919 and they were
given 15 days to decide on their reply.
• The Germans were outraged at the severity of the treaty. The head of
the German delegation, Count von Brockdorff-Rantzau, wrote to
Clemenceau:
“We were aghast when we read in documents the demands
made upon us, the victorious violence of our enemies. The more deeply
we penetrate into the spirit of this treaty, the more convinced we
become of the impossibility of carrying it out. The exactions of this
treaty are more than the German people can bear.”
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KPI 5: To know and understand how Great Britain changed following World War One.
Women’s right to vote.
Traditionally only men were represented within both local and national government of Great
Britain. The men had a right to own property and hold jobs allowing them to earn money and
influence. The women were expected to marry as they were not seen as able to look after
themselves. Their opportunities to earn money were very limited because they did not have equal
access to education and could not get professional jobs. Once married all their property was given
to their husbands. Their husbands had a right to represent them in the court and women had little
chance of getting a divorce if they wanted one.
During 19th century women started demanding equal right in several areas:
• Access to education
• Right to earn money and to be able to own property
• Right to have control over their own body
• Right to equal position to a man in a Court of Law
• Right to vote in local and national elections

Key Terms

Definitions

Suffrage

The right to vote in political elections.

Suffragettes

Is the name given by Daily Mail newspaper to the members of
Women’s Social and Political Union. Became a popular name for
women demanding the right to vote.

MP

An elected member of Parliament

Higher class

The wealthiest and most influential group of people within the
society. Up to start of 20th century many held aristocratic titles
given by the king to and inherited within family.

Middle class

The group of people between working class and higher class. Their
source of income is mainly from professional jobs like lawyers,
doctors, accountants and teachers. Some own small businesses.

Working class

The group of people earning their income from manual labour like
factory work, mining, farming and building.

The Parliament

The parliament is made out two Hoses of Parliament: House of
commons and House of Lords. Members of house of commons are
elected by all the people in the country with the right to vote.
Some of the members of the Hose of Lords are elected and some
are named by the queen/king. The parliament has a responsibility
for creating all laws of the country.

Getting organised.
In 1894 Millicent Garrett Fawcett created a National Union of Women’s Suffrage.
Her aim was to gain a right to vote for women through peaceful appeals to male
members of the government. The first attempt of giving women the right to vote
took place four years later but the vote failed.
In 1903 Emmeline Pankhurst, disappointed with the lack of progress on the issue
created Women’s Social and Political Union that became known as Suffragettes
three years later. She worked closely with her three daughters Christabel, Adela
and Sylvia. She believed that the union must use more offensive stand in the fight
and was prepared to openly fight with men in power. Many of the members of the
union were arrested and held prisoners for long periods of time.
In 1913 the union dismissed Adele and Sylvia for supporting the vote for the
women of working class and seeking less violent methods of reaching an
agreement. Emmeline and Christabel were concerned that working with working
class women may discourage the government because of social reforms the
working classes were demanding.
Outbreak of violence.
Emmeline Pankhurst call for deeds not words meant that she was prepared to use
violence, mainly destruction of property to enforce the message of vote for
women. The government responded in kind. The punishments towards women
involved became harsher.
Hunger strikes and force feeding – Many women in prison went on hunger strikes
(they refused to eat) for long periods of time. The government responded in two
ways: firstly an Act of Cat and Mouse was passed which allowed the government
to release the prisoners to allow them to recover and then they would be arrested
again. Secondly many women were force fed using plastic tubes inserted through
the nose. The second was particularly barbaric and painful to both the prisoners
and people doing it. Mary Clarke who was force fed in the prison died because of
her injuries couple of day after her release. Most suffragettes were subjected to
this treatment including Emmeline and Sylvia Pankhurst.
Beating up during rallies – many women were physically attacked either by police
officers or bystanders during the rallies they attended. Many husbands were
actively encouraged to ‘deal with their wives insubordination at home.
Black Friday. On 18th of November 1910, during second reading of the bill
proposing the right to vote for women a number of women demonstrated outside
the parliament buildings. When the bill failed the car of living Prime Minister H.
Asquith was vandalised. The police responded by beating many women. Many
women were assaulted, some raped. The whole thing was a major embarrassment
the Home Office and Winston Churchill who was in charge of it.
Suicide of Emily Davidson. On 4th of June 1913 Emily Davidson rushed in front of
running at full speed horse belonging to the king George V at Epsom races. She
died from received injuries. Some people saw this as an act of bravery of a woman
prepared to die for her believes other as an act of lunacy and dismissed it.
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Why women were given the right to vote in 1918?
• Their effort and support during World War One including suspense of any violent action at
home.
• During their dialogue with the government women proved themselves intelligent, educated
and more then capable of making informed decisions
• David Lloyd George replaced Asquith as a Prime Minister and he supported women’s right
to vote.
• The campaigns organised by suffragette movement convinced more and more people to the
idea of greater equality between men and women.
• Some historians argue that the government was worried about the violence coming back
after the war ended and they felt public would not be able to handle it.

Key Terms

Definitions

Revolution

A violent change of the government or/and social order.

Coup

A sudden, violent and illegal take over of power from the
government.

Equality

An idea of being equal especially in right and responsibilities.

Property

A definition of something belonging to someone.

Communism

A theory and social organisation where all property is owned by
all members of the community and everyone contributes and
receives depending on their needs and abilities.

Socialism

A theory and social organisation where all property is owned by
the state and the government makes all decisions about
economy of the country.

Veto

A constitutional right to reject a decision of a law making body.
The right to veto can be given by the constitution to some of
the important institutions of the government.

