GCSE Art
Art

will start their GCSE Art course by working on their ‘free choice’ topic.

From the first lesson, art students will work on their own idea - ‘Free Choice’. Pupils are
encouraged to use a wide range of media ranging from traditional pencil work to a variety of
paints. From the start of year 10 there will be skill set lessons to re-visit and introduce new
media. This will include pencil, pen and ink, watercolour, acrylic paint, computer work,
photography, mobile apps, printing and 3D work. There will also be an introduction to the
assessment objectives illustrating what makes an outstanding project. This course is for the student
that likes to draw and be creative, not just in the lesson, but also sketches and produces work at home
- if you like project work, gluing, sticking and sketching this subject could be for you. As the year progresses the art students will continue to fine tune their skills together - the more you do, the
better you get.
What will my folder and project (s) look like?
From the start pupils will work on their own project ideas - this does not have to be a
painting as a final piece. It can be sculptural or a piece made in mixed media. The key
here is for the art student to ‘tap into’ what they are interested in and what they would like
to do. As all projects are different, each art student in year 10 and 11 will set their own
classwork and homework task. Pupils may wish to do a simple pencil drawing in the
lesson, or may chose to make something out of clay. This is encouraged as all projects
are different and so too are the styles of work.
Pupils can produce large images to be eye catching and have impact.
This is encouraged as a final piece to the project. Pupils will produce
several plans in a variety of media before the final piece is produced.
The painting opposite was produced in acrylic and A1 in size (very
big!). This is a new media shown to year 10 students and encourages
them to not only be more confident in their painting, but to also
encourage them to work in large scale.
Notice the different media used to create the piece. This is not just
produced on art paper, but paper that has been distressed and stained
etc.
The final piece can be produced in clay. Students will develop their
the use of a variety of media and how to research artists and ensure their work is
by other artists and genres etc.

How many projects will I do
Students in art will have 4 terms to produce for their main coursework project. This is during the
whole of year 10, and the first term in year 11. This project is worth 60% of the final grade. From
January in year 11, art students will start to work on their examination project, where they will be
given a set of headings and will choose one heading and interpret a heading of their choice. Pupils
will again have free choice of project ideas. Students will then have 5 months to work on this project
to gradually build up this portfolio and then be ready to do the final piece examination time set.
Pupils will be offered plenty of time to work on their projects, which includes a mock in year 10 and
year 11 where final pieces will be worked on. Pupils will have their final piece all planned out before
they do their piece in the examination, where they need to bring in to the room their portfolio of work
together with any work to help them produce the final piece.
It is here where the art student needs to be organised, self motivated and focused as they will be
setting their own classwork and homework. The art student needs to find their own resources and use
them effectively.

How will my work be assessed?
All work will be marked and assessed by your art teacher. An external moderator will visit the
school to check if all marking is accurate. The examination board we use for art is OCR.
Unit

When

Assessment for course

Unit 1 (Coursework) Year 10 and

Year 10

Christmas term Year 11
Unit 2 (Examination) Year 11 January 2023

Year 11

10 Hours June 2022
Mock 10 Hours December 2022

Year 11 Final Examination 10 Hours April 2023

What will my work look like?
You can produce portfolio work in a variety of formats . . . . . . .
Small sketchbooks

flip folders

mounted on card

How can I use this course after Year 11/ in the future?
Art has become so important in our world today. Gone are the days of an art student just being able to
draw and paint, they now are independent thinkers and learners, they have to be organised, creative,
self motivated and pro-active in their work. Some jobs that need art are listed below. There are many more
jobs that value art that are not listed below.
Architect, Product designer, Advertising , Marketing , Industrial designer , Font creator , Theatre set design,
Movie set design , Television program set designer , Graffiti artist , Fashion designer , Website designer , Art
teacher - and Primary school teacher , Other industrial designs (boats, airplanes, trains). Interior
designer
Tattoo artist , Custom paint job designer for cars, bikes, etc. , Commercial photography (for advertising and
other uses) Touch-up artist (you make the photos look prettier by working in Photoshop or other programs) 3D
Animation, Video Game designer, Shop front and point of sale designers .
.

