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Key people
James I
Charles I
Henrietta Maria
William Laud
Thomas Fairfax
Oliver Cromwell
Richard Cromwell
Charles II
James II
William of Orange
Mary Stuart
Anne Stuart

King of England and Scotland from 1603-1625
Ruled from 1625-1649
Daughter of Henri IV of France; Catholic, Married to Charles I
Archbishop of Canterbury; Protestant; initiated reforms in the Church which were
hated by Puritans
Parliamentarian General and creator of the New Model Army.
Ruled England as Lord Protector from 1653-1658
Son of Oliver Cromwell. Ruled England as Lord Protector
from 1658-1659
Charles I’s son. Ruled from 1660-1685
Brother of Charles II, Catholic, Ruled from 1685 – 1688
Son in law of James II, Protestant, Dutch,
Ruled from 1688 - 1702
Daughter of James II, protestant, wife of William
of Orange, queen 1688 – 1694
Daughter of James II, protestant, queen 1702 1714.

Key terms
Civil War
Divine Right of Kings
Petition of right
Puritans
Ship money/ ship tax
Cavaliers
Roundheads
New Model Army
Rump parliament
Restoration
Whigs
Tories
Glorious Revolution
Bill of rights

A war between different groups within the same country.
A belief that the Monarch was chosen by God, that their power and authority was derived from God
and they had to answer to no one except God.
Demand by Parliament on the King in 1628 to make sure that money could never be raised by a King
without the support of Parliament.
Christians who believed in simple church services and studying the bible rather than following the
Catholic church, bishops or priests.
A tax traditionally only be imposed on coastal towns in times of war, to pay for the navy; Charles I
imposed the tax during peace and across the country.
The nickname given to the Royalists, who fought for the King; it literally meant “horsemen”.
The nickname given to those who fought for Parliament; many Puritans wore their hair very short /
closely cropped.
Fulltime, highly disciplined, professional army set up by Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell;
Puritan; vital in defeating Charles.
The Parliament that was left after the MPs who were against Charles I’s trial were thrown out by
Cromwell and his men. Only 200 MPs were left in this Parliament out of over 500 at first.
‘Restoring’ the monarchy after the Civil War, by making Charles II king of England in 1660
A political group formed during the reign of Charles II. They wanted to limit the power of the King
and more power for Parliament. They didn’t want the Catholic brother of the king, James, to be the
next king.
A political group formed during the reign of Charles II. They opposed the Whigs and supported
Charles II.
The name given to the overthrow of king James II in 1688, when William III and Mary II were
invited to take over the throne of England.
A law passed after the Glorious Revolution in 1688, which said that Catholics could not inherit the
British throne.

Key events
1625
1629
1640
1641
1642
1644
1645
1648
1649
1653
1658
1659
1660
1685
1688
1702

Charles I became King and married Henrietta Maria;
Charles I dissolve Parliament and ruled without them; he raised money through imposing Ship Money,
Charles was forced to recall Parliament as needed money to fight Scots
Charles marched into the House of Commons with 400 soldiers to arrest his five leading critics, but they had fled.
22nd August: Charles raise the royal standard at Nottingham Castle, starting the civil war
2nd July: Battle of Marston Moor – Charles defeated by Parliament
February: New Model Army crated by Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell
14th June: Battle of Naseby. Charles devastatingly defeated by Parliament
August: Battle of Preston- Decisive victory for Parliament
Trial of Charles on charges of being a “tyrant, traitor, murderer and public enemy”
Execution of Charles I, England becomes a Republic under Oliver Cromwell and Parliament.
Cromwell became Lord Protector – ruling over England like a King.
September – Oliver Cromwell dies. He is succeeded by his son Richard Cromwell as Lord Protector
Richard Cromwell is forced to abdicate by Parliament
Parliament decided to proclaim Charles II (Charles I son) King of England and invite him to return from exile in the
Netherlands. England becomes a monarchy again.
James II becomes King.
Glorious Revolution. William of Orange and Mary (James II’s daughter) become king and queen.
William dies and Anne, Mary’s sister, becomes Queen.

The Gunpowder Plot 1605
Who
What
Where
When
Why

A group of Catholics led including Guy Fawkes, Robert Catesby, Thomas Winter,
Thomas Percy, and John Wright.
Plotted to kill the King of England (James I) by blowing Parliament up
A cellar under the House of Lords, Parliament, Westminster, London
5th November 1605. This was State Opening day, when the King, Lords and
Commons would all be present in the Lords Chamber to open parliament.
Guy Fawkes was one of a group of Catholics who felt that the government was
treating Roman Catholics unfairly. They hoped that King James would change the
laws, but he didn't.
Catholics had to practise their religion in secret. There were fines for people who
didn't attend the Protestant church services on Sunday or on holy days. James
passed more laws against the Catholics when he became king. These Catholics
wanted to get rid of this anti-Catholic king.