Why women were given the right to vote in 1918?
• Their effort and support during World War One including suspense of any
violent action at home.
• During their dialogue with the government women proved themselves
intelligent, educated and more then capable of making informed
decisions
• David Lloyd George replaced Asquith as a Prime Minister and he
supported women’s right to vote.
• The campaigns organised by suffragette movement convinced more and
more people to the idea of greater equality between men and women.
• Some historians argue that the government was worried about the
violence coming back after the war ended and they felt public would not
be able to handle it.
Working class vote:
Before 1832 the right to vote depended on three things:
• Gender. Only men over the age of 21 were allowed to vote.
• Property. In order to vote, an individual had to own property over a certain value.
• Location. Small rural boroughs were able to elect more MPs than much larger
towns and counties.
Reforms
1832 Reform Act gave the right to vote to more men and removed some of the
differences between towns and the countryside.
1830/1840s Chartism demanded vote for all adult men, for all the regional
differences to be removed. They also demanded a salary for MPs to allow men with
no property to stand as a candidate for the Parliament. Up to now working in the
Parliament was free so only wealthy men with another source of income could take
part.
1867 Parliamentary Reform Act gave the right to vote to men over the age of 21 who
not only owned and but also those who rented a property. This increased the amount
of men with the right to vote to 2.5mln.
1872 Ballot Act made voting secret so no one would know how you voted. This dealt
with corruption and people being forced to vote certain way.
1911 Parliament Act took away some of the power from House of Lords by taking
away their right to veto new laws proposed by the House of Commons.
1918 the Representation of the People Act gave all the men over the age of 21 and
women over the age of 30 the right to vote.
1928 the Representation of the People Act gave the women equal right to vote to
men. It also lowered to 25 the age of people being able to stand as candidates for the
Parliament.
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KPI 6: To be able to evaluate to what extend the changes in Great Britain were caused by World
War One.
The conflict in Ireland
Ireland has been part of the British Empire since English Civil War. However its relationship with
the English capital was far from peaceful. During 19th century most countries experienced rise of
nationalism and Ireland was no exception. Many people demanded the right for Ireland to make
decisions on their own affairs and even complete independence. This led to the proposal of Home
Rule Bill giving Ireland the right to make their own decisions on matters affecting only them. the
bill was voted several times in the parliament between 1880 and 1910 but was rejected by the
House of Lords each time. H Asquith fully supported the idea of Home Rule but the outbreak o
WWI ended the discussion and pushed this problem to second plan. As an effect the unrest in
Ireland started as Irish politicians started to think that Home Rule will never be seriously
considered. Groups supporting fighting for full independence started gaining more support.
Organisation fighting for freedom of Ireland:
Irish Parliamentary Party established in 1882 by Isaac Butt, a member of British Parliament. It
supported the idea of Home Rule and limited independence approved by the government and
Parliament in London. The party largely supported British call for Irish soldiers to join the army as
volunteers. The extension of the right to vote led to this party loosing a lot of support. After 1918 if
had only 6 seats in comparison to 188 before WWI.
The Irish Volunteer Force/Irish Republican Army (IRA) launched in Dublin on 25th November
1913. the IRA was formed as a response to armed group called Ulster Volunteer Force calling for
union with London. After 1914 most of its members joined British Army as volunteers. The group
remaining changed the name to IRA and started preparations for armed uprising against British
Rule. The uprising was called Easter Rising and was unsuccessful. It started a period of oppression
in Ireland and further encouraged support for full independence. After the war IRA organised
guerrilla warfare against British army. Fighting lasted 2 years 1919-1921 and resulted in most of
Ireland gaining full independence in 1921.
The Irish Citizen Army (ICA) was formed by James Connolly during the Dublin labour dispute in
1913. it represented Irish working class. During the Easter Rising over 250 of its members fought
alongside IVF against the British.
Irish Republican Brotherhood was an organisation created in 1860s. Its aim was to gain some form
of freedom for Ireland and following 18180s it largely cooperated with IPP. In 1913 after the failure
of talks on Home Rule Bill the party split with majority supporting IVF and Easter Rising. The
brotherhood was responsible for the strategy of the uprising.
Sinn Fein was a political party demanding full independence of Ireland from London. Their
importance was marginal until Easter Rising and change of voting system in 1918. following these
two events Sinn Fein became a leading party in Ireland with over 80 seats. It was Sinn Fein that
organised new government of Ireland after 1918 establishing an independent Republic of Ireland.

Key Terms

Definitions

Independence

When a population of a country has a right to govern it
self to some extend. It is not the same as complete
freedom.

Republic

A system of the government where the decisions are
made by individuals elected by popular vote.

Militant
organisations

An organisation using aggressive and violent methods
of achieving their aims.

Guerrilla
warfare

It is a type of warfare when military personnel and
armed civilians use military tactics including ambushes,
sabotage, raids, petty warfare, hit-and-run tactics, and
mobility to fight a larger army relying on traditional
methods.

Easter Rising 1916
It was an armed uprising to overthrow British rule and create an independent
Ireland. The main forces fighting in the uprising were IRA, ICA and IRB. Shortly
after noon on Easter Monday, one of the leaders of IRB , stood on the steps of the
General Post Office in Dublin and read the proclamation of independence of
Ireland. This was the signal for the start of the uprising. Only 400 British soldiers
were stationed in Dublin at the time with the main effort focused ion WWI
fighting.
By Friday 28 April, about 18-20,000 soldiers had been amassed in the capital
against about 1,600 rebels while much of the city centre had been destroyed by
British artillery fire. The next day, the leaders of the uprising surrendered
unconditionally on behalf of the Volunteers and issued orders to end fighting.
A total of 450 people were killed during the rebellion, among them 64 rebels.
2,614 were injured, and nine others were reported missing, almost all in Dublin.
The uprising was heavily criticised for taking advantage of WWI and British
involvement in the conflict as an opportunity. This caused deep divisions among
Irish people as large number of Irish volunteers was fighting at the time in the
battle of Somme. The British capture of a shipment of German arms three days
before the rebellion was partly responsible for the failure of the nationwide
mobilisation.
The failed uprising started a period of repression of any political freedom in
Ireland leading to rise in interest in full independence from London.
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KPI 7: To know and understand how Germany changed following World War One.
• In 1921 Germany paid the first instalment of the reparation but in 1922 it failed to pay the
second one.
• French government with support of Belgium occupied an area bordering with France to collect
the value of the reparations in natural resources and goods produced in this area. The
occupation of the Ruhr began.
• German government encouraged the workers in the Ruhr to go on general strike and refuse
the cooperation with the French. It promised to pay every worker his full salary for as long as it
takes to get rid of French.
• German government started printing more money to pay the salaries. German economy
responded by very fast rise of prices; eg a loaf of bread, which cost 250 marks in January 1923
had risen to 200,000 million marks in November 1923. The German's currency became
worthless.
• So much money was printed that people had to go with suitcases or wheelbarrows to pick up
their salaries on pay day.
• In September 1923 new German Chancellor, Gustav Stresemann called of the general strike in
in the Ruhr. A small group of right wing extremists organised a putsch against German
government in Munich on 8-9 November 1923. The putsch failed to gain any popular support.
It was known as the Munich Putsch or Beer Hall Putsch.

Causes:
o
Huge expense of the WWI
o
Social reforms of Weimar republic
o
Poor economy after WWI and ToV
o
Occupation of the Ruhr
o
General strike and printing money
for salaries.

Consequences:
o
Poverty for many Germans
o
Many people lost their savings
o
Most Germans did not trust banks
o
Some people paid off loans early

Gustav Stresemann – German chancellor in 1923 and a Foreign Minister until 1929.
Helped German economy recover after the hyperinflation.
Charles G. Dawes – a leader of international commission which proposed to plan for
German economic recovery.
Erich Ludendorff – German military leader during WWI. He was one the people
taking part in Munich Putsch.
Adolf Hitler – one of the organisers of the Munich Putsch in 1923.

Key Terms

Definitions

Unemployment

When perfectly capable person is unable to find and
hold a job.

Investment

When you put your money into a business expecting
to earn a profit.

Foreign policy

A government’s strategy in dealing with other
countries, eg. between Germany and Great Britain.

Non –
aggression pact

When two countries make a commitment not to go to
war with each other and resolve their differences
peacefully.
an agreement between the governments of Germany,
Great Britain, France and Belgium not to go to war
with each other.
A tendency to go to extremes in political opinions and
actions.

Locarno Pact
1925
Political
extremism
Wall Street
Crash

Was a crash on a stock market in October of 1929 in
USA, which started a period of economic depression,
which lasted for several years, called the Great
Depression.

Economic
depression

is a massive slow down in economy affecting majority
of people and businesses for at least two years.
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KPI 7: To know and understand how Germany changed following World War One.
How did Germany recover from hyperinflation:
• In 1924 Dawes Plan was introduced to help German economy:
• The reparations were reduced to smaller, more manageable payments.
• United States was to lend Germany money to improve their economy.
• Occupation of the Ruhr was to end immediately.
• Stresemann introduced new currency called Rentenmark, which replaced old devalued
currency.
• Stresemann made a number of foreign policy changes to create more trust for Germany as a
country: he signed a non – aggression pact with Britain, France and Belgium in Locarno, he
decided to join the League of Nations in 1926 and in 1928 he signed a Kellogg-Briand Pact: an
agreement between a total of 64 countries not to use war unless in self-defence.

Successes of Weimar Germany

Problems of Weimar Germany

Germany started building more positive
relations with other countries.
German economy started improving and
by 1928 and the production finally rose
above the before WWI levels.
German cinema, theatre, art and
literature experienced period of huge
development.

Germany became dependant of American
loans – when after Wall Street Crash
American banks called off the loans
German economy collapsed.
Germans were spending rather then
saving.
Unemployment was very large and after
1929 grew to 14% of working population
from 5% in 1924.
Social reforms introduced by the
government were expensive and that
made taxes high.
Germans were divided into extremely
wealthy or really poor.

Key people:
Gustav Stresemann – German chancellor in 1923 and a Foreign Minister until
1929. Helped German economy recover after the
hyperinflation.
Paul von Hindenburg – German WWI hero who became a president in 1925 and
remained on this position until his death in 1934. He replaced
socialist Friedrich Ebert marking a turn of German public
towards nationalism.
Adolf Hitler – one of the organisers of the Munich Putsch in 1923.

History Knowledge Organiser: How did the world change after World War One?
KPI 8 : To be able to evaluate to what extend the changes in Germany were caused by World War
One.
Key to Hitler’s success in 1933:
• Wall Street Crash started a period of economic depression.
• Many people lost their jobs: the number of the unemployed grew from 1.8mln in 1928 to 6mln
in 1932.
• Gustav Stresemann died in 1929 and no other politician had similar respect from all of the
parties.
• Germans did not feel that the government was doing enough for them.
• Germans were afraid of communist revolution like in Russia because communism became
more popular with working class.
• Hitler was a great speaker and had charismatic personality.
• Nazi Party had a rule were the decision of the party leader was final and all party members had
to vote in that way. We call that party discipline.
• No party had enough support to govern by itself so it had to create coalitions. This meant that
all governments had to constantly compromise their ideas for reforms.
• Industrialists were angry for constant rise of taxes which paid for governments program of
social care.

Key people:
Paul von Hindenburg – a WWI hero and German president between 1925 and 1934.
Adolf Hitler – a leader of Munich Putsch in 1923, leader of Nazi party, appointed
chancellor in January 1933.
Marinus Van der Lubbe – a young communist accused of burning down the building of
Reichstag. His actions started a process of political discrimination
against communists and other left wing parties.
Key Terms

Definitions

Coalition

an agreement between two or more different political parties
with the purpose of creating a government.
support and care offered to children or people affected by
illness, physical or mental disability, old age or poverty.
the owners and managers of factory or large business.