Charles I and the causes of the English Civil War
Charles’ Problems : Money

Religion

Power

Money
• Charles had a lavish lifestyle and was running out of money, he was bankrupt.
• He wanted to raise taxes without consulting Parliament
• He raised Ship Tax without the support of Parliament. Not to spend on building ships but on himself!
Religion
• Charles married a Catholic in 1625, Henrietta Maria of France. The protestants didn’t like this.
• Charles forced the Scottish Church to look more Catholic. He introduced a new prayer book in 1637.
This didn’t go down well with the Protestants and Puritans who were worried that Charles would make
the country Catholic again.
• Charlies allied Protestant England with Catholic Spain.
Power
• Charles believed in Divine Right, he did not want Parliament telling him what to do.
• In 1628 Charles called Parliament together and it forced Charles to sign the PETITION OF RIGHT
This meant money could never be raised by a King without Parliament’s support. Charles agreed and
then in 1629 sent Parliament home again.
• In 1640 Charles lost a war against the Scottish which made him look weak.
• In 1642 Charles took control of the army without Parliament’s permission to do so.

Charles I and the English Civil War
1642-1646
The English Civil War was
horrific. It was brutal and
widespread. The country became
devastated by war and families
and communities were split.
In 1643 Charles had the upper
hand in the war until the Scots
joined the Parliamentarians. In
1644 Charles was badly defeated
at the Battle of Marston Moor.
In 1645 the parliamentarians
established an elite army called
the NEW MODEL ARMY. These
troops were often PURITANS
who were against King Charles.
At this point Charles was
struggling and in 1646 he
surrendered to the Scots. The
Scots handed him over to
Parliament and he was imprisoned.

1646-1648
Between July 1646 and December 1647
Parliament put forward several proposals
to reach a settlement with Charles.
Charles refused all of them.
The King was still in a strong position
despite being imprisoned because:• Many people were sick of the war and, in
particular, tired of having to pay and
feed NEW MODEL ARMY troops.
• Parliamentary rule in the civil war was
as harsh as Charles’ rule.
• Many powerful people had lost their
power in the civil war and they wanted it
back.
• The King represented stability and the
ideas of the PURITANS frightened
many.
• Charles’ opponents were divided.

1648-1649
Charles knew his opposition were divided and he tried
to exploit those by not agreeing to a settlement.
In November 1647 he escaped from prison and
formed an alliance with the Scots.
A SECOND CIVIL WAR broke out with Charles’
supporters attacking the NEW MODEL ARMY.
Charles was recaptured in 1648 and imprisoned on
the Isle of Wight. Parliament tried to negotiate with
the King, but he still would not consider a
compromise. Despite this the majority of England
wanted the King to be restored.
In January 1649 King Charles was publically
executed. The driving force behind this was Oliver
Cromwell, leader of the NEW MODEL ARMY.
Cromwell wanted Charles removed because:
- He felt Charles could not be trusted and that he
would start another war.
- Cromwell believed God had shown disapproval of
Charles since he had lost the war.
Charles’ execution was hugely significant. He had
been removed by army commanders not barons. He
was also removed for being a poor King. The DIVINE
RIGHT Of KINGS had been overthrown.

England without a King – 1649 to 1659
1649-1652
England was left ruled by the
RUMP PARLIAMENT. It banned
the monarchy and the House of
Lords.
The Rump Parliament wanted to
restore respect for authority and
didn’t like change and new ideas.
They urged Cromwell to raise the
image of the church by making
church attendance compulsory
and make all church services the
same again.
Cromwell, however, was a strict
PURITAN. He had not got rid of
the King to go back to how the
country was run before. He
wanted religious tolerance based
around asking questions, studying
the bible and discussing ideas
about God. Therefore, Cromwell
lost patience and dismissed the
Rump Parliament in 1653.

1653
Cromwell chose to create a new
parliament of 144 men who were
sympathetic to his ideas. This
parliament was called the BAREBONES
PARLIAMENT. However, Cromwell was
alarmed by how much change this
parliament wanted and dismissed this
Parliament too!

1654 - 1658
• A new constitution was drawn up which made Oliver
Cromwell the Lord Protector for England.
• This divided the country into CONSTITUENCIES
represented by MPs. Parliament would meet regularly and
control of the army was shared between Cromwell and
Parliament.
• Cromwell introduced a REFORMATION OF MANNERS
which meant that English people needed to act more like
PURITANS. Laws were introduced to make adultery,
drinking, prostitution and gambling illegal. There was an
attempt to ban Christmas. These ideas weren’t popular.
• In 1657 Parliament asked Cromwell to become the king of
England. Cromwell refused to be King knowing how
unpopular that would be with the army.
• Cromwell died in 1658.

The Restoration 1660
1658
Crowell died in 1658.
He nominated his son
to be the Lord
Protector, but
Richard Cromwell did
not have the drive or
desire for leadership
that his father had.