Social care
Industrialists

Key events to Hitler’s consolidation of power:

History Knowledge Organiser: How did the world change after World War One?
KPI 8: To be able to evaluate to what extend the changes in Germany were caused by World War
One.
What was the impact of Nazi Government on German people:
The key here is to understand that the Nazi state affected different people in different ways. For
the majority of people, in fact, life was good - that is why they turned a blind eye to the fact that for groups which were not accepted by the Nazi state - life was horrific.

Successes of Nazi Germany
•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Problems of Nazi Germany

Ordinary Germans
Nazi economic policies gave full
• Wages fell, and strikers could be shot employment (work programmes/
the Nazis worked closely with the
Strength through Joy), prosperity and
businessmen to make sure that the
financial security - many observers
workforce were as controlled as
stated that there seemed to be no
possible.
poverty in Germany,
• Loss of personal freedoms (eg
the Strength through Joy programme
freedom of speech).
(KdF) gave some people fun and
• All culture had to be German - eg
holidays.
music had to be Beethoven or Wagner
the 'Beauty of Work' movement (SdA)
or German folk songs - or Nazi - eg all
gave people pride in what they were
actors had to be members of the Nazi
doing.
party/ only books by approved
law and order (few people locked
authors could be read.
their doors),
autobahns improved transport,
frequent ceremonies, rallies, colour
and excitement,
Nazi propaganda gave people hope,
Nazi racial philosophy gave people
self-belief
Trust in Adolf Hitler gave a sense of
security (one German woman told the
American reporter Nora Wall: 'He is
my mother and my father. He keeps
me safe from all harm.')

Successes of Nazi Germany
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

Problems of Nazi Germany
Women
Many women felt that order
• Job-discrimination against
will restore morality among
women was encouraged.
people ensuring that women
Women doctors, teachers and
will be treated with respect
civil servants were forced to give
they deserve
up their careers.
The Law for the
• Women were never allowed to
Encouragement of Marriage
serve in the armed forces - even
gave newly-wed couples a loan
during the war.
of 1000 marks, and allowed
• Women were expected to stay at
them to keep 250 marks for
home following the rule: Kinder,
each child they had.
Küche, Kirche (children, kitchen,
Mothers who had more than 8
church) that did not suit many
children were given a gold
professional women
medal.
Youth
Nazi culture was very youthoriented.
The HJ provided exciting
activities for young boys.
The HJ and the BDM treated
young men and women as
though they were special, and
told then they had knew more
then their parents.
Many parents were frightened
that their children would
report them to the Gestapo,
which gave young people a
power that they enjoyed.

•
•

•

•
•

SOME girls were unhappy with
the emphasis on the three Cs
(Church, children, cooker).
Girls who were regarded as true
Aryan girls were sent off to
special camps where they were
bred (like farm animals) with
selected 'Aryan' boys.
Towards the end of the war,
youth gangs such as the
Eidelweiss Pirates grew up,
rejecting the HJ and Nazi youth
culture, drinking and dancing to
American jazz and 'swing' music.
In Cologne in 1944 they
sheltered army deserters and
even attacked the Gestapo.
If they were caught, they were
hanged.
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Successes of Nazi Germany

KPI 7: To be able to evaluate to what extend the changes in Germany were caused by World War
One.

Successes of Nazi Germany

•

•

Problems of Nazi Germany
Opposition
Many Germans welcomed this
• Hitler banned all Trade Unions on 2
because it brought political stability
May 1933. Their offices were closed,
after the Weimar years.
their money confiscated, and their
leaders put in prison.
• Communists were put into
concentration camps or killed.
• Many Protestant pastors such as
Dietrich Bonhoffer were persecuted
and executed.
• Each block of flats had a 'staircase
ruler' who reported grumblers to the
police - they were arrested and either
murdered, or sent to concentration
camps.
• Children were encouraged to report
their parents to the Gestapo if they
criticized Hitler or the Nazi party.
Undesireables
Many Germans approved of this or
were too concerned for their own
safety to say anything about it.

•

•

•
•

Jews, such as Anne Frank, whom the
Germans systematically persecuted,
were forced into walled ghettos, put
into concentration camps, and used
for medical experiments. In the end
the Nazis devised the Final Solution of
genocide - it was the Holocaust.
Gypsies were treated almost as badly
as the Jews - 85% of Germany's
gypsies were killed.
Black people were sterilized and killed.
5000 mentally disabled babies were
killed 1939-45.

Problems of Nazi Germany
Undesireables cont.
• 72,000 mentally ill patients were
killed 1939-41.
• Physically disabled people and
families with hereditary illness
were sometimes sterilized.
300,000 men and women were
sterilized 1934-45.
• Some deaf people were sterilised
and put to death.
• Beggars, homosexuals,
prostitutes, alcoholics, pacifists,
hooligans and criminals were
also regarded as anti-social, and
they were put in concentration
camps.

Key Terms

Definitions

confiscated

Taking or seizing of someone's property by an authority
(government)

Trade unions

an organized association of workers in a trade
representing their interests in disputes with the
government or their employers

Pastor

A protestant priest

Final Solution

A systematic killing of 6mln Jews seen by Nazi regime
as a solution to so called Jewish problem between
1942 to 1945.

Gypsies

Roma (Gypsies) originated in the Punjab region of
northern India as a nomadic people 9travelling people)
and entered Europe between the eighth and tenth
centuries C.E. They were called "Gypsies" because
Europeans mistakenly believed they came from Egypt.
This minority is made up of distinct groups called
"tribes" or "nations."

History Knowledge Organiser: World War Two
KPI 9: To know what were the key turning points of WWII.

KPI 9: To know the key turning points of WWII.
The attack on Poland and start of WWII.
After the success in Munich Hitler started making similar demands from
Poland. He demanded so called Polish Corridor, an area in the north Poland
to connect mainland Germany to East Prussia which became separated by
decisions of Treaty of Versailles. He also was trying to convince |Polish
government to cooperate with Germany against Soviet Union. When Polish
government refused both demands Hitler decided to attack Poland in
September.
In the early hours of the morning, on 1st of September 1939 a group of
German soldiers attacked the main post office building in Gdansk, a city
under shared control of Germany and Poland. 30 minutes later a
bombardment of Polish defence points called Wester Platte started. The
unit defended itself for 30 days despite being cut off from any supply lines
and counting only 300 soldiers against over 2,000 of German and heavy
bombardment. After 30 days the soldiers capitulated after promise of
safety. They were executed on site despite earlier promises.
Three German armies entered Poland in coordinated attack form the west
while soviet Red Army attacked form the east. By 17th of September 1939
Polish army was overpowered and Poland was occupied. On 3rd of
September 1939 Great Britain declared war on Germany. The period
between this and the start of actual fighting is called Phoney War.

1933

Hitler took Germany out of League of nations showing that he does not
accept the authority of France and Great Britain on international
relationships in Europe.

1935

Saar Plebiscite. In the popular vote Saar is returned to Germany after 20
year under the control of League of Nations.

1935

Rearmament. Hitler breaks one of the conditions of the Treaty of
Versailles and restores conscription, navy and air force and starts
producing weapons.

1936

Remilitarisation of Rhineland. In March of 1936 Hitler moves German
troops into the area of Rhineland, breaking one of the conditions of the
treaty of Versailles.

19361937

Hitler makes an alliance with Italian leader Benito Mussolini to cooperate
against communists in the civil War in Spain.

19351938

Hitler sends German troops to fight alongside nationalist dictator against
communists in Civil War in Spain. The war becomes a trial ground for
Germany’s new war tactics and military equipment.

Key Terms

Definitions

Occupation

When a territory is taken over by another country or
its army

March
of 1938

Anschluss with Austria. Plebiscite in Austria takes a vote to decide if
Austria is going to be independent or unite with Germany. With Nazi
troops in control of the country 99.7% of the population “volunteers” for
union with Germany.

Rearmament

A process of building up countries weapons.

Remilitarisation

An act of reintroducing weapons and soldiers into an
area.

Anschluss

It means to join. It was joining of Austria and Germany
as one country.

Expansion

An action of increasing of the territory normally by
attack or hostile policy.

Plebiscite

A direct vote of the public on important issues like
change of constitution or belonging to the country

League of
Nations

The League of Nations was an international
organizationcreated after the First World War to
provide a forum for resolving international disputes.

Septem
ber
1938

August
1939

Sudeten Crisis. For several years now Hitler has been demanding an area
of independent country of Czechoslovakia called Sudetenland to become
part of Germany because of large German minority living in this area.
Using false accusations of violence against the Germans Hitler's army
entered Czechoslovakia and occupied the area. In a conference in Munich
in September of 1938 France, Great Britain and Italy agree to German
occupation of the Sudetenland in return for promise of peace and not
further territorial demands from Hitler. In march 1939 Hitler occupies the
rest of Czechoslovakian territory.
Nazi- Soviet Pact. Hitler signs an agreement of non-aggression with Stalin,
leader of Soviet Union. The secret cause agrees simoultanious attack on
Poland and division of its territory between Germany and Soviet Union.

History Knowledge Organiser: World War Two
KPI 10: To be able to evaluate the impact of World War Two on countries taking part.
What was appeasement?
Appeasement was a policy adopted by Britain during the 1930s. This policy developed
from the growing belief that some countries, especially Germany, had been unfairly
treated in the peace settlement of 1918-1919. When they began to demand aggressively
that some terms in the Versailles treaty be scrapped, some people argued that this was
only right.
Historians are very critical of policy of appeasement suggesting it has contributed tot
eh outbreak of the war but in recent years it has been suggested that Britain was
forced to adopt appeasement rather then chose it.
Reasons for the appeasement:
• Great Depression. Many people believed that stronger and more stable Germany is
going to help the recovery after the Great Depression.
• Treaty of Versailles. Many politicians believed that treaty of Versailles was too harsh
on Germany and when Germany started making demands they were only taking back
what was theirs originally.
• Public opinion. A big majority of British people was against another war and was
prepared to compromise to avoid it. Contrary to opinions of many historians Neville
Chamberlain was seen a a hero who avoided the war after Munich Conference in
September 1938.
• Pacifism. Pacifism is a belief that it is wrong to use violence to resolve international
disagreements. It was an idea born out of horrors of the first World War.
• The British Empire. British Empire was huge and the government was concerned with
the numbers of soldiers needed just to protect its interests around the world.
Committing to another conflict would only overstretch British army.
• Lack of Allies. The British government did not feel it had allies it could count on. The
countries on the continent had weak and outdated armies and colonies made clear
they will not fight another war for Britain.
• Time to prepare for war. The government needed time to prepare for fighting,
rebuild and modernise the army and produce and test new weapons and equipment.
The longer appeasement lasted the more time Britain would have to fight effectively.
• Fear of communism. Many people across Europe were terrified of communist
revolution like the one in Russia and as Hitler was anti-communist they were willing
to support him.
• Neville Chamberlain. Chamberlain misjudged Hitler. When he met him he was under
the impression that Hitler was reasonable and if his demands were met he would
back down. He did not understand that conflict and war were always Hitler's plan for
German expansion.
Appeasement failed because Hitler never intended on keeping peace. He understood that the only
way for Germany to expand its borders is through conflict. His memoires make it clear he was
surprised how far he was able to progress without international reaction.

KPI 9: To know what were the key turning points of WWII.
The reasons for the outbreak of the war:
• Aggressive policy of Hitler
• Expansion plans of major powers like Italy and Japan
• Appeasement
• Treaty of Versailles and its decisions
• Failure of League of Nations to resolve conflicts between countries in
1930s like Italian attack of Abyssinia and Japanese occupation of
Manchuria
• Nationalist dictatorships in many European countries like Germany
and Italy
Key individuals:
Neville
Chamberlain

British Prime Minister between 1937 to 1940. the strong
supporter of appeasement policy.