1659
There were other
problems too:The RUMP
PARLIAMENT was
restored in December
1659.
There was no successor
to Cromwell who was
acceptable to both the
army and to parliament.
It was clear that the
government could not
work without a king or a
king-like figure.
Parliament contacted
Charles II, Charles I’s
son.

1660
In April 1660 Charles
accepted parliament’s
terms for a return.
Some of these terms
were:
• Charles controlled the
army, but not
parliament.
• Charles II could not
raise tax without
Parliament.
• Charles did not have to
call parliament, but he
did every year.

1660/1661
Charles returned to
London and his
RESTORATION was met
with cheering crowds.
Straightaway he had some
issues to deal with
• In the DECLARATION
OF BREDA he promised
to forgive and forget
those who killed his
father.
• Charles made all
religious groups
conform to the Church
of England. (People were
fined for not going to
church. There was a
common Anglican prayer
book that all churches
had to use.)

1670s
Charles II was a good
ruler. However, in the
1670s and 1680s
many people thought
he was too
sympathetic to
Catholicism.
• A political group
called the WHIGS
were formed who
wanted to limit
Charles and
prevent his
Catholic brother,
James from being
King.
• Another group
called THE
TORIES opposed
the WHIGS and
supported Charles
and James.

The Glorious Revolution
1685
Charles IIs death
led to the accession
of his brother,
James II in 1865.
The country become
divided.
James was a
Catholic as was his
wife, Mary of
Modena.
They were also
friends with the
French King, Louis
XIV who
persecuted
protestants in
France.

1686/1687
James II started to
show signs of
restoring
Catholicism:• He forbade
Anglican ministers
from preaching
anti-Catholic
sermons.
• In 1687 James
began to remove
Protestants from
government posts
replacing them
with Catholic
ministers.

1688
In 1688 James and
Mary of Modena had
a son who would
become the next
Catholic King of
England.
Several nobles sent
notes to the Dutch
prince, WILLIAM OF
ORANGE, who was
the husband of
James IIs Protestant
daughter, MARY.
James began to
frantically change his
policies, but
WILLIAM OF
ORANGE’S forces
landed in Devon.
James II fled to
France.

1689 - 1690
William and Mary were given full authority as monarchs of England.
This event was called THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION.
The main consequences were:
1. Scotland became more independent .
2. James tried to win back the throne via Catholic Ireland, but
was beaten by William’s forces. Ireland came under Protestant
control.
3. Catholics were barred from the throne.
4. The power of the monarchy were limited.
5. Religious freedom for protestants increased; protestants were
allowed to belong to other churches than the Anglican Church.
The BILL OF RIGHTS was introduced and included point 3, 4 and 5
as mentioned above.
Other BILL OF RIGHTS clauses were:• William and Mary accepted an oath that they were not above the
law; they had to rule according it .
• The monarch could not suspend laws or keep a large army in peace
time.
• Parliament had to meet at least once per year.
• William could collect important taxes only for 4 years.
William was still powerful though. He refused 20 measures on the
BILL OF RIGHTS. He chose when the country went to war. He
appointed people into top jobs in the army, government and church.

Life in Britain after the Glorious Revolution
War with France:William of Orange was
already at war with Louis
XIV of France. This war
continued for 25 years.

The Bank of England:
The BANK OF ENGLAND was set up by William
and investors loaned the country money.
This was vital in times when war cost so much
money.

THE ACT OF UNION,
1707:
In 1707 Scotland had been
through a massive economic
disaster. In return for
financial support from
England, Scotland agreed
to the ACT OF UNION
which united the two
countries.
Not all Scots accepted this
and two rebellions in 1715
and 1745 were launched,
but crushed.

The new royal family:•
Mary died in 1694 and William died in 1702.
Since they had no children Mary’s sister,
Anne, inherited the throne.
•
Anne had 14 children although none of them
lived to be adults. Since the only claims to the
throne were Catholics in the Stuart
household, parliament passed the law which
offered the throne to the ruling family of
Hanover in Germany.

Parliament and the growth of
political parties:
•
Parliament became more
important as taxes were needed
to pay off investors.
•
Monarchs started to appoint
ministers in return for their
support in pushing laws and
measures through Parliament.
•
As a results MPs began to group
into political parties such as the
Whigs and Tories.
•
Government changed and
ministers started to pretty
much run the country after
1702. This was the beginning of
the parliamentary democracy we
have today.

Throughout the 1700s, Parliament gradually became the main power in the land and the Monarch much less important.

Thinking questions:
1. Why did Charles
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

I dissolve Parliament and rule for eleven years without them?
Why did Civil War break out in 1642?
Why was Charles I executed in 1649?
What was England like under the rule of Cromwell?
What was the significance of the Civil War?
Why was the Monarchy restored in 1660?
What was the Glorious Revolution?
What was the significance of the Glorious Revolution?
How did the power of the Monarch and Parliament change in the 17th Century?