Winston
Churchill

British Prime Minister between 1940 to 1945. he had a
military history and experience of strategy planning from
WWI.
A political leader of Soviet Union and Soviet Communist
Party between 1924 to 1953, when he died.

Joseph
Stalin
Adolf Hitler

Joseph
Goebbels
Herman
Goering

Heinrich
Himmler

Albert Speer

German political leader from 1933 as a chancellor and as
a Fuhrer from 1934 to 1945 after the position of German
chancellor and President was merged into one.
One of the closest of Hitler’s supporters. A minister of
propaganda between 1933 to 1945.
A close supporter of Adolf Hitler from Beer Hall Putsch.
He was in charge of Luftwaffe in 1937. his position
weakened as the bombing campaign of `Britain started to
fail.
He was in charge of SS (Schutzstaffel) Hitler’s personal
guard that over the period of the war evolved into almost
separate army. SS was put in charge of concentration and
death camps.
He was an architect by profession and rose as a Nazi
leader because of number of impressive architecture
projects. He became Hitler’s minister of War and
Armaments.
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What was Blitzkrieg?
Blitzkrieg was a military offensive strategy using speed and surprise used by Germans during
WWII. The tactics used light tanks, infantry (foot soldiers) and dive bombers in simultaneous
strike. The technic was used by Germans with some success during WWI but it was improved and
modernised to be used during WWII. Speed of the attack meant the the enemy armies would cut
off from their communication and supply lines and there will be no time to evacuate civilians.
Retreating civilians would cause even more confusion and delays as they would block any access
for possible reinforcement by occupying the roads. The Blitzkrieg attack was broken into three
steps:
• A target would be chosen to cause biggest possible impact on defence lines.
• Stuka bombers would bomb the roads, railway lines and communication centres around the
target.
• Light tanks would reach the target within hours of the first attack.
• The soldiers would be transported into the area using half tracks so that Germans can fully
control the area.
• Retreating civilians were attacked to add to the panic and occupy medical services.
• The next target was chosen and the process was repeated.
A map of progress of German troops during the Blitzkrieg.

KPI 10: To understand the impact of social and technological changes on the
development of the war.
The reasons:
Fast advancing German army cut off 330,000 of Allied soldiers in the area North
East from Calais, France. With the real danger of Germans completely destroying
Allied army, British command created an evacuation plan. The plan was called
Operation Dynamo.
Germany attacked Belgium and France at the start of May in two directions: one of
German armies attacked from North-East pushing through Belgium and another
attacked directly through the border with France form the East.

•

•

•

The list of the countries attacked during Blitzkrieg:
Poland (attacked in September 1939), Denmark (April 1940), Norway (April 1940), Belgium (May
1940), the Netherlands (May 1940), Luxembourg (May 1940), France (May 1940), Yugoslavia
(April 1941), and Greece (April 1941).

Germans made very
quick progress with
French and British
forces withdrawing
quickly in the direction
of Calais and
neighbouring towns.
By 21 of May Allied
forces found
themselves cut off
from central France
and pushed towards
Norths East shores of
France. The only
solution to their
problem was to
prepare a full scale
evacuation of Allied
forces to Britain.
Between 27the of may
1940 to 4 June 1940
340,000 troops of
British, French,
Belgium and other
Allied nation soldiers
have been successfully
evacuated.

Was Dunkirk a success or failure?
Success:
• 340,000 Allied soldiers were successfully evacuated.
• The crisis strengthen the resolve of the British to fight against
Hitler.

History Knowledge Organiser: World War Two
KPI 10: To understand the impact of social and technological changes on the development of the
war.
Battle of Britain
Was a battle for control over airspace and the seas surrounding British Isles. For Germans this was
the first stage of a full scale invasion of British Isles called operation Sea Lion. To cross the English
Channel Germans had to completely destroy British air force so it would not be able to attack
German ships and barges and stopping them form ever reaching British shores. The battle was
mainly consisting of small scale aerial combat between two short range fighter aircrafts called dog
fights. The battle lasted for two months between July and September of 1940. the Germans failed
to destroy British air force. Germans targeted mainly runways and military airports . The aim of the
British was to destroy fighter planes sent to act as a protection for the bombers and so block their
access to the mainland.
Germans were unsuccessful and the plan of full scale landing on British Isles was called off in
favour of heavy bombing of civilian and strategic targets to force British surrender. This change of
tactics came in September of 1940. the bombing campaign is called Blitz.

British advantages

British weaknesses

•

•

•

•

•
•

Britain had was using RADAR as an
early warning system before German
attacks. At the time when the battle
started there were 51 RADAR
stations fully operational.
Royal Observer Corps was a special
army unit tasked with the
observation of the skies to warn
about German
British planes did not have to travel
very far before the fight so they could
stay longer in the air and did not
waste too much fuel before fighting.
The engineering team working on
repairs in between the battles was
exceptional.
The British had Spitfires. Even though
the plane was not as fast as German
fighters it was more manoeuvrable so
it could turn in very tight circles
making it very effective in dogfights.

•
•

Only 800 fighter planes were fully
operational at the start of the battle.
Majority of British planes were
outdated.
Britain lacked experienced pilots but
the problem was overcome by fast
training and use of pilots of other
Allied nations.

German advantages

German weaknesses

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

Germans had 2,000 modern
planes at their disposal.
German raids were very well
coordinated.
Germans were using
Messerschmitt, very good
fighter plane which had good
range and was well armed for
the fight but also very fast.
Germans had a good number
of well trained pilots.
Germans had a number of
hybrid planes. These were
light weight bombers but
heavily armed so if engaged
they could defend
themselves.
Germany had many more
designs of planes to use in
the battle.

•

•

German planes had to travel
all the way from the
continent meaning that they
were wasting much more
fuel. This meant they had less
fuel to sue for the dogfights
themselves.
If German pilots were shot
down they would be
stranded in enemies
territory. This had significant
psychological impact.
Herman Goering was not
familiar with modern
methods of fighting and he
made number of mistakes
like for example stopped
bombing RADAR stations
because he did not
understand how important
was RADAR to the British.

British planes:

German planes:

Spitfire Fighter /361 mph/ 8 x
.303 machine guns
Hurricane Fighter/ 328 mph/ 8 x
.303 machine guns

Messerschmitt 109 Fighter/ 357
mph/ 2 x 7.9 mm machine guns
1 x 20 mm cannon
Messerschmitt 110 Fighter/ 349
mph/ 2 x 20 mm cannon
4 x 7.9 mm machine guns
1 x 7.9 mm free mounted
machine gun
Junkers 88 Bombe/r 292 mph/
5,510 lbs. of bombs
Heinkel 111 Bomber/ 258 mph/
5,510 lbs. of bombs
Dornier 215 Bomber/ 311 mph/
2,215 lbs. of bombs

History Knowledge Organiser: World War Two
KPI 9: To know what were the key turning points of WWII.
Operation Barbarossa:
After successfully occupying the western Europe, Hitler decided to double cross his ally
Soviet Union and attacked on 22 of June 1941.
The plan of the attack was based on massive offensive lead by three separate army
groups spread across all of Soviet western border. A total of 117 German army divisions
aided by Romanian and Hungarian forces led the attack against 132 Russian divisions. In
total the Germans and her allies used 3 million soldiers, 3580 tanks, 7184 artillery guns,
1830 planes and 750,000 horses.
The first 3 weeks of the attack were extremely successful. German army was making fast
progress and managed to capture over 300,000 of Soviet soldiers and 2,500 tanks, 1,400
artillery guns and 250 aircraft captured or destroyed.
German victory seemed inevitable but the faster German army advanced the further
they stretched the supply and communication lines, risking being stranded in Soviet
Union. In the second half of June Hitler changed the general direction of the attack from
offensive to the east to the offensive towards north. This caused a massive delay
meaning that now German forces were to fight in Russian territory during the winter.

KPI 9: To know the key turning points of WWII.
The reasons for German success:
• Joseph Stalin executed a large number of army officers in 1930s during
so called purges to remove any political opposition to his power. This
meant that Red Army lacked experienced officers.
• Soviet Union was not expecting Germans to attack so they were not
prepared.
• German divisions were very mobile and able to make quick progress in a
good terrain.
The reasons for German failure:
• The deeper into Soviet territory Germans moved the more stretched the
communication and supply lines. The risk of getting cut off was
significant.
• The operation continued through the autumn and into the winter.
German soldiers were not prepared for Russian winter.
• The winter of 1941 was very harsh, deep snow prevented supplies from
ever reaching German army, their vehicles were getting stuck, soldiers
were starving and freezing.
• Joseph Stalin adopted strategy of scorched earth. This meant that all
towns and villages along the German path were evacuated to the east
taking all the supplies with them. this left Germans in control of an
empty land.
• Stalin executed Dymitry Pavlov who was in charge of defence of
Smolensk from Germans for cowardice after he retreated and allowed
the town to be occupy by Germans. This scared Soviet military leaders
and soldiers to fight for their lives.
• Russians were fighting to protect their homes and their homeland so
were more committed to the fight.
KPI 9: To know the key turning points of WWII.
The battle of Stalingrad:
• Germans attacked the Stalingrad in the summer of 1942. general Timoshenko
was defending the city.
• Fredrick von Paulus was very successful outside of the city and managed to
capture many Russian soldiers.
• After entering the city German progress was very slow because they had to fight
for every street and the building. Often the area the secured on one day would
be lost to Soviets the day after. German casualties rose to 28,000 in just one
month.
• Von Paulus continued to fight and by November he controlled 90% of the city.
• By the middle of October German army found itself surrounded by three Soviet
divisions and began to starve.
• Von Paulus was promised airlift of supplies by Goering but he failed to deliver.
He only delivered one third of the supplies needed for German army to survive.
• Eventually, on 30th of January 0f 1943 von Paulus was forced to surrender
despite Hitler’s suggestions he should commit suicide instead.
• The battle was the first significant success for the Allies against Germany.

History Knowledge Organiser: World War Two
KPI 10: To be able to evaluate the impact of World War Two on countries taking part.
What was appeasement?
Pearl Harbour and United States joining the WWII.
On 7th of December 1941 Japan, one of German allies unexpectedly attacked an
American naval base in Hawaii. As a consequence United States declared war on Japan
and, bound by its alliance agreement, Germany declared war on United States.
Reasons for the attack:
• Japanese government wanted to expand its territory to gain access to natural
resources needed for development of fast growing industry.
• United States supported Japanese enemy, China in the conflict over Manchuria.
United States chose to support weak and underdeveloped China to protect its
economic interests as industrialised Japan would not allow for United States to trade
in this area.
• United States traditionally supplied many natural resources for Japan but decided to
end this partnership as a response to Japanese alliance with Nazi Germany.
• The Japanese emperor Hirohito wanted hid country to become a leading power in the
area of South West Asia and that stood in strong opposition to American interests.
Was the attack unexpected?
Many historians criticise American government to the point of suggesting that the attack
was allowed to happen to justify American entry to the war. There is no evidence
suggesting that American government would allow needless loss of lives in this way but
they should have expected Japanese attack:
• American ambassador in Japan warned that Japanese was getting ready to launch an
attack but was dismissed.
• Japanese communication preparing for the attack was intercepted by American and
translated but the message was misunderstood.
• American RADAR spotted approaching Japanese planes but the duty officer assumed
that it was a group of American B17 coming back from the mainland and never
contacted them to check.
Was the attack a success or a failure for Japan?
Success

Failure

•

•

•
•
•

Japanese inflicted significant damage
using just 29 light bombers (20ships)
The attack was very well coordinated
and crippled American fleet.
American suffered 2,395 casualties
including 54 civilians.
Japan remained in control of the
fighting until the battle of Medway
1942.

•
•

The Japanese attack destroyed only 3
of American aircraft carriers beyond
repair.
If Japanese would have attacked oil
refineries on the shore they would
have caused much more damage.
The attack and loss of lives
strengthen American resolve to win
against Japan.

KPI 10: To be able to evaluate the impact of World War Two on countries
taking part.
The A-bomb attack on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Following a long and bloody conflict in South Asia, on 6th of August of 1945
United States launched an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, a large Japanese
city. Three days later an similar attack took place in another large city called
Nagasaki. The first attack took 140,000 lives, the second another 40,000
with the additional 100,000 victims who died later because of radiation
poisoning. To this day it is one of the heaviest criticised decisions of
American government.
Why the A-bomb:
• The war in Europe already finished in May and all Allied countries
wanted the fighting to finally end.
• The United States wanted to force Japan's surrender as quickly as
possible to minimise American casualties.
• Growing competition with Soviet Union over the influence in liberated
Europe convinced American government that they need to show their
strength to scare Soviet Union from starting an open conflict.
• American government wanted to field test A-bomb as a new type of
weapon as its inventors did not fully understand its impact.
• The brutality of Japanese in Asia and in their attack on Pearl Harbour
caused a feeling of wanting revenge.
Why was the use of weapon questionable?
• Historical research shows that Japan was starving and surrender would
have happened anyway.
• The targets chosen were civilian and the attack was meant to cause a
significant loss of life to force Japanese public to withdraw its support of
Hirohito.
• The weapon caused death not only in the initial attack but also caused a
lot of deaths and illnesses as a consequence of radiation poisoning.
• The show of power only encouraged Soviet Union which had received
reports of United States working on a new type of weapon. Now Joseph
Stalin was convinced that he had to produce an atomic weapon to
successfully compete with United States. This eventually led to Cold War
a military conflict to last 50 years.

History Knowledge Organiser: World War Two
KPI 11: To understand the significance of social and technological changes on
development for the war.
Why did Allies win World War Two?
Soviet determination and resistance.
• Germans underestimate Soviet ability to fight against them. Even though they were
successful in the first instance once Joseph Stalin gained some time to reorganise and
respond Germans stood no chance.
• Soviet Union had access to vast amount of natural resources including man power as
Soviet Union was a vast country with large population.
• Joseph Stalin made a decision to move Soviet heavy industry past Kavkaz mountains
making it fully protected form German attacks. This meant that Soviets could produce
and arm while fighting against Germany.
• Stalin's decisions were never questioned which meant that Soviets executed the
orders faster and more efficiently.
• German attacks on general population made Russians fight harder because they knew
that if they lost they will be killed.
American involvement.
• Hitler knew that American involvement could tip the scales on the side of allies but
was forced to declare war on United States by his ally Japan.
• American economy was the largest in the world at the time, it had money and its
heavy industry was unmatched by any other country at the time.
• As an effect of Great Depression American government set up a number of agencies
designed to control various industries. This system came very handy in turning the
production towards weapons and military production.
• High unemployment meant that there was surplus of workers to work in the industry
whereas Germany was struggling to fuel both: industry and the army because they
did not have that many people.
• American government decided to invest in modern warfare like air force, quickly
matching and then exceeding German abilities.
Allied strategy.
• Allies based their strategy on heavy bombing campaign across Germany and German
occupied Europe.
• Heavy bombing occupied German air force on defence and took away their ability to
target other countries.
• Successful bombing campaign caused a lot of disruption to German industry meaning
that Germany was not able to produce as much and as quickly as Allied powers.
• As most of German men were fighting Germany was short of work force it relied on
forced labour in occupied countries which was unreliable and often purposely
sabotaged the projects.
• Bombing forced 8 mln Germans to evacuate from the cities into German countryside
causing even further disruption to the industry.

KPI 11: To understand the significance of social and technological
changes on development for the war.
Landing in Normandy.
It was one of the largest operations launched on 6th of June 1944 with the
purpose of ending the war in Europe. 2mln of American soldiers and 250,000 of
Canadians arrived in Great Britain to get ready for the attack. The army brought
with it purpose designed amphibian vehicles (vehicles that can swim but also
travel on land), new types of tanks (including DD or duplex drive tanks) designed
to target coastal defences and he amount of air crafts to provide aerial support.

Why Normandy?
• Americans under the leadership of general Dwight Eisenhower, always
wanted to land in Western Europe as this was the most direct route to
attack Germany and Berlin.
• Normandy was chosen as the most appropriate for landing but the
operation relied on complete secrecy to succeed: similar operations in
the past had caused huge casualties.
German defences.
• Germans were preparing for eventual attack along the western cost of
Europe from late summer of 1942.
• General Rommel put in charge build so called Atlantic Wall, a system
of defences running along Atlantic coast from Spanish-French border
to the far reach of Northern Denmark.
• The wall consisted of three layers of defences: large obstacles to
prevent landing of heavy vehicles and slow down progress of landing
soldiers, minefields to cause casualties among landing soldiers and
finally heavy guns stationed in strategic positions to target approaching
ships before they’re able to land.
Operation Fortitude.
Was an operation created to mislead Germans into thinking that the
attack is going to take place in Pas de Calais. The operations involved
building fake bases with fake tanks and air crafts to convince Germans of
gathering forces.
The operation.
• To prepare for landing Allies bombed huge number of military targets
across whole of France from March 1944 to the day the landing
started.
• French underground cut the telegraph wires destroying German
communication.
• Dwight Eisenhower took a large risk and launched the attack during
really bad weather. Germans assumed that the attack was impossible
in these conditions and many soldiers were on leave.
D day attack was launched at 3.00 am and by 18.00 pm French coastline
was secure but at the cost of 10,000 Allied casualties. The Allies were
pushing towards Berlin.

